7.7

Resolution 2015-130

Resolution Authorizing the Acquisition of Real Property by Purchase or Condemnation
from Graco Minnesota, Inc. for East Bank Trail Purposes

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority by charter and by law to acquire parkland with
six votes of the Board of Commissioners;

Whereas, The MPRB has adopted the Above the Falls Regional Park Master Plan that defines a
regional park boundary along both sides of the Mississippi River from the Plymouth Avenue
Bridge to the northern city boundary limits;

Whereas, Certain portions of property owned by Graco Minnesota, Inc. are within the Above
the Falls Regional Park Master Plan boundary;

Whereas, A portion of the Graco property is a critical acquisition for implementation of the
Riverfront Trail System articulated in RiverFirst, A Park Design Proposal and Implementation
Framework for the Minneapolis Upper Riverfront that was approved by the MPRB in March
2012;

Whereas, By agreement with the City of Minneapolis in 2000, Graco was to convey a trail
easement to the MPRB, that this conveyance was never completed due to miscommunication
between the City, Graco and the MPRB, and that subsequently the MPRB and Graco have
continued negotiating in good faith for the purchase of the easement, but that such
negotiations have not been successful;

Whereas, The acquisition of this property is necessary to extend the existing East Bank public
trail system north of the Plymouth Avenue Bridge by over 1000 linear feet along the Mississippi
River;

Whereas, it is necessary, desirable, and in the public interest to acquire a permanent easement
in the real property shown on Exhibit A attached hereto for parkland as a part of the East Bank
Trail portion of the Riverfront Trail System, which will be for public use and serve a public
purpose by providing a public trail system to connect with existing state and regional public
trails and provide public possession, ownership and enjoyment of the shoreland of the
Mississippi River and also provide additional protection of the Mississippi River through public
ownership and enjoyment; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs”;

Resolution 2015-130 Page 1

Packet Pg. 85




7.7

RESOLVED, That the Board authorize the acquisition of a permanent easement, together with
such temporary construction easements as may be needed to construct the parkland and trail
purposes described above, in the real property shown on Exhibit A attached hereto, by
continued good faith negotiations, or, if such negotiations are not successful, by the
condemnation of a permanent easement, together with such temporary construction
easements as may be needed to construct the parkland and trail purposes described above,
from Graco Minnesota, Inc., for East Bank Trail purposes;

RESOLVED, That the Board retain the law firm of Malkerson Gunn Martin, Ltd, to provide legal
services in connection with the negotiation, purchase or condemnation of the Graco property,
and authorizes the law firm of Malkerson Gunn Martin, Ltd, to commence any necessary legal
proceedings under Minn. Stat. Ch. 117 at such time as it may become necessary, working in
conjunction with general counsel Rice, Michels & Walther, LLP, and MPRB staff; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: February 18, 2015

SUBJECT: Resolution Authorizing the Acquisition of Real Property by Purchase or Condemnation

from Graco Minnesota, Inc. for East Bank Trail Purposes

BACKGROUND

This board action would authorize either a purchase agreement or beginning of a
condemnation action to acquire the property shown on Attachment A (Map) owned by Graco
Minnesota, Inc. The property is located along the east bank of the Mississippi River, between
the Scherer Property and the Broadway Avenue Bridge.

The property is wholly within the current Met Council-adopted Above the Falls Regional Park
Master Plan boundary (from the year 2000). The property consists of approximately 1.87 acres
and has 1000 linear feet of Mississippi riverfront. MPRB staff is working on an appraisal to
determine the fair market value of the property.

Acquisition of this property supports the implementation of RiverFirst: A Park Design Proposal
and Implementation Framework for the Minneapolis Upper Riverfront (RiverFirst). RiverFirst is
the result of the Minneapolis Riverfront Development Initiative and was approved by the MPRB
on March 14, 2012. This acquisition is critical to providing the Riverfront Trail System
envisioned for this area within the development framework. The Riverfront Trail System is a
combination of pedestrian and bicycle trails along the river’s banks and “Knot Bridges” attached
to existing bridges. It will complete critical connections along the river, and better connect
North Minneapolis to Northeast Minneapolis for pedestrians and cyclists. More particularly,
this parcel is critical to moving forward on the East Bank Trail, for which federal funding was
secured in 2012.

MPRB staff anticipates a funding package for this parcel that includes funding from the
Metropolitan Council and the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization (MWMO).

MPRB staff will work with Metropolitan Council and MWMO staff to submit funding requests
on a timetable to meet legal obligations, no matter which way the acquisition proceeds.

LEGAL REVIEW

Resolution 2015-130 Page 3

Packet Pg. 87




7.7

MPRB legal counsel has been involved in discussions with outside condemnation counsel,

should negotiations with Graco fail to produce a signed purchase agreement.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS

March 14, 2012 Resolution Approving the Final Report of the Minneapolis Riverfront
Development Initiative Entitled RiverFIRST: a Park Design Proposal and

Implementation Framework for the Minneapolis Upper Riverfront

March 6, 2013 Resolution Approving East Bank Trail — Grant

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends authorizing the acquisition of the real property shown on Exhibit A attached
hereto, by purchase or condemnation from Graco Minnesota, Inc., for East Bank Trail purposes.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.

Goal: Focused land management supports current and future generations.

ATTACHMENTS:

. Attachment a - Graco Easement Outline (PDF)

Prepared By: Renay Leone, Real Estate Coordinator, Strategic Planning

Review:

Adam Arvidson Completed  02/12/2015 9:58 AM

Michael Schroeder Completed 02/12/2015 2:42 PM

Jayne Miller Completed 02/12/2015 3:39 PM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 02/18/2015 5:00 PM
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