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Resolution 2015-189

Resolution Authorizing the Superintendent to Submit a 2016 Proposal to the Legislative-
Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) from the Environment and
Natural Resources Trust Fund (ENRTF) for Up to $225,000 for Invasive Carp
Management in the Eastern Minnehaha Creek Watershed

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks;

Whereas, The Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) has released a
2016 Request for Proposals for Minnesota’s Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund
(ENRTF);

Whereas, The Minnesota Constitution Art. XI, Sec. 14 states that “the assets of the fund
[ENRTF] shall be appropriated by law for the public purpose of protection, conservation,
preservation, and enhancement of the state’s air, water, land, fish, wildlife, and other natural
resources.;”

Whereas, Common carp, an aquatic invasive species, are present in Lake Nokomis and likely
present throughout the Eastern Minnehaha Creek Subwatershed, which includes Taft Lake,
Mother Lake, and interconnecting storm sewers;

Whereas, Extensive research on carp control has been performed by University of Minnesota
researchers;

Whereas, The Eastern Minnehaha Creek Subwatershed is ideally suited for application of that
research, in order to mitigate the effects of common carp and to continue the water quality and
clarity improvements MPRB and its partners have been performing in Lake Nokomis and the
subwatershed for more than a decade; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize the Superintendent to submit a 2016
Proposal to the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) from the
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund (ENRTF) for up to $225,000 for invasive carp
management in the Eastern Minnehaha Creek Subwatershed; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: May 6, 2015

SUBJECT: Resolution Authorizing the Superintendent to Submit a 2016 Proposal to the Legislative-

Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) from the Environment and
Natural Resources Trust Fund (ENRTF) for Up to $225,000 for Invasive Carp
Management in the Eastern Minnehaha Creek Watershed

BACKGROUND

Responses to the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) 2016
Request for Proposals (RFP) are due on May 11, 2015. If awarded, the grant funds become
available on July 1, 2016. Local units of government must include a resolution or letter
authorizing submission from its governing board. This action authorizes the Minneapolis Park
and Recreation Board (MPRB) to submit a proposal for up to $225,000 to execute a
comprehensive common carp management regime in Lake Nokomis and other waters in the
Eastern Minnehaha Creek Subwatershed.

MPRB is working with the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD) and two independent
researchers to develop a LCCMR proposal that is based in sound scientific research from the
University of Minnesota. This research has become the accepted methodology in the state for
managing invasive common carp, but few examples of full application of it exist. MPRB and its
partners have been working for more than a decade on improving water quality and clarity in
Lake Nokomis specifically and in the subwatershed as a whole. Common carp continue to be a
barrier to full success, making this subwatershed ideally suited to the application of recent
scientific research. Benefits of common carp management would include enhanced aquatic
vegetation and habitat, likely improved water clarity, and a more balanced food chain in Lake
Nokomis, Taft Lake, Mother Lake, and other connected water bodies.

The project limits (Attachment A) are largely within MPRB jurisdiction, but do extend into
Richfield and onto land owned by the Metropolitan Airports Commission. These government
entities, along with MCWD, the City of Minneapolis, and the Department of Natural Resources,
are involved in the design of the project. These non-MPRB waters are included because it is
believed carp may travel in storm sewers from Lake Nokomis to other waters to spawn.
Complete assessment, management planning, and successful project execution require
involvement of these other agencies and inclusion of water bodies outside MPRB jurisdiction.
MPRB will serve as the lead grantee and project manager.
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This project was selected by MPRB staff in the Planning and Environmental Stewardship
Divisions through an inclusive process that requested brief proposals from staff members.
MPRB staff feels this is the most appropriate project for LCCMR funding, in terms of its
readiness, scientific understanding, and cohesion with LCCMR funding goals.

FUNDING / COST SUMMARY

Possible Sources $225,000
Proposed 2016 ENRTF Allocation (up to) $225,000

Uses $225,000
Common carp monitoring, population estimation, removal, $225,000

prevention, and management planning;
aquatic vegetation surveys (up to)
Balance S0

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends authorizing the Superintendent to submit a 2016 proposal to the Legislative-
Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR) from the Environment and Natural
Resources Trust Fund (ENRTF) for up to $225,000 for invasive carp management in the Eastern
Minnehaha Creek Watershed.

Due to the May 11 grant deadline, this action needs to be considered in committee and by the
full board on May 6.
This Board action is consistent with the following 2007-2020 MPRB Comprehensive Plan vision
and goal statements:

Vision Theme 1: Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate.

Goal: Sound management techniques provide healthy, diverse, and sustainable
natural resources.

ATTACHMENTS:

° LCCMR2016-watershed map  (PDF)

Prepared By: Adam Arvidson,, Strategic Planning
Review:
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Adam Arvidson Completed  04/20/2015 4:25 PM

Michael Schroeder Completed  04/23/2015 7:49 AM

Jayne Miller Completed  04/24/2015 10:32 AM

Administration & Finance Committee Pending 05/06/2015 5:20 PM
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