9.B.1

Resolution 2014-323

Resolution Authorizing the Formation and Charge of an Appointed Community Advisory
Committee (CAC) for Minneapolis Sculpture Garden Reconstruction and Cowles
Conservatory Renovation

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the Minneapolis
Park System;

Whereas, In 1988 the MPRB collaborated with the Walker Art Center to develop the
Minneapolis Sculpture Garden, the first major urban sculpture park in the country;

Whereas, The Minneapolis Sculpture Garden has proven to be an icon for not only the City of
Minneapolis, but the State of Minnesota;

Whereas, After 25 years with over 8 million visitors, the Sculpture Garden’s infrastructure is
showing increasing deterioration;

Whereas, New technologies are available to develop a more sustainable landscape as well as
features to relieve the operational and maintenance costs for the park and improve universal
accessibility;

Whereas, The MPRB and Walker Art Center are partners in development of the Minneapolis
Sculpture Garden Reconstruction and Cowles Conservatory Renovation project;

Whereas, The Mississippi Watershed Management Organization (MWMO) has committed up to
$1.5 million for innovative stormwater manage practices for the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden;

Whereas, In May 2014 the Minnesota Legislature appropriated $8.5 million in State bonding for
the complete renovation of the Sculpture Garden;

Whereas, The MPRB desires broad representation and participation in the planning,
development, and evaluation of park facilities, services, and programs;

Whereas, MPRB Code of Ordinances PB-11.4 states that the “Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board shall cause a community advisory committee to be created “; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs”;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize the formation and charge of an
appointed Community Advisory Committee (CAC) for the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden
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Reconstruction and Cowles Conservatory Renovation with the following charge and

composition:

CAC Charge:

The Minneapolis Sculpture Garden Reconstruction and Cowles Conservatory Renovation
CAC shall become knowledgeable about the project and its scope, understand and
represent the garden and conservatory needs of the community, users, and visitors, act
as community liaisons for the project, participate in public CAC meetings, advise MPRB
staff and consultants throughout the planning process and recommend to the Board of
Commissioners a preferred conceptual design for the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden

Reconstruction and Cowles Conservatory Renovation.

CAC Composition:

Appointing entity or person No. of CAC Appointees

Park Board President Wielinski (appoints chair)
Park District 4 Commissioner Anita Tabb

At Large Park Commissioner Annie Young

At Large Park Commissioner Meg Forney

At Large Park Commissioner John Erwin

Ward 7 Council Member Lisa Goodman

Walker Art Center

Mississippi Watershed Management Organization (MWMO)
Mayor Betsy Hodges

3rd District County Commissioner Marion Greene
Minneapolis School Board Director Josh Reimnitz
District 61A State Representative Frank Hornstein
District 61 State Senator D. Scott Dibble

Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association (LHNA)
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Lowry Hill East Neighborhood Association (LHENA) 1
Citizens for a Loring Park Community (CLPC) 1
Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Association (BMNA) 1
Kenwood Isles Area Association (KIAA) 1
University of Minnesota College of Design 1
Minneapolis Downtown Council 1
Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition 1
TOTAL 21; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Planning Committee

FROM: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning

DATE: November 5, 2014

SUBJECT: Resolution Authorizing the Formation and Charge of an Appointed Community Advisory

Committee (CAC) for Minneapolis Sculpture Garden Reconstruction and Cowles
Conservatory Renovation

BACKGROUND

The Minneapolis Sculpture Garden and Cowles Conservatory, designed by architect Edward
Larrabee Barnes, opened in 1988. The design and construction of the Sculpture Garden was a
collaborative effort between the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) and Walker
Art Center. Michael Van Valkenburgh and Associates designed an extension to the garden in the
early 1990s, extending the garden to the 11 acre site it is today.

After 25 years as a very popular and iconic park in Minneapolis and Minnesota, the Sculpture
Garden shows wear and deterioration. Planters and stairs are breaking, walkways are eroding,
and plant material is overgrown and diseased. The entire garden has poor drainage and, in
some areas, cannot sustain the plant material. The Cowles Conservatory has an outdated
mechanical system, heaving brick walkways, and non-accessible restrooms. Overall, the
Sculpture Garden and Conservatory are in great need of refreshing and stabilizing.

