8.A.7

Resolution 2015-223

Resolution Approving Memorandum of Understanding with Mississippi Watershed
Management Organization Regarding Short- and Long-Term Plans for 1828 Marshall
Street NE

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;

Whereas, MPRB owns 1828 Marshall Street NE as a land-banked parcel for future development
as part of Above the Falls Regional Park;

Whereas, Mississippi Watershed Management Organization (MWMO) generously contributed
funds toward the purchase of 1828 Marshall Street NE;

Whereas, MPRB and MWMO have mutual interests in the future use and park development of
1828 Marshall Street NE and wish to put those agreements in writing;

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;” and

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve a Memorandum of Understanding with
Mississippi Watershed Management Organization regarding short- and long-term plans for

1828 Marshall Street NE; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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8.A.7

TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: June 17, 2015

SUBJECT: Resolution Approving Memorandum of Understanding with Mississippi Watershed
Management Organization Regarding Short- and Long-Term Plans for 1828 Marshall
Street NE

BACKGROUND

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) acquired the land and buildings at 1828
Marshall Street NE in February, 2015. Part of the purchase price for the land portion of this
acquisition was generously donated by the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization
(MWMO) as the 25% local match to the Metropolitan Council’s Parks & Trails Opportunity Fund
grant.

MWMO contributed these funds, as it has contributed to numerous other MPRB land
acquisitions throughout the past several years, to further its mission to improve the ecological
function of the Mississippi River corridor through improved habitat and shoreline restoration
and also to increase public access to the river. Because the property acquired in this instance
included a fully-rented commercial building that will not immediately be cleared and developed
as parkland, MPRB and MWMO staff have developed an agreement in the form of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to clarify the intent of both parties as to short- and
long-term plans for the property. The overall goal of both organizations is that the property be
cleared of structures and the land become part of Above the Falls Regional Park. In the short
term, existing leases will not expire by their terms until 2018.

Leaving the existing leases in place will accomplish the following: 1) MPRB will be a good
neighbor to the businesses and neighbors who patronize them by not removing those tenants
before their leases run out; 2) MPRB will save money on relocation and demolition costs, which
would have needlessly driven up the purchase costs in the short term; and 3) MPRB will be able
to accumulate funds needed for demolition by setting aside the net proceeds of rent collected
from the existing leases until they expire.

The proposed MOU sets a timeline for demolition and site clearance following the expiration of

the leases, and clarifies MPRB'’s intent to work with MWMO on site cleanup and enhancement,
as well as park development plans and issues regarding this and other properties in the area.
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This action will approve the proposed MOU (Attachment 1). The MWMO board of directors
approved the proposed MOU at their meeting on May 12, 2015.

Legal counsel has reviewed and approved the proposed MOU Agreement.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of a memorandum of understanding with Mississippi Watershed
Management Organization regarding short- and long-term plans for 1828 Marshall Street NE.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs
Goal: Focused land management supports current and future generations
HISTORY:
06/03/15 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED
ATTACHMENTS:
° Attachment 1 - 1828 Marshall MOU (PDF)

Prepared By: Renay Leone, Real Estate Coordinator, Strategic Planning
Review:

Adam Arvidson Completed  05/21/201512:11 PM

Michael Schroeder Completed  05/25/2015 9:47 AM

Jayne Miller Completed  05/25/2015 9:23 PM

Administration & Finance Committee Completed  06/03/2015 5:40 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 06/17/2015 5:00 PM
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