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Resolution 2015-217

Resolution Authorizing an Aquatic Invasive Species Response Fund from the 2015
MPRB General Fund Reserve Fund of Up to $300,000 and Delegating Decision Making
Authority of Best Available Scientific and Management Practices to the MPRB’s Director

of Environmental Management in Coordination with the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources for a New Aquatic Invasive Species Find in 2015

Whereas, The mission of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is to permanently
preserve, protect, maintain, improve, and enhance its natural resources, parkland, and
recreational opportunities for current and future generations;

Whereas, Preventing the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) is a top priority of the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (as identified in its Minnesota State Management
Plan for Invasive Species) and the MPRB;

Whereas, Protecting the MPRB's natural resources from AIS is critical for current and future
generations of Minneapolis residents;

Whereas, The MPRB created an MPRB AIS Work Group to identify key action steps for the
MPRB to help delay the spread of AIS;

Whereas, The MPRB AIS Work Group has identified the need for an AIS Response Plan to be
developed and has created the framework for the MPRB's response to a new AIS;

Whereas, The MPRB needs to have funding available to respond to a new AIS find in a timely
and effective manner;

Whereas, The MPRB needs to be able to respond quickly, effectively and in an adaptive manner
in order to have the best opportunity for success in eradicating a new AIS find; and

Whereas, These recommendations are supported by Vision Theme 1: Urban Forests, Natural
Areas, and Waters That Endure and Captivate as articulated in the MPRB 2007 - 2020
Comprehensive Plan;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize an Aquatic Invasive Species Response
Fund from the 2015 MPRB General Fund Reserve Fund of up to $300,000 and delegate decision
making authority of best available scientific and management practices to the MPRB's Director
of Environmental Management in coordination with the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources for a new aquatic invasive species find in Fiscal Year 2015; and
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RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Operations & Environment CommitteeTO:

Justin Long, Assistant Superintendent for Environmental StewardFROM:

June 17, 2015DATE:

Resolution Authorizing an Aquatic Invasive Species Response Fund from the 2015 MPRB
General Fund Reserve Fund of Up to $300,000 and Delegating Decision Making
Authority of Best Available Scientific and Management Practices to the MPRB's Director
of Environmental Management in Coordination with the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources for a New Aquatic Invasive Species Find in 2015

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

Aquatic invasive species (AIS) have become a major threat to water bodies nationwide. In
Minnesota, the Department of Natural Resources has identified preventing the spread of AIS as
a top priority. With the discovery of zebra mussels in Lake Minnetonka in July of 2010, the
threat of new AIS infesting Minneapolis lakes has grown very high. Due to this threat and the
threat of other AIS invading Minneapolis lakes and streams, preventing the spread of AIS has
become a top priority of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB).

AIS threaten native species and aquatic ecosystems and impair water recreation activities. They
repress native species due to food competition. AIS can have serious detrimental impacts on
lake, stream and river ecology and decrease the recreational appeal of water bodies. There are
many significant concerns about the potential negative financial impacts of AIS from
recreational, tourism and management perspectives.

Due to the impending threat of AIS, the MPRB took definitive actions in 2012 to delay the
spread of aquatic invasive species. The Board passed an emergency resolution authorizing the
Superintendent to enact emergency inspection rules requiring all water-related equipment
using the public boat launches at Lakes Calhoun, Harriet and Nokomis to be inspected prior to
launch between July 13, 2012, through September 30, 2012.

In 2013, the Board passed a resolution authorizing the Superintendent to enact inspection rules
requiring all water-related equipment using the public boat launches at Lakes Calhoun, Harriet
and Nokomis to be inspected prior to launch between April 15, 2013 and December 1, 2013.
Boat launches were open 7 days a week from 6 am to 10 pm.

In 2014, the Board passed a resolution authorizing the Superintendent to enact inspection rules
requiring all water-related equipment using the public boat launches at Lakes Calhoun, Harriet
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and Nokomis to be inspected prior to launch between May 1, 2014, through December 1, 2014,
and approving and directing staff to implement the MPRB AIS Work Group recommendations.
The ten recommendations submitted by the interdepartmental AIS Work Group also included a
recommendation that the MPRB develop a Response Plan to manage new AIS.

