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Resolution 2015-198

Resolution Approving an Agreement with the City of Minneapolis Allowing Construction
of Street and Bicycle Improvements in the 26Th Avenue North Corridor on Minneapolis

Park and Recreation Board Property in Theodore Wirth Regional Park and Farview Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;

Whereas, The Park Board owns and operates Theodore Wirth Regional Park and Farview Park;

Whereas, The City of Minneapolis has planned street and bicycle route improvements along the
26th Avenue North Corridor in North Minneapolis;

Whereas, The design proposed by the City of Minneapolis has both temporary and permanent
impacts to the Park Board properties at Theodore Wirth Regional Park and Farview Park;

Whereas, The City's proposed design for street and bicycle improvements will benefit park
users by linking Theodore Wirth Regional Park with the Above the Falls Regional Park with an
off road, shared use trail;

Whereas, The proposed street and bicycle improvements will be paid for in-full by the City and
no capital investment will be required by the MPRB;

Whereas, The Park Board is agreeable to the proposed changes at Theodore Wirth Regional
Park and Farview Park; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve the agreement with the City of
Minneapolis allowing construction of street and bicycle improvements in the 26th Avenue North
Corridor on Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Property in Theodore Wirth Regional Park
and Farview Park; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Administration & Finance CommitteeTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

May 20, 2015DATE:

Resolution Approving an Agreement with the City of Minneapolis Allowing Construction
of Street and Bicycle Improvements in the 26Th Avenue North Corridor on Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board Property in Theodore Wirth Regional Park and Farview Park

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action considers the approval of a memorandum of understanding between the City of
Minneapolis Public Works Department and the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB)
for the construction of pedestrian and bike trails on MPRB property.

The City is making improvements to the 26th Avenue North corridor between Theodore Wirth
Parkway and the Mississippi River. The project will reconstruct or resurface the existing
roadway to correct pavement conditions, improve stormwater drainage, and potentially
improve the lighting. The project will add an off-street, multi-purpose trail by narrowing the
existing traffic lanes by removing existing on-street bicycle lanes.

As part of this project, MPRB and City staff have been working together on plans to improve the
bicycle trail experience on MPRB owned land between Theodore Wirth Parkway and North
Vincent Avenue. One of the City's overall project goals is to make the 26th Avenue North
corridor as green as possible, however the limited space allowed by the standard 60' right-of-
way (ROW) makes it difficult to incorporate significant boulevard space or medians for tree
planting. Where the project crosses MPRB land, the City is proposing to add a median for
additional green space between the two vehicle lanes on 26th Avenue North. The City will
reconstruct the sidewalk and trail connections along the north 26th Avenue to align with the
existing sidewalk across Theodore Wirth Parkway. The City will also add a 6' sidewalk to the
south of 26th Avenue North, which is currently not served by a pedestrian route.

At Farview Park, the City plans to keep the trail and sidewalk within the City-owned ROW. The
City will make some permanent grade adjustments in Farview Park in order to meet the new
trail and sidewalk and remove an existing timber retaining wall along the ROW that is in poor
condition.

The City proposed changes to the trees and the groundcover west of North Vincent Avenue and
at Farview Park have been reviewed and approved by MPRB staff. The City is also working with
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the MPRB Forestry Department to coordinate the removal of existing trees and planting of
boulevard trees along the entire corridor.

MPRB will be responsible for maintenance of all areas on our property. MPRB will be
responsible for maintenance on MPRB property west of North Vincent Avenue, including areas
altered by the City. MPRB will also be responsible for sidewalk maintenance within and
adjacent to park property. The City will be responsible for maintenance for the trail along its
entire length from North Vincent Avenue to the Mississippi River.

All construction impacting MPRB property at Theodore Wirth Regional Park and Farview Park is
planned for the 2015 construction season. The approximate start date for the entire project
from Theodore Wirth Parkway to West Broadway Avenue and from Lyndale Avenue North to
2nd Street North is in May/June, 2015; the exact timing for construction on MPRB property is
currently unknown. The second phase of the project from West Broadway Avenue to Lyndale
Avenue North and from 2nd Street North to the Mississippi River will be done in 2016. Local
access along the route will be maintained during both construction phases.

The City has sent the design to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for review and
consultation only. Park Board staff from different divisions have reviewed and approved the
proposed design and agreement.

The MPRB legal counsel has reviewed and approved the agreement.

FUNDING SOURCES AND USES

No MPRB funds will be used in the construction of this project.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of the agreement with the City of Minneapolis allowing
construction of street and bicycle improvements in the 26th Avenue North Corridor on
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board property in Theodore Wirth Regional Park and Farview
Park.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.
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Goal: Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty.

ATTACHMENTS:

(PDF)MOU re 26th Av Corridor April 30, 2015-FINAL

Prepared By: Kate Lamers,, Design and Project Management
Review:
Cliff Swenson Completed 05/08/2015 10:59 AM
Michael Schroeder Completed 05/08/2015 12:45 PM
Jayne Miller Completed 05/11/2015 5:14 PM
Administration & Finance Committee 05/20/2015 5:10 PMPending
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