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Resolution 2015-219

Resolution Approving a Grant Agreement with the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources in the Amount of $500,000 to Construct and Improve Bicycle and Pedestrian
Facilities Between Fort Snelling Light Rail Station, Historic Fort Snelling, and the Upper

Post Area

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;

Whereas, In 2001 the MPRB agreed to a 30-year lease with the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources of the sports fields (former polo grounds) and nine-hole golf course at Fort
Snelling;

Whereas, In 1999 and 2000, MPRB purchased property from the Inuit Tribe of Alaska and the
United States Veterans' Administration within the Fort Snelling area that developed into the
Fred Wells Tennis and Learning Center and the leased tree processing yard;

Whereas, In 2002 the MPRB opened the Leonard H. Neiman Youth Sports Complex on the
former polo grounds at Fort Snelling;

Whereas, In 2012 the MPRB agreed to be a signatory to the Joint Powers Agreement at Fort
Snelling, aligning the National Park Service, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources,
Minnesota Historical Society, and Hennepin County in a collective effort to preserve and
enhance the Fort Snelling area for public benefit through preservation, rehabilitation,
restoration and reuse of historic buildings and landscapes, encourage programming in
recreation, education, and cultural tourism, and provide leadership infrastructure
improvement;

Whereas, Under the provisions contained in Minnesota Laws of 2014, Chapter 294, Section 7,
the State of Minnesota allocated a $500,000 grant to the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources to assist in the construction and improvement of bicycle and pedestrian paths
between the Fort Snelling light rail transit station and historic Fort Snelling and Upper Post
area;

Whereas, MPRB staff will provide project management and design leadership to implement the
work identified within this agreement;

Whereas, The MPRB will act as the contracting agency for design/engineering services and for
the construction of the improvements; and
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Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs";

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve a grant agreement with the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources in the amount of $500,000 to construct and improve bicycle
and pedestrian facilities between Fort Snelling Light Rail Station, Historic Fort Snelling, and the
Upper Post Area; and

RESOLVED,That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Administration & Finance CommitteeTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

June 17, 2015DATE:

SUBJECT: Resolution Approving a Grant Agreement with the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources in the Amount of $500,000 to Construct and Improve Bicycle and Pedestrian
Facilities Between Fort Snelling Light Rail Station, Historic Fort Snelling, and the Upper
Post Area

BACKGROUND

This resolution approves an agency grant agreement with the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) in the amount $500,000 to construct and improve the bicycle and
pedestrian facilities between the Fort Snelling Light Rail Station, the Historic Fort Snelling, the
Upper Post area, and the access to the Leonard H. Neiman Youth Sports complex.

The improvements covered under this grant focus on improving the bicycle and pedestrian
connection and improving the wayfinding signage between the Light Rail Station and Historic
Fort Snelling. Currently MPRB has combined use trails within the Leonard H. Neiman Youth
Sports Complex that link MPRB facilities internally, but do connect well to the other Fort
Snelling amenities. As an example, there is a gap between MPRB trails and the existing trail
that connects the Light Rail Station to the park and ride parking lots. By filling this gap,
widening the existing trails to the new trail standards, and improving the wayfinding/directional
signage, park users and light rail patrons will have improved access to the Fort Snelling
amenities.

The MPRB is a member of the joint powers group of agency land owners/managers that work
cooperatively to promote and expand recreational and historic use of the Upper Post of the
Fort Snelling area. Implementation of this grant is an important step to complete a connection
from Fort Snelling to light rail transit. The MPRB is taking the leadership on the implementation
of these improvements because there is a great benefit to all youth across the city to be
connected our Fort Snelling fields via a vital regional transportation system.

MPRB staff will work with the other joint powers group members and other partners in the
development of these trail and signage improvements. The Board will be reviewing the design
work and approved all professional services agreements and construction contracts.
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MPRB legal staff have reviewed and approved this grant agreement.

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY

$ 500,000Sources
$ 500,000DNR Grant

$ 10,000Uses
$ 10,000MPRB Planning & Design (2%)

$ 490,000Remaining for design & construction

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of a grant agreement with the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources in the amount of $500,000 to construct and improve bicycle and pedestrian facilities
between Fort Snelling Light Rail Station, Historic Fort Snelling, and the Upper Post Area.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.
Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.

Goal:

HISTORY:

06/03/15 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

cs2014 Bond Fort Snelling Paths (PDF)

Prepared By: Cliff Swenson, Director of Planning,Design and Project Management
Review:
Cliff Swenson Completed
Michael Schroeder Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
Administration & Finance Committee

05/15/2015 3:02 PM
05/20/2015 2:19 PM

05/20/2015 7:58 PM
Pending 06/17/2015 5:00 PM
Completed 06/03/2015 5:40 PM
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