The MPRB, in partnership with Walker Art Center, compiled a conceptual reconstruction and
renovation plan and budget. With this information, the MPRB has secured up to $1.5M from
the Mississippi Watershed Management Organization (MWMO) dedicated to innovative
stormwater management implementation and $8.5M from the State of Minnesota Capital
Grants to improve irrigation, drainage, the parking lot, security, granite substructures, concrete,
and fixtures with more ecologically sustainable options that are less expensive to maintain;
increase physical accessibility in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act; transplant
and replace trees and plant materials; and improve the Cowles Conservatory to permit its
flexible reuse in a way that is more ecologically sustainable and less expensive to maintain.

The major focus of the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden Reconstruction and Cowles Conservatory
Renovation project is to reconstruct the sculpture garden which presents an opportunity to
improve upon the existing garden, such as its entrance points, and relationships with the
conservatory building and adjacent amenities. It is the MPRB’s expectation to improve the
visitor’s garden and art experience and improve the ongoing maintenance and operations of
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the garden and conservatory. The garden and conservatory building will be evaluated to
visualize the highest and best purpose for the future.

Community engagement will focus on community and user input to inform the development of
the conceptual plans for the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden Reconstruction and Cowles
Conservatory Renovation. Due to the high level of stakeholders for this project and its city- and
state-wide impact, Commissioners are asked to approve the charge and composition of an
appointed community advisory committee for the concept design process.

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY

Sources $10,000,000
MWMO Grant up to$S 1,500,000
MN state bonding S 8,500,000
Uses $2,079,944
PSA - Oslund and Associates for schematic $ 772,500

design, construction documents, and
construction administration

PSA — M. A. Mortenson Company for $ 657,444
construction management as agency

Estimated future, in-house design/admin S 600,000
fees (based on 6% of project budget)

Estimated survey and soil testing costs $ 50,000

Balance $7,920,056

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the formation and charge of an appointed Community Advisory Committee
(CAC) for the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden Reconstruction and Cowles Conservatory
Renovation with the following charge and composition:

CAC Charge:
The Minneapolis Sculpture Garden Reconstruction and Cowles Conservatory Renovation
CAC shall become knowledgeable about the project and its scope, understand and
represent the garden and conservatory needs of the community, users, and visitors, act
as community liaisons for the project, participate in public CAC meetings, advise MPRB
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staff and consultants throughout the planning process and recommend to the Board of
Commissioners a preferred conceptual design for the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden

Reconstruction and Cowles Conservatory Renovation.

CAC Composition:

Appointing entity or person No. of CAC Appointees

Park Board President Wielinski (appoints chair)
Park District 4 Commissioner Anita Tabb
At Large Park Commissioner Annie Young
At Large Park Commissioner Meg Forney
At Large Park Commissioner John Erwin
Ward 7 Council Member Lisa Goodman
Walker Art Center
Mississippi Watershed Management Organization (MWMO)
Mayor Betsy Hodges
3rd District County Commissioner Marion Greene
Minneapolis School Board Director Josh Reimnitz
District 61A State Representative Frank Hornstein
District 61 State Senator D. Scott Dibble
Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association (LHNA)
Lowry Hill East Neighborhood Association (LHENA)
Citizens for a Loring Park Community (CLPC)
Bryn Mawr Neighborhood Association (BMNA)
Kenwood Isles Area Association (KIAA)
University of Minnesota College of Design
Minneapolis Downtown Council
Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition

TOTAL

1
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This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3:

Goal:

HISTORY:

10/22/14

needs

Parks shape and evolving city.

Planning Committee ADOPTED

Prepared By: Dana Murdoch,, Design and Project Management
Review:
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Cliff Swenson Completed  10/10/2014 10:35 AM

Bruce Chamberlain  Completed  10/11/2014 4:13 PM

Jayne Miller Completed 10/11/2014 4:13 PM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 11/05/2014 5:00 PM
Planning Committee Completed  10/22/2014 5:20 PM
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