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Resolution 2015-199

Resolution Approving an Agency Agreement with the Minnesota Department of
Transportation to Accept Federal Funding that Enables Construction of the Mississippi
East Bank Trail and to Appoint the Commissioner of Transportation as Its Agent in the

Acceptance of Federal Aid Funds for the Project

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;

Whereas, The MPRB has been awarded $1.0 million in federal funding through the
Transportation, Community and System Preservation program in 2012 for .75 miles of new off-
street trails along the east bank of the Mississippi in the Above the Falls (ATF) Regional Park;

Whereas, Projects funded by federal transportation programs are administered by the
Minnesota Department of Transportation;

Whereas, MPRB staff and its engineering consultants are working with Minnesota Department
of Transportation staff to prepare documents for bidding the construction of the Mississippi
East Bank Trail (SP-091-090-079);

Whereas, Pursuant to Minnesota Statute Sec. 161.36, the Commissioner of Transportation may
be appointed as Agent of the MPRB to accept federal aid funds available for eligible
transportation related projects; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs”;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve an agency agreement with the
Minnesota Department of Transportation to accept federal funding that enables construction
of the Mississippi East Bank Trail and to appoint the Commissioner of Transportation as its
agent in the acceptance of federal aid funds for the project; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: May 20, 2015

SUBIJECT: Resolution Approving an Agency Agreement with the Minnesota Department of

Transportation to Accept Federal Funding that Enables Construction of the Mississippi
East Bank Trail and to Appoint the Commissioner of Transportation as Its Agent in the
Acceptance of Federal Aid Funds for the Project

BACKGROUND

This resolution approves an Agency Agreement with the Minnesota Department of
Transportation (MnDOT) to construct the Mississippi River East Bank Trail (SP 091-090-079) and
appoints the Commissioner of Transportation as its agent to accept federal aid funds. MnDOT
administers transportation enhancement projects funded by the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA). The FHWA requires MnDOT to enter into an agency agreement with
local government agencies such as the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) before it
will disburse Federal funds. The agency agreement states that the MPRB desires MnDOT to act
as the MPRB’s agent in accepting federal funds on the MPRB’s behalf for the construction,
improvement, or enhancement of transportation projects financed with federal funds.

The agency agreement for the construction of the East Bank Trail has been reviewed and
approved by MPRB’s legal counsel. The agreement is identical to others between the MPRB and
MnDOT for Brownie Lake Trail Improvements, Dean Parkway Trail Improvements, West River
Parkway and James | Rice Trail Improvements, and the Ridgeway Parkway Trails and Overlook
Project.

The Mississippi River East Bank Trail will be constructed from Plymouth Avenue (8th Avenue NE)
north to Marshall St NE at the BNSF rail bridge. The multi-use trail is intended to provide a
continuous off-street route for both bicycles and pedestrians from Boom Island through
Sheridan Memorial Park and helps form one of the trail loops between the east and west banks
of the Mississippi River as envisioned by the RiverFirst park master plan.

The Mississippi East Bank Trail project was awarded a $1 million grant in 2012 from the federal
government’s Transportation, Community and System Preservation Program. It requires a local
match of 20% for construction costs as well as local funding of all project “soft” costs such as
land acquisition, design and engineering, surveying, and testing. The MPRB has been in the
process of acquiring necessary parcels from the BNSF railroad since 2011 and is in the process
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of working with to Graco, Inc. to acquire an easement along their river frontage for the trail.
Because federal funding will expire on September 1, 2015 if the project is not authorized for bid
by Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT), MPRB staff is pursuing a dual track of
preparing the necessary documents to bid the project for construction and acquiring the
necessary rights-of-way for the trail.

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY

Sources $1,600,000
Fed Hwy Grant 12MNO0O02 SP $1,000,000
091-090-079
2014 - O&M Lottery Proceeds S 306,250
2015 - O&M Lottery Proceeds S 253,750
2016 - O&M Lottery Proceeds S 40,000
Uses $336,900
MPRB planning (6%) S 75,000
Consulting - env. engineering S 13,800
Consulting - design/engineer S 211,900
Surveying S 10,000
Misc project costs: publicity, advertising, permits S 26,200
and fees, construction staking, MnDOT
inspections, Grand Opening
Remaining for construction $1,263,100
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS
04/01/2015 Resolution 2015-162 authorizing the acquisition of 1601 16th Avenue NE,

1510 Water Street, and 1415 Ramsey Street from Burlington Northern
Santa Fe Railroad for $206,000

03/18/2015 Resolution 2015-152 authorizing the execution of an offer to purchase for
the acquisition of 1326 Water Street Northeast from the City of
Minneapolis for $1,200

03/18/2015 Resolution 2015-151 approving a 4(F) Letter to MPRB regarding the

construction of Mississippi River East Bank Trail within Above the Falls
Regional Park
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02/18/2015

11/19/2014

09/03/2014

07/16/2014

03/06/2013

RECOMMENDATION
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Resolution 2015-130 Authorizing the Acquisition of Real Property by
Purchase or Condemnation from Graco Minnesota, Inc. for East Bank Trail
Purposes

Resolution 2014-348 accepting the non-appointed citizen advisory
committee recommendations and approving the concept plan for the
Mississippi East Bank Trail

Resolution 2014-282 approving a professional service agreement with
SRF Consulting Group Inc. for design and engineering related to the
Mississippi East Bank Trail

Petitions and Communications: Community Engagement Plan for
Mississippi East Bank Trail

Resolution 2013-144 accepting a grant award from the Federal Highway
Administration’s Transportation, Community and System Preservation
Program in the amount of $1,000,000 for design and construction of trail
improvements on the east bank of the Mississippi River between Boom
Island and the BNSF Rail Bridge

Staff recommends approving an Agency Agreement with the Minnesota Department of
Transportation to accept federal funding that enables construction of the Mississippi East Bank

Trail and to appoint

the Commissioner of Transportation as its agent in the acceptance of

federal aid funds for the projects.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020

Comprehensive Plan.
Vision Theme 3:

Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.

Goal: Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.
ATTACHMENTS:
. 091-090-079NonStateAidAgencyDCPAgreementFFATA (DOC)

Prepared By: Deborah Bartels, Project Manager, Design and Project Management

Review:

Cliff Swenson Completed  05/08/2015 1:19 PM
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Michael Schroeder Completed  05/10/2015 11:47 PM
Jayne Miller Completed  05/11/2015 5:19 PM
Administration & Finance Committee Pending 05/20/2015 5:10 PM

Resolution 2015-199 Page 5

Packet Pg. 30




