4.4

Resolution 2015-180

Resolution Amending Chapter 7.5 of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Code
of Ordinances

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the
Minneapolis park system;

Whereas, The MPRB Code of Ordinances, Chapter 7.5, establishes the rules and general
regulations governing pathway use in the park system;

Whereas, The MPRB’s 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan provides the values on how
Commissioners, staff, and volunteers do their work;

Whereas, The MPRB is currently establishing trail and pathways standards across the park
system;

Whereas, MPRB staff recommends that PB7.5-10 (general speed limit) is not practically
enforceable;

Whereas, PB7.5-9 (speed) already requires pathways users to exercise “reasonable and
prudent” speed; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the “Responsiveness and Innovation” value from the
MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which states, “Anticipate and thoughtfully respond to
the diverse needs of the city’s communities, continually seeking ways to better deliver park and
recreation services;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners repeal PB7.5-10 (general speed limit) from the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Code of Ordinances;

RESOLVED, That this change in Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its
publication; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and the Secretary to the Board are authorized to
take all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Resolution 2015-180 Page 1

Packet Pg. 66




4.4

TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Jayne Miller, Superintendent

DATE: April 15, 2015

SUBJECT: Resolution Amending Chapter 7.5 of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Code of
Ordinances

BACKGROUND

This proposed change to the Code of Ordinances would repeal PB7.5-10. General speed limit,
which currently reads:

PB7.5-10. - General speed limit.
No person shall propel a wheeled device at a speed greater than the maximum of ten (10) miles
per hour on any pathway. (Pk. Bd. Ord. No. 81-102, § 1, 5-20-81)

As a practical matter, this ordinance is unenforceable. Most bicycles are not equipped with
speedometers and Park Police resources are more wisely spent on other priorities. In addition,
the 10 mph limit seems exceedingly slow considering the design of modern bicycles.

Repealing PB7.5-10 — General speed limit would result in pathway users being required to use
“reasonable and prudent” speeds, as outlined in PB7.5-9 — Speed, which reads:

PB7.5-9. - Speed.

No person shall proceed along a pathway at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent
under the conditions and having regard for the actual and potential hazards then existing. In
any event, speed shall be so restricted as may be necessary in order to avoid colliding with
another and to maintain oneself in the general flow of movement at that time and location. (Pk.
Bd. Ord. No. 81-102, § 1, 5-20-81)

LEGAL COUNSEL REVIEW

This proposed change to the Code of Ordinances, specifically repealing PB7.5-10 — General
speed limit, has been reviewed by MPRB legal counsel Ann Walther and Brian Rice.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION

MPRB Ordinance PB7.5-10 General speed limit was adopted by the Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board on May 20, 1981
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4.4

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners repeal PB7.5-10 - General speed limit from
the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Code of Ordinances.

This action is supported by the following value statement from the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan:

Value: Responsiveness and Innovation — Anticipate and thoughtfully respond to the diverse
needs of the city’s communities, continually seeking ways to better deliver park and
recreation services.

ATTACHMENTS:

. Ordinance change PB7 5-10  (DOCX)

Prepared By: Jayne Miller, Superintendent, Superintendent's Office

Review:

Jayne Miller Completed 04/08/2015 12:31 PM

Administration & Finance Committee Pending 04/15/2015 5:20 PM
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