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Resolution 2015-119

Resolution Authorizing Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board to Apply for 2015 Permits
from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to Control Aquatic Plants at

Lakes Harriet, Calhoun, Cedar, Isles, Nokomis and Wirth

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the manager and the steward of
Minneapolis lakes;

Whereas, The lakes are important recreational resources for Minneapolis citizens;

Whereas, The MPRB performs seasonal aquatic vegetation harvesting in order to facilitate
access to recreational opportunities in city lakes;

Whereas, Aquatic plant control is regulated by Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
(MnDNR) and requires annual permits;

Whereas, The permits are limited to aquatic plant control within the following parameters: to
provide riparian access, enhance recreational use, control invasive aquatic plants, manage
water levels, and protect or improve habitat;

Whereas, The MPRB has identified areas that fit the above criteria; and

Whereas, These recommendations are supported by Vision Theme 1: Urban forests, natural
areas, and waters that endure and captivate and Vision Theme 2: Recreation that inspires
personal growth, healthy lifestyles and a sense of community as articulated in the MPRB 2007-
2020 Comprehensive Plan;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize MPRB staff to apply for 2015 permits
from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to control aquatic plants at Lakes
Harriet, Calhoun, Cedar, Isles, Nokomis and Wirth; and

RESOLVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board are authorized to take all necessary
administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation BoardTO:

Justin Long, Assistant Superintendent for Environmental StewardFROM:

February 4, 2015DATE:

SUBJECT: Resolution Authorizing Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board to Apply for 2015 Permits
from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to Control Aquatic Plants at Lakes
Harriet,Calhoun,Cedar, Isles, Nokomis and Wirth

BACKGROUND
During the months of May, June, July, and August the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board
(MPRB) performs aquatic plant control in order to facilitate access to the city lakes. This control
is primarily in the form of aquatic vegetation harvesting which involves running a machine that
cuts aquatic plants (primarily milfoil) down to about 4 feet below the surface. The cut ends are
loaded on to the harvester with a conveyor, and then removed from the lake and hauled to a
composting site. This harvesting is effective in providing space for operation of keeled boats,
swimming, and fishing to occur without significant obstruction.

In 2012, 2013, and 2014, the MPRB contracted with a SCUBA diving company to conduct
selective aquatic plant removal at Lake Nokomis and Wirth Lake. This pilot project was
conducted to help limit the spread of aquatic invasive species, to facilitate plant removal at
Wirth Lake with the addition of the new boardwalk, and to assess the effectiveness of using
SCUBA divers to manage plant growth. The results have been encouraging and plans are in
place to use SCUBA divers at Nokomis and Wirth again in 2015.

Aquatic plant control is regulated by Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MnDNR)
who issues a permit for this work and provides small grants that reimburse the MPRB for a
portion of this work (less than 20% of the costs). State law allows aquatic plant control "to
provide riparian access, enhance recreational use, control invasive aquatic plants, manage
water levels, and protect or improve habitat." Aquatic plant control may not be performed for
aesthetic reasons alone and no more than 50% of the littoral area (the zone less than 15 feet
deep) may be harvested.

Aquatic plants are very important to the health of lakes. Overly aggressive control of aquatic
plants such as Eurasian water milfoil can damage habitat needed by fish and other animals.

Harvesting does provide for important recreational access in city lakes, but it does not lessen
the degree of milfoil infestation. The MPRB's harvesting program focuses on removing aquatic
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plants from Lakes Harriet, Calhoun, Isles, Cedar, Nokomis and Wirth in order to provide access
to and improve recreational opportunities in the following areas:

• beach areas
• channels between the lakes
• sailboat buoy and canoe rack areas

• select fishing areas to remove significant milfoil mats

Each year, the MPRB submits permit applications to the MnDNR for aquatic plant control with
maps of the proposed harvest and removal areas. The MPRB also applies for grants from the
MnDNR to reimburse a portion of the harvesting and removal expenses. Less than 20% of the
expenses are eligible for reimbursement.

In 2012, a second aquatic plant harvester was purchased by the MPRB. It was delivered in late
July 2012 and was put into the water for use in August. Having two harvesters for use again in
2015 may enable the lakes to be harvested by the aquatic plant harvester three times during
the growing season. Operational plans are to get the harvesters in the water earlier and to
harvest each lake two to three times. The lakes that will have plants removed by SCUBA divers
will be harvested once or twice, depending on plant growth.

In 2015, the MPRB plans to start cutting as early as possible at Isles to clear lanes of curly leaf
pondweed. This has been the approach since 2012, and it has worked well. The MPRB received
compliments on aquatic plant harvesting at Lake of the Isles in 2012.

The proposed harvesting and removal maps for 2015 are attached. There are no changes from
the 2014 maps.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners authorize staff to apply for 2015 permits
from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to control aquatic plants at Lakes
Harriet, Calhoun, Cedar, Isles, Nokomis and Wirth and for 2015 grants for partial expense
reimbursement.

This action is consistent with the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan:

Vision Theme 1:
Goal:

Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate.
Sound management techniques provide healthy, diverse, and sustainable
natural resources.

Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles and a sense of
community.
People play, learn, and develop a greater capacity to enjoy life.

Vision Theme 2:

Goal:
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PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS
Resolution 2014-1541 Resolution to Authorize Staff to Apply for 2014 Permits from the

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to Control Aquatic
Plants at Lakes Harriet,Calhoun, Cedar, Isles, Nokomis and Wirth.

Resolution 2013-146 Resolution to Authorize Staff to Apply for 2013 Permits from the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to Control Aquatic
Plants at Lakes Harriet,Calhoun, Cedar, Isles, Nokomis and Wirth.

ATTACHMENTS:

Calhoun_Mil_2015 (PDF)

Ced_Mil_2015 (PDF)

Harriet_Mil_2015 (PDF)

Isl Mil 2015 (PDF)

Nok_Mil_2015 (PDF)

Wir_Mil_2015 (PDF)

Prepared By: Lori Smiley,Office Support Specialst III, Environmental Operations
Review:
Debra Pilger Completed
Justin Long Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 02/04/2015 5:00 PM

01/16/2015 2:38 PM
01/23/2015 1:31PM
01/24/2015 7:17 PM
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