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Resolution 2015-168

Resolution Approving a Cooperative Agreement with Minnehaha Creek Watershed
District for Collaborative Concept Planning of Improvements to Meadowbrook Golf

Course and the Stream Corridor through the Course

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;

Whereas, The MPRB owns and operates Meadowbrook Golf Course within the Cities of St. Louis
Park and Hopkins;

Whereas, The Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD) has identified Meadowbrook Golf
Course as significant to the landscape of the Minnehaha Creek Watershed as a result of its
location on the main stem of Minnehaha Creek and because the course is located within the
floodplain;

Whereas, The area between West 34th Street and Meadowbrook Lake produces the highest
pollutant loads per unit area along Minnehaha Creek and the MCWD has undertaken significant
efforts to restore and reestablish the Minnehaha Creek Greenway immediately upstream of
Meadowbrook Golf Course;

Whereas, The MCWD's goals encompassing regional stormwater management and restoration
and connection of the riparian corridor have been completed through concentrated public-

private partnerships to achieve broader community benefit;

Whereas, The MPRB completed the Golf Operational Study Report of 2014 in an effort to
identify local and national trends and to evaluate the current financial and operational practices
at its golf facilities as they compared to industry best management practices in golf course
operations;

Whereas, In 2014 Meadowbrook Golf Course was substantially damaged by record flooding,
resulting in 64 acres of dead turf, extensive damage to greens and tees, 76 damaged trees,
submerged electrical equipment and washout of cart paths, totaling damage at over
$2,000,000;

Whereas, A cooperative agreement outlining a collaborative planning process to be
undertaken by the MCWD and MPRB has been approved by the MCWD's Board of Managers
and will explore concepts for enhancement to golf and the possible introduction of non-golf
uses at the Meadowbrook Golf Course, as well as considering opportunities for stream re-
meandering and flood storage; and

Resolution 2015-168 Page 1

Packet Pg. 103



8.B.2

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate," and
"Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense of community;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve a cooperative agreement with
Minnehaha Creek Watershed District for collaborative concept planning of improvements to
Meadowbrook Golf Course and the stream corridor through the course; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Administration & Finance CommitteeTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

April 15, 2015DATE:

SUBJECT: Resolution Approving a Cooperative Agreement with Minnehaha Creek Watershed
District for Collaborative Concept Planning of Improvements to Meadowbrook Golf
Course and the Stream Corridor through the Course

BACKGROUND
In the summer of 2014, the Minnehaha Creek water level rose and flooded low-lying areas
surrounding its banks. Both Meadowbrook Golf Course and Hiawatha Golf Course were
subjected to this flooding in substantial ways. Most, if not all, golf play discontinued at each
course during the remainder of 2014. Currently, only the driving range at Hiawatha Golf Course
is open.
The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) worked with the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) to develop a Project Sheet that outlines each courses' damages
and the associated reimbursable expenses. The damage to Meadowbrook Golf Course is
approximately $2,000,000 and the damage to Hiawatha Golf Course is approximately
$1,500,000.
The MPRB held a community meeting in January of 2014 to inform the public of the FEMA
reimbursements available and to discuss the future of the courses. Staff quickly confirmed that
just restoring the courses as they were in 2013 would not be acceptable; the public wanted a
solution to the flooding, not a quick fix of the turf, and sought improvements that would
restore the courses and significantly enhance the play of golf. A second meeting was held in
early February where MPRB asked nearly 150 participants what they'd like to see at each
course. The MPRB received many great responses ranging from building a championship 18-

hole course, to expanding the golf learning centers, to restoring native plantings, waterways,
and habitats, to removing 9 holes for regional park expansion.
Hearing what the community wanted and following the goals of the 2014 Golf Operational
Study Report, it is certain there is an opportunity at each course for sustainable development
and improvements, beyond just fixing what was damaged. The Minnehaha Creek Watershed
District (MCWD) offered to work with MPRB to develop concepts for each course that, beyond
the golf, non-golf, and environmental enhancements suggested by participants at the recent
golf course meetings, might result in opportunities that align with their Balanced Urban Ecology
policy. Significantly, MCWD indicated a desire for a relationship with MPRB that would be
collaborative rather than regulatory.
A draft cooperative agreement has been developed (Attachment 1) that delineates a
framework for collaborative planning, conducted jointly between MCWD and MPRB for
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Meadowbrook Golf Course. A second agreement is currently being drafted, similar in nature
and intent as the agreement stated above, for Hiawatha Golf Course between the MCWD, City
of Minneapolis, and the MPRB. The City is currently reviewing the draft agreement for
Hiawatha.
The proposed scope of work for each course includes the exploration and development of
conceptual alternatives for a range of golf and non-golf uses. These alternatives will be
evaluated for relative flood resilience, golf operations, ecological improvement, recreation, and
connectivity to the surrounding community.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS
November 5, 2014 - Petition and Communication - Community Engagement Plan for the

Restoration and Improvement of Hiawatha and Meadowbrook Golf
Courses

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends approval of the cooperative agreement with Minnehaha Creek Watershed
District for collaborative concept planning of improvements to Meadowbrook Golf Course and
the stream corridor through the course.
This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.
Vision Theme 3: Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate.

Goal: Sound management techniques provide healthy, diverse, and
sustainable natural resources.
Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense
of community.
Goal: People play, learn, and develop a greater capacity to enjoy life.

Vision Theme 3:

HISTORY:

04/01/15 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1- Cooperative Agreement Meadowbrook (PDF)

Prepared By: Tyler Pederson,,Design and Project Management
Review:
Cliff Swenson Completed
Michael Schroeder Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
Administration & Finance Committee

03/20/2015 9:23 AM
03/20/2015 5:20 PM

03/22/2015 9:08 PM
Pending 04/15/2015 5:00 PM
Completed 04/01/2015 5:20 PM
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