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Resolution 2014-315

Resolution Accepting a Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund Grant from the State of
Minnesota in the Amount of $600,000 for Vegetation Enhancements at Theodore Wirth

Regional Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is authorized to contract with
public and private entities in the performance of its functions;

Whereas, The MPRB approved Resolution 2013-339 adopting a Legislative Agenda for 2014
which included submitting a grant to the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council for Native
Vegetation Enhancements at the Theodore Wirth Regional Park;

Whereas, The MPRB submitted a grant application to the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage
Council for Native Vegetation Enhancements at the Theodore Wirth Regional Park;

Whereas, The Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council recommended a $600,000 grant award
to the MPRB for native vegetation enhancements to improve native upland, shoreland and
wetland habitats in the Theodore Wirth Regional Park and the State of Minnesota Legislature
authorized the grant as recommended;

Whereas, MPRB financial policies require the Board acceptance grant awards to the MPRB over
$50,000; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Urban Forests, Natural Areas and Waters that endure and captivate;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accept a Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund
Grant from the State of Minnesota in the Amount of $600,000 for Vegetation Enhancements at
Theodore Wirth Regional Park; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Resolution 2014-315 Page 1

Packet Pg. 146



7.5

Minneapolis Park and Recreation BoardTO:

Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for PlanningFROM:

October 22, 2014DATE:

Resolution Accepting a Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund Grant from the State of
Minnesota in the Amount of $600,000 for Vegetation Enhancements at Theodore Wirth
Regional Park

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This Board action recommends acceptance of a $600,000 Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage
Council Grant for Native Vegetation Enhancements at the Theodore Wirth Regional Park. The
vegetation enhancements will improve native upland, shoreland and wetland habitats in the
Theodore Wirth Regional Park.

The project scope is to improve native vegetation and reduce non-native invasive species in the
wooded upland areas of south Wirth and the Back 40, to improve wetlands south of Glenwood,
and to improve shorelines around Twin and Sweeney Lakes. A conceptual map is attached.

The grant application lists staff time from planning and environmental managment as matching
funds in the total amount of $160,000 over five years to manage and implement the project.
The staff match will be percentages of existing staff positions and youth workers which are
included in the MPRB general fund budget.

The grant funds are allocated to staff time reimbursement ($35,000), supplies and materials
($65,000) and for contracted work ($500,000). Much of the grant will be implemented through
contracting work by qualified contractors. A portion will be completed by youth crews and
managed by existing full time staff. The grant application Approved Accomplishment Plan is
attached. The grant period is from July 1, 2014, through June 30, 2019.

Acceptance of this grant supports the approved recommended priorities of the Wirth Park
Citizen's Advisory Committee, which listed natural resource management in all areas of the
park as the second priority item for public funding. The work paid for under this grant will
move Wirth Regional Park toward more sustainable native communities as desired in the
master plan.

FUNDING / COST SUMMARY
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$760,000Sources
MPRB General Fund (existing staff time, youth crews)
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Grant

$ 160,000
$ 600,000 (pending)

$ 760,000Uses (estimated)
Contracted work ($500,000), materials and supplies ($65,000),
staff reimbursement ($35,000)
Staff Match

(not yet
contracted)
(existing staff)

$ 600,000

$ 160,000
Balance 00.00

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS

December 18, 2013 Resolution 2013-339 adopting a Legislative Agenda for 2014

Resolution 2012-1322 Accepting the Recommendations of the Theodore
Wirth Citizen's Advisory Committee and Approve the Concept Plan and
Funding Priorities

June 20, 2012

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends accepting the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund Grant from the State of
Minnesota in the Amount of $600,000 for Vegetation Enhancements at Theodore Wirth
Regional Park

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 1: Urban Forests, Natural Areas and Waters that endure and captivate

Sound management techniques provide healthy, diverse and sustainable
natural resources.
Knowledgeable stewards and partners generously support the system's
natural resources.

Goal:

Goal:

ATTACHMENTS:

2013 Wirth Met Council Grant Mapping 8.5X11 (PDF)

document Updated Accomplishment plan 5 22 2014 (PDF)

Prepared By: Andrea Weber, Project Manager, Design and Project Management
Review:
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Cliff Swenson Completed 10/08/2014 5:35 PM
Bruce Chamberlain Completed 10/10/2014 9:48 AM

10/10/2014 9:48 AM
Pending 10/22/2014 5:00 PM

Jayne Miller Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

Resolution 2014-315 Page 4

Packet Pg. 149


