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Resolution 2015-206

Resolution Accepting the Recommendation from the Non-Appointed Community
Advisory Committee and Approving the Concept Plan for Trail Improvements Along

William Berry Parkway

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is a steward of the Minneapolis
parks;

Whereas, The MPRB has allocated $100,000 from Operations and Maintenance Proceeds for
non-motorized trail improvements along William Berry Parkway within the 2013 Community
Capital Improvement Program (CIP);

Whereas, The Board approved the formation of a non-appointed citizen advisory committee
(CAC) with the charge to provide design recommendations for trail improvements along William
Berry Parkway;

Whereas, The Board desires broad and representative stakeholder involvement in decision
making when constructing or redeveloping park facilities;

Whereas, A community engagement process, using a non-appointed Community Advisory
Committee, which included two public meetings, was employed to fulfill the CAC charge;

Whereas, Community input, including input from the Project Advisory Committee (PAC), helped
guide design recommendations for trail improvements along William Berry Parkway;

Whereas, The MPRB project team reviewed and incorporated comments received during
community engagement to develop a concept plan which strives to improve trail use and safety
all within project budget parameters; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs";

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accept the non-appointed CAC recommendations
and approve the concept plan for trail improvements along William Berry Parkway; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Planning CommitteeTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

May 20, 2015DATE:

Resolution Accepting the Recommendation from the Non-Appointed Community
Advisory Committee and Approving the Concept Plan for Trail Improvements Along
William Berry Parkway

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This resolution considers approval of the recommended concept plan for trail improvements
along William Berry Parkway. Trail improvements were proposed as part of the Minneapolis
Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) 2013 capital improvement program (CIP). Funding in the
amount of $100,000 from Operations and Maintenance Proceeds has been allocated for the
design and construction of trail improvements along this segment of trails.

The historic Grand Rounds National Scenic Byway is comprised of seven districts. Pedestrian
and bicycle trails along the Grand Rounds help provide connections around the city and into
local neighborhoods and parks. William Berry Parkway is part of the Chain of Lakes district,
connecting recreational trails between Lake Harriet and Lake Calhoun.

The bicycle and pedestrian trails along William Berry Parkway are separated, the bicycle trail is
located along the east side of the parkway and the pedestrian trail on the west side of parkway.
The pedestrian trail is an 8 foot wide bituminous trail; the condition of the trail is poor due to
age, and high public use. The bicycle trail is a 10 foot wide bituminous trail, and in comparison
to the pedestrian trail, the bicycle trail is newer and therefore in better condition and does not
require reconstruction at this time.

The design and alignment of both pedestrian/bicycle ramps at Richfield Road and William Berry
Parkway are confusing and challenging for trail users to safely maneuver across this
intersection, especially given the high volume of trail use. Comments made during the public
meeting requested improvements to ensure safer movement across the intersection.

At the first public meeting the community reviewed project information to review and discuss
opportunities and constraints associated with this segment of trail. Feedback was provided in
terms of such things as: How often do you use this segment of trails? What type of user are you
(runner, walker, and/or cyclist)? What do people generally think works well or needs
improvement? Feedback received from those in attendance, from emails received and from
the Project Advisory Committee members were then used to develop a single concept plan.
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Those providing feedback said they prefer the separated trail layout. Given the current
condition of the pedestrian trail and feedback from the first public meeting the need is to
simply reconstruct this trail segment. Public input also recognized that improvements to the
alignment of the northern tip of the bicycle trail and enhanced crosswalk striping could help
address and ultimately minimize safety concerns associated with crossing Richfield Road and
William Berry Parkway. Many runners and walkers end up on the SE corner of this intersection
on their way back and forth between Lake Harriet and Lake Calhoun. The alignment of the
bicycle path and pedestrian ramp on the SE corner of this intersection does not allow room for
pedestrians to safely wait to cross to the west side of the Parkway while cyclists travel north
and south, the bicycle path and curb cut are too narrow to accommodate runners and walkers.

Based on this input a single concept plan was presented at the second public meeting. The
proposed concept plan showed reconstructing the pedestrian trail on the west side of William
Berry Parkway, maintaining it as an 8 foot wide bituminous trail. Given constraints such as
steep slopes, dense vegetation and proximity of the trail to William Berry Parkway, the
alignment of the trail would generally follow the current configuration. To provide pedestrians
and cyclists a safer crossing at the SE corner the bicycle path would be realigned, moving it
slightly to the east. The realigned bicycle trail segment would maintain the current 10 foot
width but primarily by doing this it would allow a separate pedestrian ramp to be constructed
adjacent to the bicycle pedestrian ramp, one which would be just for pedestrians. Providing
pedestrian's room to wait which is out of the flow of bicycle traffic will create a safer situation
for all trail users. Options for providing better defined crosswalk markings at this intersection
should also help improve safety. Proposed trail improvements associated with this project
would follow the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board trail design standards for signs and
pavement markings recently adopted by the Board of Commissioners.

Throughout the community engagement process, input from the public and PAC helped shaped
the concept plan and design character of the proposed trail improvements. Running groups
which frequently use the pedestrian trail applauded when they heard we were going to
reconstruct the pedestrian trail. Hearing improvements are being considered for enhanced
user safety at Richfield Road and William Berry Parkway was also received with acceptance
from trail users.

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY

Sources $100,000.00
$100,000.002013 Operations and Maintenance Funds

Uses (27,000.00)
Survey (4,000.00)
Professional Services/Advertising (5,000.00)

Resolution 2015-206 Page 3

Packet Pg. 7



5.1

MPRB Staff Time (18,000,00)

$73,000.00Available Balance

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board accept the non-appointed CAC recommendations and
approve the concept plan for trail improvements along William Berry Parkway.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.

Goal: Parks shape an evolving city.

Goal: Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.

ATTACHMENTS:

Display boards_2 (PDF)

Prepared By: Jonathan Duesman, Construction Project Manager, Design and Project
Management
Review:
Cliff Swenson Completed 05/05/2015 4:27 PM
Michael Schroeder Completed 05/08/2015 9:52 AM
Jayne Miller Completed 05/11/2015 5:22 PM
Planning Committee Pending 05/20/2015 5:20 PM
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