10.A.2

Resolution 2014-332

Resolution to Approve the Request to Acquire 2603 2Nd Ave N from Hennepin County,
Tax Forfeited Land Division, to Add to Bassett's Creek Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to acquire parkland with six votes of the Board of
Commissioners;

Whereas, The MPRB has owned and operated Bassett’s Creek Park in the City of Minneapolis
since the 1930s;

Whereas, 2603 2" Avenue North is a landlocked parcel located within the designated
boundaries of Bassett’s Creek Park, adjacent to Bassett Creek and in June, 2014, was forfeited
to the State of Minnesota for non-payment of property taxes;

Whereas, The MPRB is a governmental entity of the State of Minnesota pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes Section 282.01, subdivision 1a(i), and eligible to request to acquire tax forfeited land;

Whereas, The MPRB desires to acquire 2603 2" Avenue North to use for public parkland, as
part of Bassett’s Creek Park; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;”

RESOLVED, That the Board authorize the acquisition of 2603 2nd Ave N from Hennepin County,
Tax Forfeited Land Division to add to Bassett's Creek Park; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning

DATE: November 19, 2014

SUBIJECT: Resolution to Approve the Request to Acquire 2603 2Nd Ave N from Hennepin County,

Tax Forfeited Land Division, to Add to Bassett's Creek Park

BACKGROUND

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MRPB) acquired the land now comprising Bassett’s
Creek Park in the 1930s from a variety of prior owners. Since that time trails, picnic areas and
other park amenities have been added to the property for the enjoyment of the public. The
property known as 2306 2"% Avenue North is a landlocked parcel, previously owned by a private
party, within the boundaries of Bassett’s Creek Park (see Attachment A for a map showing the
location of the property). This action authorizes the MPRB to submit a request to acquire the
property from Hennepin County, which is the first step toward acquisition.

2306 2" Avenue North is a natural addition to the park, being located along the south side of
Bassett’s Creek and surrounded by mostly parkland and a small section of railroad property to
the northeast. On June 13, 2014, this property was forfeited to the State of Minnesota for non-
payment of property taxes. As a governmental entity authorized to acquire tax forfeited
parcels pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 282.01, subdivision 1a, MPRB may request to
acquire properties such as this parcel directly from Hennepin County’s Tax Forfeited Land
Division.

Once MPRB’s request is submitted to Hennepin County, the parcel will be removed from the
auction list for December, 2014, and the process for conveyance of the land to MPRB will begin.
Because this parcel abuts Bassett’s Creek, DNR approval is required. The County will obtain the
approval and process the transfer to MPRB. Staff anticipates the cost to MPRB to be nominal,
as this will be by a conditional use deed (requiring its use solely for parkland) rather than a
purchase for fair market value.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of the acquisition of 2603 2nd Ave N from Hennepin County, Tax
Forfeited Land Division to add to Bassett's Creek Park.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
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Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs

Goal: Focused land management supports current and future generations.

HISTORY:

11/05/14 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

. Attachment A - Map of 2603 2nd Av N (PDF)

Prepared By: Renay Leone, Real Estate Coordinator, Strategic Planning
Review:

Jennifer Ringold Completed  10/24/2014 6:57 AM

Bruce Chamberlain Completed  10/26/2014 8:53 AM

Jayne Miller Completed 10/26/2014 8:52 AM

Administration & Finance Committee Completed  11/05/2014 5:20 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 11/19/2014 5:00 PM
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