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Resolution 2015-159

Resolution Approving Contracts for an Estimated $625,000 for Tree Removal and
Estimated $583,000 for Stump Grinding for an Estimated Total Expenditure of

$1,208,000 as Requested Per O.P. 8074 To be Used as Needed through the Period
Ending March 31, 2016

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board's Forestry Department is the steward of
the Minneapolis urban forest;

Whereas, The MPRB's Comprehensive Plan 2007-2020 Vision Theme 1 includes the goal of
"Healthy boulevard trees connect all city residents to their park system";

Whereas, The MPRB has been successfully slowing the spread of Dutch Elm Disease within
Minneapolis by adhering to a program of "Sanitation Removal" for nearly 50 years;

Whereas, The MPRB regularly enforces the removal of diseased Elm trees that are growing on
private property;

Whereas, In February 2010 the first infestation of the invasive exotic insect called Emerald Ash
Borer was confirmed within the City of Minneapolis;

Whereas, Emerald Ash Borer has the potential to destroy one fifth of the City's tree canopy
cover;

Whereas, The MPRB has adopted an Ash Canopy Replacement Plan to proactively remove and
replant 5000 public ash trees annually for eight years;

Whereas, To contain the destructiveness of Emerald Ash Borer, the MPRB enforces the removal
of infested Ash trees that are growing on private property;

Whereas, The Forestry Department uses private contractors to remove trees that have been
condemned on private property upon request of the property owner or when the property
owner has not acted within a specified period of time after receiving notification of such; and

Whereas, Stump grinding is an integral component of the site preparation that is needed to
plant new trees;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve contracts for an estimated $625,000 for
tree removal and an estimated $583,000 for stump grinding for an estimated total expenditure
of $1,208,000 as requested per O.P. 8074 to be used as needed through the period ending
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March 31, 2016; and

RESOLVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board are authorized to take all necessary
administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation BoardTO:

Justin Long, Assistant Superintendent for Environmental StewardFROM:

April1, 2015DATE:

Resolution Approving Contracts for an Estimated $625,000 for Tree Removal and
Estimated $583,000 for Stump Grinding for an Estimated Total Expenditure of
$1,208,000 as Requested Per O.P. 8074 To be Used as Needed through the Period
Ending March 31, 2016

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

As part of the program to control the spread of Dutch Elm Disease (DED) during 2015, the
Forestry Department estimates that it is possible to condemn 1,000 to 3,000 diseased elm trees
from primarily private properties in Minneapolis. While recent elm losses have been lower
than this estimate, the potential still exists for thousands of elms to develop DED. Some of
these trees are contractually removed upon the request of property owners or because
property owners have not removed their tree by a specific date. Contractors submit bids for
tree removal based on the trunk diameter of the tree. Every effort is made to utilize the
contractors that have provided the lowest and best bid. These removal costs are later
recouped through property tax assessments. Of the 680 private elms condemned in 2014, 346
were contractually removed at a cost of $248,760.42.

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) was discovered in Minneapolis in 2010. In 2013 the Forestry
Department began the condemnation of infested ash trees on private property in an effort to
slow the spread of EAB. Because these trees were limited to the neighborhoods with known
infestations, approximately 220 private ash trees have been condemned thus far.

In addition to contracted removals on private property, the Forestry Department occasionally
contracts the removal of public trees. These are trees that are in a location or of a condition
that poses a significant liability and/or hazard for the individuals working on them.

Stump grinding is completed as part of tree removals. This work continues throughout the year
and focuses on removing stumps from boulevards and parks. In 2014 there 4230 stumps
removed at a cost of $350,491.28.

The 2015 budget for public stump removal is nearly $583,000. The costs for stump grinding are
based on the number of surface inches ground to a specified depth. In recent years bid prices
have remained relatively constant which has allowed for significant stump grinding to take
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place. There are approximately 6900 stumps to grind citywide with new stumps being added
annually. Factors such as location and accessibility of stumps plus the depth of the grind affect
the quantity removed. During 2015 the Forestry Department expects to be able to grind the
boulevard stumps that were created during 2014.

O.P. No. 8074 was issued to solicit bids for contracted tree removal and stump grinding.
Notification of O.P. 8074 was sent to fifty five tree care companies. Depending on the category
of work, as many as eight companies submitted bids to provide tree removal and stump
grinding services. The following companies are being recommended as being able to furnish all
personnel, fees, equipment, vehicles and incidentals necessary to accomplish the removal and
disposal of trees and stumps for the MPRB:

1. A Tree Service & Landscape, Inc.
2. A-lWalsh, Inc.
3. BJ Haines Tree Service
4. Breiwick Companies, Inc.
5. Daniel Thompson Tree Service, LLC
6. Precision Landscape & Tree, Inc.
7. Wilson Custom Tree
8. YTS Companies, LLC

Work will be assigned to these companies beginning with the low bidder. The amount of work
assigned will depend on the amount of work that is available during the season as well as the
volume of work that bidders can accomplish in a timely manner. During a typical year, each
company listed will be assigned some work because, during peak times, more than one
company is needed to keep up with the work that needs to be done.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS

Resolution No. 2014-144, authorizing approval of O.P. No. 7903 for
$625,000 of tree removal and $375,000 of stump grinding for an
estimated total expenditure of $1,000,000 to be used as needed through
the period ending March 31, 2015, all in accordance with specifications.

March 19, 2014

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of contracts for an estimated $625,000 of tree removal and an
estimated $583,000 of stump grinding for an estimated total expenditure of $1,208,000 as
requested per O.P. 8074 to be used as needed through the period ending March 31, 2016.
This action is supported by the MPRB's Comprehensive Plan 2007-2020 Vision Theme 1 -
"Healthy boulevard trees connect all city residents to their park system".
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ATTACHMENTS:

Warnberg - Tree&Stump Removal.March2015 (PDF)

Prepared By: Ralph Sievert, Interim Asst. Superintendent for Environmental Ste, Forestry
Review:
Justin Long Completed 03/17/2015 1:58 PM
Jayne Miller Completed 03/20/2015 9:44 AM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 04/01/2015 5:00 PM
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