In 2015, the Board has continued to support the MPRB's AIS prevention program and passed a
resolution authorizing the Superintendent to enact inspection rules requiring all water-related
equipment using the public boat launches at Lakes Calhoun, Harriet and Nokomis to be
inspected prior to launch, and upon exit, between May 1, 2015 and December 1, 2015.

A Response Plan lays out an action framework to eradicate or contain AIS while infestations are
still localized. The purpose of an action framework is to quickly address a discovery of a new AIS
in MPRB waters in order to eradicate the AIS or identify need for long-term management.
MPRB staff has been developing an AIS response plan and individual species frameworks in
partnership with local organizations and based on the experience of other local and national
agencies in response to new AIS finds.

The bulk of the MPRB's current response planning focuses on zebra mussels but has
applicability for other AIS. Key pieces of a response plan framework for the MPRB will be
presented to the Board.

It is important to note that the ability to enact an effective response to a new AIS discovery in a
Minneapolis water body will depend on three key factors:

1. Species discovered.
2. Extent and location of the population.
3. Age of the new AIS population.

If an infestation is too extensive to effectively isolate and treat, or if certain AIS are in a
reproductive state, an eradication response may not be enacted by the MPRB. The MPRB has
researched and observed several local and national AIS responses and believes that an effective
response to a new AIS may include chemical treatments. The Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources will be the permitting authority for any chemical treatments in a Minneapolis water
body.

The MPRB needs to have funds readily available to effectively respond to new AIS. Funds are
needed for: snorkeling and scuba surveys, floating silt fence, barricades, chemical treatments,
water chemistry monitoring, staff and other associated costs. Staff estimates costs of up to
$75,000 per incident to respond to a new AIS discovery.

A resolution to allocate funds to manage a new aquatic invasive species (AIS) find in a
Minneapolis water body and to delegate reasonable decision making authority to the MPRB's
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Director of Environmental Management to quickly and effectively respond is an important next
step in the MPRB's AIS Prevention Program.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners authorize an Aquatic Invasive Species
Response Fund from the 2015 MPRB General Fund Reserve Fund of up to $300,000 and
delegate decision making authority of best available scientific and management practices to the
MPRB's Director of Environmental Management in coordination with the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources for a new aquatic invasive species find in Fiscal Year 2015.
This action is consistent with the following 2007-2020 Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board
Comprehensive Plan Vision and Goal:

Vision Theme 1: Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate

Sound management techniques provide healthy, diverse and sustainable
natural resources.

Goal:

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS

Resolution 2012-224 Adopted on June 20, 2012 Enacting 2012 Emergency Inspection Rules

Resolution 2013-156 Adopted on April 3, 2013 Approving the Minneapolis Park & Recreation
Board Aquatic Invasive Species 2013 Inspection Rules and
Recommendations for 2013 AIS Prevention

Resolution 2014-153 Adopted on April 2, 2014 Approving the Minneapolis Park & Recreation
Board Aquatic Invasive Species 2014 Inspection Rules, Authorizing the
Superintendent to Implement These Rules from May 1, 2014 to
December 1, 2014, and Approving and Directing Staff to Implement the
Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board Aquatic Invasive Species Work
Group Recommendation for 2014 Aquatic Invasive Species Preventions

Resolution 2015-118 Adopted on February 4, 2015 Approving the Minneapolis Park &
Recreation Board Aquatic Invasive Species 2015 Inspection Rules,
Authorizing the Superintendent to Implement These Rules from May 1,
2015 to December 1, 2015, and Approving and Directing Staff to
Implement the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board Aquatic Invasive
Species Work Group Recommendations for 2015 Aquatic Invasive Species
Prevention
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HISTORY:

06/03/15 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED

Prepared By: Lori Smiley,Office Support Specialst III, Environmental Operations
Review:
Debra Pilger Completed
Justin Long Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending
Administration & Finance Committee

05/21/2015 4:55 PM
05/26/2015 3:49 PM
05/27/2015 7:33 AM

06/17/2015 5:00 PM
Completed 06/03/2015 5:40 PM
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