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Resolution 2015-258

Resolution Approving a Memorandum of Understanding with Friends of the Mississippi
River Regarding Restoration of Native Vegetation in Orvin “Ole” Olson Park as a Part of

Above the Falls Regional Park and Along West River Parkway at East Thirty-Sixth
Street as a Part of the Mississippi Gorge Regional Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities; and

Whereas, MPRB owns Orvin "Ole" Olson Park as part of Above the Falls Regional Park and West
River Parkway at East Thirty-Sixth Street as part of Mississippi Gorge Regional Park; and

Whereas, Friends of the Mississippi River is recognized as a nonprofit advocate for the
restoration of native vegetation and improved water quality related to the Mississippi River;

Whereas, Friends of the Mississippi River has received funding from the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation and the Minnesota Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund to
develop and maintain native landscapes and provide volunteer engagement activities at "Ole"
Olson Park and West River Parkway at East Thirty-Sixth Street; and

Whereas, MPRB and FMR have mutual interests in shoreline restoration along the Mississippi
River and wish to put agreements regarding restoration and management of native vegetation
in writing; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs";

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve a Memorandum of Understanding with
Friends of the Mississippi River regarding restoration of native vegetation in Orvin "Ole" Olson
Park as a part of Above the Falls Regional Park and along West River Parkway at East Thirty-

Sixth Street as a part of Mississippi Gorge Regional Park; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Administration & Finance CommitteeTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

August 5, 2015DATE:

Resolution Approving a Memorandum of Understanding with Friends of the Mississippi
River Regarding Restoration of Native Vegetation in Orvin "Ole" Olson Park as a Part of
Above the Falls Regional Park and Along West River Parkway at East Thirty-Sixth Street
as a Part of the Mississippi Gorge Regional Park

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action approves a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Friends of the
Mississippi River (FMR) for native vegetation restoration work along the Mississippi River in the
Above the Falls Regional Park and within the Mississippi Gorge Regional Park.

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) acquired Orvin "Ole" Olson Park (Ole Olson
Park) in at 2325 West River Road in 2002. The land is included in the Above the Falls Regional
Park, is 3.47 acres, and is located in the Flawthorne neighborhood in North Minneapolis. The
park contains a walking path and a biking trail which connect to James I. Rice Parkway and the
West River Parkway. During the RiverFirst and Above the Falls Regional Park Master plan
projects part of the vision for the Above the Falls Regional Park was defined as enhancing the
habitat, structure, and function of the river and its environs. The actions of habitat creation
and riverbank restoration were then defined as important steps to achieve that vision.

The Mississippi River Gorge Regional Park is located in South Minneapolis and is about 132
acres in size. This gorge is the only true gorge along the Mississippi River and provides habitat
for at least 150 species of migratory birds. Restoration of the project area east of West River
Parkway near the intersection with East 36th Street began in 1999. The restored vegetation
includes mesic prairie, oak savanna, and oak forest areas.

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board has collaborated with FMR since 2001 on natural
resource based volunteer projects in the Mississippi River Gorge under FMR's Gorge Stewards
volunteer program. In 2012, FMR requested that the MPRB write a letter of support to the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) for FMR's application to the Environmental
Solutions for Communities Grant Program for Urban Mississippi River Habitat Restoration and
Stewardship. FMR has received funding from the NFWF and the Minnesota Environment and
Natural Resources Trust Fund. These funds were granted to develop and maintain native
landscapes and provide volunteer engagement opportunities at Ole Olson Park and to manage
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native landscapes and provide volunteer engagement activities at West River Parkway at East
36th Street. These funds and their associated activities continue the ongoing efforts of both the
MPRB and FMR to improve the ecological function of the Mississippi River corridor through
improved habitat and shoreline restoration.

FMR has a long history with the MPRB in providing community participation in restoration and
educational efforts along the Mississippi River through its Gorge Stewards volunteer program.
Improving the ecological function and increasing public awareness of the river are overarching
goals of both organizations.

MPRB and FMR staff have developed an agreement in the form of a MOU to clarify the intent of
both parties as to short- and long-term plans for the management of these park lands. The term
of this MOU is five years. FMR will be implementing its work plans for both sites from 2015 to
2017. The additional three years of the MOU will allow for establishment and maintenance of
planted sites. MPRB Planning Division and Environmental Management Department staff has
reviewed the project objectives specified in the FMR maps, work plans and plant lists which are
attached to the MOU.

The Planning Division has reviewed and approved the proposed areas of native vegetation
restoration. An improved shoreline meets the intent of the goals set forth in RiverFirst, the
Central Riverfront Regional Park Master Plan, and the Above the Falls Regional Park plan to
enhance the Mississippi River corridor. The vegetated area along the shoreline is part of
previous Board approved projects. The land immediately south of the Burlington Northern
Santa Fe railroad tracks will not be restored at this time. The Park Board plans to continue the
trails northward and both the Park Board and FMR wish to avoid restoration of an area that
may be impacted by future construction. FMR has identified the circular turf area in Ole Olson
Park as a potential area for full or partial restoration in the future. However, both the Park
Board and FMR recognize the need for community engagement around changes to this area as
restoration would have greater impacts to the use of the site.

Legal counsel has reviewed and approved the proposed MOU Agreement.

MPRB staff will be working with FMR to insure that all portions of the project occurring on
MPRB land are successfully completed. The MPRB will assist FMR and its contractors with
notification of adjacent property owners of land management activities that may impact
adjacent properties. FMR will follow all MPRB and City of Minneapolis procedures and
ordinances as they pertain to prescribed burning and herbicide applications.

No MPRB capital funds will be used to implement this work.

RECOMMENDATION
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Staff recommends approval of the Memorandum of Understanding with Friends of the
Mississippi River regarding restoration of native vegetation in Orvin "Ole" Olson Park as a part
of Above the Falls Regional Park and along West River Parkway at East Thirty-Sixth Street as a
part of Mississippi Gorge Regional Park.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs

Goal: Focused land management supports current and future generations

HISTORY:

07/15/15 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

FMR2015_OlsonLtrSupport_Pilger (PDF)

MPRB_letter_NFWF_12Dec2012_Chamberlain (PDF)

2015-07-15_MOU_MPRB_FMR-FINAL (PDF)

Prepared By: Kate Lamers,, Design and Project Management
Review:
Cliff Swenson Completed 07/02/2015 5:25 PM
Michael Schroeder Completed 07/05/2015 9:19 AM
Jayne Miller Completed 07/05/2015 5:41PM
Administration & Finance Committee Completed 07/15/2015 5:40 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 08/05/2015 5:00 PM
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