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Resolution 2015-200

Resolution Authorizing the Superintendent to Submit a FY 2017 Proposal to the
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) for Up to $2,500,000 for Mississippi
River Bluffs Habitat Restoration and Enhancement

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks;

Whereas, The Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) has released a Fiscal Year 2017
Request for Proposals;

Whereas, The Minnesota Constitution Art. XI, Sec. 15, dedicates sales tax income to outdoor
heritage, clean water, parks and trails, and arts and cultural heritage through a voter approved
2008 ballot measure commonly called the Clean Water, Land, and Legacy Amendment;

Whereas, The MPRB has submitted two previous successful requests: Wirth Park in FY 2015 and
Lake Nokomis shoreline enhancements in FY 2016;

Whereas, An ad hoc committee of MPRB staff has considered potential projects in the system
that could benefit from LSOHC funding and has selected a significant habitat restoration and
enhancement project on the Mississippi River bluffs;

Whereas, The Mississippi bluffs project closely aligns with the LSOHC's stated FY 2016 funding
priorities for the Metro Urbanizing Area, including “Protect, enhance, and restore remnant
native prairie, Big Woods forests, and oak savanna with an emphasis on areas of high biological
diversity” and “Protect habitat corridors, with emphasis on the Minnesota, Mississippi, and St.
Croix rivers (bluff to floodplain)”;

Whereas, The project would build on the 2007 MPRB-commissioned study “Mississippi River
Gorge Slope Stabilization Inventory and Analysis”; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize the Superintendent to submit a FY 2017
proposal to the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) for up to $2,500,000 for

Mississippi River Bluffs Habitat Restoration and Enhancement; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: May 20, 2015

SUBJECT: Resolution Authorizing the Superintendent to Submit a FY 2017 Proposal to the Lessard-

Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) for Up to $2,500,000 for Mississippi River Bluffs
Habitat Restoration and Enhancement

BACKGROUND

This action is requesting authorization for MPRB staff to apply for up to $2,500,000 from the
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC). The LSOHC distributes a portion of the
Minnesota sales tax income from the 2008 voter approved ballot measure commonly called the
Clean Water, Land, and Legacy Amendment. Proposals to the LSOHC for fiscal year 2017 are
due on June 4, 2015. If awarded, the grant funds become available on July 1, 2016. A local unit
of government must include a resolution or letter authorizing submission from its governing
board.

MPRB has previously submitted two successful projects for LSOHC funding: restoration
activities in Wirth Park and shoreline restoration at Lake Nokomis.

An ad hoc MPRB staff committee met to consider projects that would be appropriate for LSOHC
funding, based on the LSOHC’s stated FY 2017 priority actions for the Metro Urbanizing Area. It
is important to note that these actions can change from year to year and it is important to
submit projects that specifically address these actions. The MPRB committee feels that a major
restoration project on the Mississippi River bluffs within Mississippi Gorge Regional Park best
fits LSOHC actions and offers the best chance for funding. This project would specifically
address three of the five priority actions for the Metro Urbanizing Area:

e Protect, enhance, and restore remnant native prairie, Big Woods forests, and oak
savanna with an emphasis on areas with high biological diversity.

e Protect habitat corridors, with emphasis on the Minnesota, Mississippi, and St. Croix
Rivers (bluff to floodplain).

e Protect from long term or permanent endangerment from invasive species.

A Mississippi bluff restoration project would draw on the 2007 MPRB-commissioned report

“Mississippi River Gorge Slope Stabilization Inventory and Analysis.” Though an LSOHC-
appropriate project would not deal primarily with erosion control, a habitat restoration project
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would have erosion control benefits.

The final grant request amount will be determined upon final project submission. This grant
requires no local match.

FUNDING / COST SUMMARY

Possible Sources $2,500,000
Proposed LSOHC (up to) $2,500,000
Uses $2,500,000
Mississippi River bluff habitat enhancement and restoration $2,500,000

(up to)
Balance S0

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends authorizing the Superintendent to submit a FY 2017 proposal to the Lessard-
Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC) for up to $2,500,000 for Mississippi River Bluffs Habitat
Restoration and Enhancement.

This Board action is consistent with the following 2007-2020 MPRB Comprehensive Plan vision
and goal statements:

Vision Theme 1: Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate.
Goal: Sound management techniques provide healthy, diverse, and sustainable
natural resources.
Goal: People and the environment benefit from the expansion and protection

of natural resources.

Prepared By: Adam Arvidson,, Strategic Planning

Review:

Adam Arvidson Completed  05/06/2015 6:39 PM

Michael Schroeder Completed  05/08/2015 8:19 AM

Jayne Miller Completed  05/11/2015 4:52 PM

Administration & Finance Committee Pending 05/20/2015 5:10 PM
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