9.2

Resolution 2015-163

Resolution Supporting the Bottineau Project Office's Continued Exploration of Both the
Plymouth Avenue and Golden Valley Road Stations to Take into Account Further
Design, Floodplain, and Wetland Analysis

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the
Minneapolis parks;

Whereas, The proposed Blue Line Light Rail Transit Extension, also known as the Bottineau Line,
will pass through and close to Theodore Wirth Regional Park, which is owned and managed by
the MPRB;

Whereas, The MPRB has previously responded to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
for the Bottineau Line, which examined the impacts of stations at Golden Valley Road at the
northern end of Wirth Park near Theodore Wirth Parkway and Plymouth Avenue immediately
east of the Wirth Chalet;

Whereas, MPRB staff have been involved in ongoing design discussions on various aspects of
the Bottineau Line and have found the working relationship with the Bottineau Project Office
(BPO) to be a positive one;

Whereas, The BPO had initially desired to complete decision-making on station quantity and
location during the first quarter of 2015, but has responded to MPRB concerns about ongoing
analysis of floodplain and wetland impacts and now wishes to delay that decision and continue
to explore both station options;

Whereas, BPO staff may bring this update to the Corridor Management Committee (CMC) in
the CMC's April or May meetings; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs”;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners support the Bottineau Project Office's continued
exploration of both the Plymouth Avenue and Golden Valley Road stations to take into account

further design, floodplain, and wetland analysis; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: April 1, 2015

SUBJECT: Resolution Supporting the Bottineau Project Office's Continued Exploration of Both the

Plymouth Avenue and Golden Valley Road Stations to Take into Account Further Design,
Floodplain, and Wetland Analysis

BACKGROUND

This resolution supports continued exploration of two possible station options for the proposed
Blue Line Extension Light Rail Transit line, also known as the Bottineau Line. The Bottineau Line
would run northwesterly from downtown Minneapolis in the existing railroad corridor that
passes through and near by the eastern edge of Theodore Wirth Regional Park (Attachment A).

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the project identified two possible station
locations in the Wirth Park vicinity (Attachment B): one at Golden Valley Road and the other at
Plymouth Avenue. Per that analysis, one or the other of these stations would be implemented.
Subsequent design exploration and community engagement has led the Metropolitan Council's
Bottineau Project Office (BPO), which is responsible for planning, designing, and implementing
this transit project, to consider implementing both stations. The choice between the two
station options or the decision to implement both was initially envisioned to be made during
the first quarter of 2015. However, the BPO now desires to delay that decision to allow for
additional analysis of design and wetland and floodplain impacts.

Floodplain and wetland impact concerns were raised by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board (MPRB) in its response to the DEIS and have been reiterated by MPRB staff in various
meetings with the BPO. Because floodplains and wetlands cannot be assessed during the
winter months, more time is needed to properly perform this essential work. MPRB staff
believes that decision-making about stations should be linked to a deeper understanding of the
overall project impacts on Theodore Wirth Park.

The BPO has been regularly inviting MPRB staff into various design meetings and has to date
taken MPRB's concerns about the line seriously. The current relationship between BPO and
MPRB staff is a positive one. Current participation by MPRB in the Bottineau Line planning and
design process includes:
e Regular staff attendance at bi-weekly Golden Valley Issue Resolution Team (IRT)
meetings
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e Occasional staff attendance at bi-weekly Minneapolis IRT meetings

e Commissioner representation and staff attendance at monthly Corridor Management
Committee meetings

e Monthly BPO and MPRB staff meetings held at MPRB offices

e Staff review of draft station area planning documents (this is a separate project run by
Hennepin County)

e Direct coordination between BPO and MPRB staff as needed relative to permitting,
understanding of land ownership, and other planning and design considerations

e Two appointments to the Community Advisory Committee for the Bottineau Line

The BPO expects to update the Corridor Management Committee (CMC) on the station
discussion (identified as “Technical Issue #4” in the BPO's management process) at either the
CMC's April 9 or May 14 meeting. MPRB, Golden Valley, and Minneapolis staff has been
notified that BPO staff intends to recommend continued design exploration of both stations,
rather than asking for a final decision. Continued exploration of both stations would allow time
for more information gathering and a more comprehensive assessment of all Wirth Park
impacts.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS
5/21/2014 2014-200: Resolution Approving a Comment Letter to Hennepin County

Regional Rail Authority for the Bottineau Transitway Draft Environmental
Impact Statement

4/17/13 Discussion Item: Presentation of Theodore Wirth Regional Park Forum
Concepts
9/5/2012 2012-262: Resolution Approving a Comment Letter Dated September 5,

2012 from the MPRB to Hennepin County Regarding the Bottineau
Transitway that Reflects a Willingness to Explore the Opportunities and
More Deeply Evaluate the Impacts Presented by the D1 Alignment
Alternative and that the Comment Letter Supplements the MPRB’s
Position on the Project Presented in a February 17, 2012 Comment Letter

2/15/2012 2012-130: Resolution to Approve the Comment Letter for the Scoping
Phase of the Bottineau Transitway

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners formally support the Bottineau Project
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Office's continued exploration of both the Plymouth Avenue and Golden Valley Road Stations to
take into account further design, floodplain, and wetland analysis.

This action is supported by the 2007-2020 MPRB Comprehensive Plan through Vision Theme 3.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.

Goal: Parks shape an evolving city.

Goal: Focused land management supports current and future generations.

ATTACHMENTS:

° Attachment A - Bottineau Corridor Map  (PDF)
° Attachment B - ContextPInStations-20150318 (PDF)

Prepared By: Adam Arvidson,, Strategic Planning

Review:

Adam Arvidson Completed  03/18/2015 8:28 PM

Michael Schroeder Completed  03/20/2015 12:15 PM

Jayne Miller Completed 03/22/2015 8:27 PM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 04/01/2015 5:00 PM
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