8.B.1

Resolution 2014-363

Resolution Accepting the Non-Appointed Citizen Advisory Committee
Recommendations and Approving the Concept Plan for Playground Improvements at
Hi-View Park in Northeast Minneapolis

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the
Minneapolis parks;

Whereas, The MPRB has allocated $150,000 for the playground and related improvements at
Hi-View Park within the 2013 Capital Improvement Program (CIP);

Whereas, A non-appointed community advisory committee (CAC) was established with the
charge to provide design recommendations for playground improvements at Hi-View Park;

Whereas, The Board desires broad and representative stakeholder involvement in decision
making when constructing or redeveloping park facilities;

Whereas, A community engagement process, including soliciting feedback on site and at nearby
existing events, three public meetings, and use of mailed and digital communication methods
have been employed to fulfill the CAC charge;

Whereas, Community members have guided the design recommendations resulting in a
concept plan for playground improvements at Hi-View Park;

Whereas, The MPRB project team has refined the concept plans to balance community input
and project budget parameters; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs”;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accept the non-appointed Community Advisory
Committee recommendations and approve the concept plans for playground improvements at

Hi-View Park in Northeast Minneapolis; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Planning Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder,

DATE: December 17, 2014

SUBJECT: Resolution Accepting the Non-Appointed Citizen Advisory Committee Recommendations

and Approving the Concept Plan for Playground Improvements at Hi-View Park in
Northeast Minneapolis

BACKGROUND

This resolution considers approval of the recommended concept plan for playground
improvements at Hi-View Park in northeast Minneapolis. The playground improvements were
proposed as part of the 2013 Capital Improvement Program (CIP). Funding in the amount of
$150,000 has been allocated for the design and construction of this park improvement.

Hi-View Park is a neighborhood park, just under four acres in size, near the northeast corner of
the City. The playground was originally constructed in 1991. The existing equipment has
reached the end of its anticipated lifespan and does not meet current accessibility and safety
standards. The existing surfacing is sand, and a large pathway divides the preschool age (2-5)
area from the school age (5-12) area. The existing playground is adjacent to an open sided park
shelter which provides public restrooms and a mechanical room. The playground is also near
the wading pool, which creates a close and safe relationship for play between pool and play
equipment. There are multiple routes leading to the playground from all directions.

The community engagement process for the playground was combined with the community
engagement process for the wading pool improvements, which will also be constructed in 2015.
Three community meeting dates were advertised through digital and paper communications,
with the third defined as “tentative”. In advance of the meeting dates, residents and park users
were invited to share their preferences for pool and playground improvements at two
neighborhood events, and one survey held at the playground that provided both English and
Spanish materials and speakers. The public was also invited to take an online survey. Survey
responses, and the input gathered through the three events informed the suggestion of
Kompan as the equipment manufacturer and the options presented at the second community
meeting.

At the first community meeting participants discussed various Kompan equipment options and
agreed that it seemed like a good manufacturer to use for their park. Participants were
particularly interested in the Galaxy Miram, the Robinia lines using Black Locust timbers. They
requested a small child oriented area where the larger children would not likely be interested in
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dominating the play equipment. They hoped the existing pool turtle could be included in either
the park or the playground in a prominent place, that both belt and toddler swings could be
provided, and that the existing trees could be saved.

The community participants expressed a preference to have the playground constructed as late
in 2015 as possible. They felt that in the spring families and children really want access to their
parks, and that it was important to leave the playground open during the summer while the
pool was under construction.

At the second community meeting, Ultimate Playgrounds, the representative of Kompan
equipment, presented four playground design options. The community members liked the
Black Locust equipment, but ultimately decided that the mix of natural timbers and modern
equipment in one playground was not desirable. They indicated a preference for several of the
age 2-5 equipment pieces, and asked to see options that included a basket swing as well as two
belt swings, a tot seat, and an accessible chair seat.

Based on the input received during the second meeting, staff worked with Ultimate
Playgrounds to develop two options that fit within the budget and sent them to the meeting
participants and interested neighbors for initial review. Because of low meeting attendance,
staff posted the two options online as part of a short survey. Response rate for the survey was
high, and several community members had questions and concerns, leading staff to hold a third
meeting.

At the third community meeting, staff reviewed many of the questions and issues discussed
during the survey process and provided some alternative options within the basic designs. The
community members agreed on a concept and color scheme and passed a recommendation to
proceed with construction in the fall of 2015.

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY

Sources $150,000.00
2013 Net Debt Bonds $150,000

Uses $149,300.00
Survey / Geotechnical Report $2,100
MPRB Staff time $9,000
Communications / Advertising $3,700
Estimated Construction costs $131,000

Resolution 2014-363 Page 3

8.B.1

Packet Pg. 86




8.B.1

Construction Contingency $3,500

Balance $700.00

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners accept the non-appointed Community
Advisory Committee recommendations and approve the concept plans for playground
improvements at Hi-View Park in Northeast Minneapolis.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 2: Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense
of community.
Goal: Residents, visitors, and workers enjoy opportunities to improve health
and fitness.
Goal: People connect through parks and recreation.
HISTORY:
12/03/14 Planning Committee ADOPTED
ATTACHMENTS:
° 2014-11-22_Hi-ViewPark-Poster (PDF)
° 2014-11-22_Hi-ViewPark-Plan (2) (PDF)

Prepared By: Kate Lamers,, Design and Project Management

Review:

Cliff Swenson Completed 11/20/2014 8:04 AM

Michael Schroeder Completed 11/21/2014 12:50 PM

Jayne Miller Completed 11/23/2014 3:39 PM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 12/17/2014 5:00 PM
Planning Committee Completed 12/03/2014 5:20 PM
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