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Resolution 2015-175

Resolution Accepting the Non-Appointed Citizen Advisory Committee
Recommendations and Approving the Concept Plan for Playground Improvements at

Windom Northeast Park in Northeast Minneapolis

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the
Minneapolis parks;

Whereas, The MPRB has allocated $150,000 for the playground and related improvements at
Windom Northeast Park within the 2014 Capital Improvement Program (CIP);

Whereas, A non-appointed community advisory committee (CAC) was established with the
charge to provide design recommendations for playground improvements at Windom
Northeast Park;

Whereas, The Board desires broad and representative stakeholder involvement in decision
making when constructing or redeveloping park facilities;

Whereas, A community engagement process, including soliciting feedback on site and at nearby
existing events, two public meetings, and use of mailed and digital communication methods
have been employed to fulfill the CAC charge;

Whereas, Community members have guided the design recommendations resulting in a
concept plan for playground improvements at Windom Northeast Park;

Whereas, The MPRB project team has refined the concept plans to balance community input
and project budget parameters; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs";

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accept the non-appointed Community Advisory
Committee recommendations and approve the concept plans for playground improvements at
Windom Northeast Park in Northeast Minneapolis; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Planning CommitteeTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

May 6, 2015DATE:

SUBJECT: Resolution Accepting the Non-Appointed Citizen Advisory Committee Recommendations
and Approving the Concept Plan for Playground Improvements at Windom Northeast
Park in Northeast Minneapolis

BACKGROUND

This resolution considers approval of the recommended concept plan for playground
improvements at Windom Northeast Park in northeast Minneapolis. The playground
improvements were proposed as part of the 2014 Capital Improvement Program (CIP). Funding
in the amount of $150,000 has been allocated for the design and construction of this park
improvement.

Windom Northeast Park is a neighborhood park, just over eight acres in size, near the eastern
border of the City. The playground was originally constructed in 1994. The existing equipment
has reached the end of its anticipated lifespan and does not meet current accessibility and
safety standards. The existing surface is sand with poured in place pathways, and the preschool
age (2-5) area is separated from the school age (5-12) area by about 60'. A nearby building is
mostly used for storage except during the winter when it serves as a warming house. The
building does have bathrooms open during the summer and a drinking fountain, although they
are located on the opposite side of the building and down a significant slope. The playground is
near the wading pool, which creates a convenient relationship for play between pool and play
equipment. There are routes leading to the playground from the east and west side.

MPRB staff began the community engagement process with digital and paper communications
to announce the project, and an online survey to gather initial feedback. Staff brought
preliminary boards to three existing community events, a Rec Plus class at Windom Northeast
Park, a neighborhood meeting and childcare room, and school conferences at Pillsbury
Community School where translated materials and bilingual staff engaged with families in
Somali, Spanish, and English. Because the school conferences were held midway through the
design process, the families at Pillsbury were also able to give input on some very early concept
drafts.

Based on the input received, staff worked with Flagship Recreation (representing Landscape
Structures, Inc.) to develop three options for both the age 2 - 5 and age 5 - 1 2 areas. These
three concepts were shown at the first of two community meetings. Participants generally
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liked concepts that maximized the challenging climbing equipment for the age 5 - 1 2 area,
rather than traditional post and deck structures, but really wanted to keep the swings in the
project. For the age 2 - 5 area, participants preferred the sensory rich Smart Play Motion
structure. At the meeting the participants also liked the inclusion of some simple, inexpensive
features such as chinning bars where kids could use them in a variety of ways.

Throughout the design process, the concept for the 5 - 1 2 area also showed a zipline and
expanded play container. The neighborhood organization Windom Park Citizens in Action
(WPCiA) had previously voted to use Neighborhood Revitalization Program funds (NRP) for a
zipline and nature play area. MPRB staff worked separately with WPCiA on the zipline, but kept
the neighborhood group, Park Board staff, and public updated on the status of the two
coordinated, but separate, playground projects.

Another part of the WPCiA process, done prior to the MPRB project, determined that the
residents wanted a nature play area incorporated into the park near the existing playground.
During the WPCiA engagement process, residents voted to create a sensory and nature based
play area where community members could contribute to an ever changing space, while their
children were playing. Although a specific design has not been proposed, the community voted
to request the Park Board to approve a certain area of the park for "nature play". All
improvements would be approved by MPRB staff before implementation, but might include
logs, stumps, boulders, gardens, sand play, plantings, and loose parts. The general area
requested has been included in the concept attachments.

MPRB staff and Flagship Recreation worked out a recommended concept with some limited
choices between equipment. This concept and the equipment options were made available in a
second online survey, shown to the Rec Plus class, and distributed to the neighborhood
organization and Pillsbury school for comments. The concept and options were also shown at
the second community meeting and discussed in more detail. At the second community
meeting, staff noted that if no serious objections were raised, a final design would be selected
based on input received, and brought forward at a public hearing.

Participants at the second community meeting requested that the slide colors be lighter in
order to stay cooler. Otherwise comments from the survey, Rec Plus class, neighborhood
organization, and school were largely positive. The final concept for the age 2 -5 area has the
Smart Play Motion structure with a slide, climbers, drums, strip for racing cars or marbles, and
other age appropriate play options. There are two swings with toddler bucket seats, a play
house called the Snack Shack with a counter and store windows, a seesaw that fits four, and
two uneven bars at low elevations for young children to hang and swing on. The final concept
for the age 5 - 1 2 area includes a NetPlex climbing structure with a central climbing core and
connected play options radiating outward. Attached to the net climbing core are two sets of
monkey bars, two slides, a balance challenging boogie board, two uneven bars (chin up bars), a
horizontal climber, and two spinners. This area has three belt swings and one chair swing; all
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swings are accessible. The surfacing will be engineered wood fiber, with pathways of poured in
place rubber.

The community participants expressed a preference to have the playground constructed during
the summer of 2015 after Windyfest, a neighborhood run festival in late June.

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY

$150,000.00Sources
$150,0002014 CIP Capital Levy

$149,800.00Uses

Survey / Geotechnical Report
MPRB Staff time
Communications / Advertising
Estimated Construction costs

Construction Contingency

$2,000
$9,000
$3,300

$130,000
$5,500

$200.00Balance

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners accept the non-appointed Community
Advisory Committee recommendations and approve the concept plans for playground
improvements at Windom Northeast Park in Northeast Minneapolis.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 2: Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense
of community.
Residents, visitors, and workers enjoy opportunities to improve health
and fitness.
People connect through parks and recreation.

Goal:

Goal:
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HISTORY:

04/15/15 Planning Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

WindomNE-FinalDesign (PDF)

WindomNE-NaturePlayPlan (PDF)

Prepared By: Kate Lamers,, Design and Project Management
Review:
Cliff Swenson Completed 04/02/2015 4:29 PM
Michael Schroeder Completed 04/03/2015 12:26 PM

04/05/2015 8:00 PM
04/15/2015 5:10 PM

Pending 05/06/2015 5:00 PM

Jayne Miller Completed
Planning Committee Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
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