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Resolution 2015-116

Resolution Accepting Non-Appointed Citizen Advisory Committee Recommendations
and Approving Plans for the McRae Park Athletic Field

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is a steward of the Minneapolis
parks;

Whereas, MPRB staff has identified the existing athletic field at McRae Park as in need of
upgrades to create a safe and reliable play surface for youth and adult sports;

Whereas, The Board desires broad and representative stakeholder involvement in decision
making when constructing or redeveloping park facilities;

Whereas, Three public open houses were conducted to assess community interests and fulfill
the community engagement policy;

Whereas, The non-appointed Community Advisory Committee has expressed support for the
concept plan;

Whereas, The athletic field improvements found in the concept plan will require an increased
level of turf management to sustain the reconstructed athletic fields in a safe and playable
state;

Whereas, Following all MPRB policies and procedures, Environmental Stewardship staff is
authorized to use fertilizers and herbicides to properly manage the turf; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs";

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accept the non-appointed Community Advisory
Committee recommendations and approve plans for the McRae Park Athletic Field; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Planning CommitteeTO:

Michael Schroeder,FROM:

February 4, 2015DATE:

SUBJECT: Resolution Accepting Non-Appointed Citizen Advisory Committee Recommendations
and Approving Plans for the McRae Park Athletic Field

BACKGROUND

This action considers the approval of re-constructing the athletic fields at McRae Park in South
Minneapolis. The field is currently home to many adult and youth sports programs, all of which
the community wishes to protect. The fields are in dire need of re-construction, as they are
riddled with weeds, holes, and other un-safe materials.

Because the community, as documented by the planning process, expects more robust turf
management in field areas, this action authorizes staff to use fertilizers and herbicides to
encourage a vigorous turf and limit weed encroachment.

The concept plan addresses two major issues: safety and stormwater drainage. Currently the
site is shaped like a bowl and has a cast iron catch basin in the middle of the football field
posing a safety hazard. The concept plan reshapes the ground to be a mound, rather than a
bowl. New stormwater catch basins will be installed on the perimeter of the field, draining the
surface efficiently and minimizing safety concerns. The broomball ice sheets that are currently
in the middle of the field will be moved to the outside edges of the field, thus moving the turf
die-off away from the high quality field areas. Field irrigation will be installed.

There were three community open houses at the McRae Recreation Center during the summer
of 2014. The meetings were attended by youth sport coaches, sports parents, the Field, Regina,
Northrup Neighborhood Group, MPRB Commissioners, and other members of the public. At the
final meeting, the non-appointed Community Advisory Committee (CAC) agreed with the
concept and is making it their recommendation to pursue the plan.

The Project Advisory Committee (PAC) met at the beginning of the project to outline MPRB
needs for the field at McRae Park. The PAC was reconvened to review the non-appointed CAC
concept plan, and found it to be agreeable.

RELATED BOARD ACTIONS
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February 5, 2014 Petitions and Communications 2034, McRae Park Athletic Field
Improvements Community Engagement Plan

FUNDING / COST SUMMARY

$Sources 225,000
$Capitol Improvement 225,000

$ 225,000Uses
$Consultant Fees

MPRB Design fees
Survey and Soil Testing
Field Construction
Construction Contingency

16,500
6,000
4,000

180,000
18,000

$
$
$
$

$Balance 500

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends accepting the non-appointed Citizen Advisory Committee recommendations
and approving plans for the McRae Park Athletic Field.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense
of community.
Residents, visitors, and workers enjoy opportunities to improve health
and fitness.
People play, learn, and develop a greater capacity to enjoy life.

Vision Theme 2:

Goal:

Goal:

HISTORY:

01/21/15 Planning Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

Concept Plan (PDF)

Concept Grading Plan (PDF)
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Prepared By: Tyler Pederson,,Design and Project Management
Review:
Cliff Swenson Completed 01/09/2015 9:52 AM
Michael Schroeder Completed 01/12/2015 1:05 PM
Jayne Miller Completed 01/12/2015 1:18 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 02/04/2015 5:00 PM
Planning Committee Completed 01/21/2015 5:20 PM
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