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Resolution 2014-335

Resolution Authorizing the Superintendent to Execute a Preliminary Memorandum of
Understanding with the City of Minneapolis for a Promise Zone Initiative Application,

Contingent on Board Approval of the Final Memorandum of Understanding If the City is
Awarded a Promise Zone Designation

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks;

Whereas, The Obama Administration invites a second round of eligible applicants to apply for a
Promise Zones designation;

Whereas, The US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) intends to designate
six urban communities;

Whereas, The designation does not include grant funds, but Promise Zones receive any
available preference for certain competitive federal programs and technical assistance;

Whereas, The City of Minneapolis is preparing a Promise Zone designation application for a
portion of north Minneapolis;

Whereas, The City of Minneapolis has invited the MPRB to be an implementing partner in the
application process and requests that the MPRB approved a draft Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) for the application;

Whereas, The MPRB will be asked to approve a final MOU if the designation is approved;

Whereas, The City of Minneapolis and the MPRB, along with their many partners, are
committed to the health, safety and vitality of residents in north Minneapolis; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Recreation that Inspires Personal Growth, Healthy Lifestyles, and a Sense of
Community;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize the Superintendent to execute a
preliminary Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Minneapolis for a Promise Zone
Initiative Application, contingent on Board approval of the final Memorandum of
Understanding if the City is awarded a Promise Zone Designation; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
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all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Administration & Finance CommitteeTO:

Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for PlanningFROM:

November 19, 2014DATE:

Resolution Authorizing the Superintendent to Execute a Preliminary Memorandum of
Understanding with the City of Minneapolis for a Promise Zone Initiative Application,
Contingent on Board Approval of the Final Memorandum of Understanding If the City is
Awarded a Promise Zone Designation

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

The resolution allows the Superintendent to enter into a preliminary memorandum of
understanding with the City of Minneapolis (City) (Attachment A ) for a Promise Zone Initiative
application for a portion of north Minneapolis. The City has invited the Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board (MPRB) to be an Implementing Partner in the application. The application
requires Implementing Partners to sign a preliminary, non-binding Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU). Implementing Partners are those organizations and agencies that will
be part of drafting and implementing goals and strategies in the Promise Zone. These goals
and strategies will be centered around: Stable Flousing; Jobs and Economic Development; Safe
and Healthy Neighborhoods; and Educational Achievement and Training.

The Promise Zone is an initiative of the Obama Administration. In his 2013 State of the Union
Address, the President laid out an initiative to designate a number of high-poverty urban, rural
and tribal communities as Promise Zones, where the federal government will partner with and
invest in communities to create jobs, leverage private investment, increase economic activity,
expand educational opportunities, and reduce violent crime. No grant funds come with this
designation. Flowever, Promise Zones will receive any available preference for certain
competitive federal programs and technical assistance.
The MOU has been reviewed by legal counsel.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends authorizing the Superintendent to execute a preliminary Memorandum of
Understanding with the City of Minneapolis for a Promise Zone Initiative Application,
contingent on Board approval of the final Memorandum of Understanding if the City is awarded
a Promise Zone Designation.

This Board action is consistent with the following 2007-2020 MPRB Comprehensive Plan vision
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and goal statements:

Vision Theme 3: Recreation that Inspires Personal Growth, Healthy Lifestyles, and a Sense
of Community

Goal: Parks provide a center for community living.

HISTORY:

11/05/14 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

MOU_Minneapolis Promise Zone (PDF)

Prepared By: Jennifer Ringold, Manager of Public Engagement & Citywide Planning,Strategic
Planning
Review:
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Bruce Chamberlain Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
Administration & Finance Committee
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

10/27/2014 8:13 PM
10/28/2014 5:35 PM

10/28/2014 5:35 PM
Completed
Pending

11/05/2014 5:20 PM
11/19/2014 5:00 PM
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