8.B.1

Resolution 2014-309

Resolution Approving the Comment Letter for the Metropolitan Council's Draft Regional
Parks Policy Plan

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the
Minneapolis park system;

Whereas, The Metropolitan Council is required by state law to comprehensively review its
Regional Parks Policy Plan every four years and amend it as needed;

Whereas, The Metropolitan Council has developed a draft Regional Parks Policy Plan that
reflects the policies in its newly-adopted Thrive MSP 2040 plan;

Whereas, The Regional Parks Policy Plan guides acquisition and development of the regional
park system, including regional parks and trails within the Minneapolis park system;

Whereas, The Metropolitan Council seeks comments on the draft plan by October 30, 2014;
and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions “Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs;”

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve the comment letter for the Metropolitan
Council's Draft Regional Parks Policy Plan; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Planning Committee

FROM: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning

DATE: October 22, 2014

SUBJECT: Resolution Approving the Comment Letter for the Metropolitan Council's Draft Regional

Parks Policy Plan

Background

The Metropolitan Council (Council) has initiated a public comment period for the Draft Regional
Parks Policy Plan on October 30, 2014. The Council is required by state law to comprehensively
review its Regional Parks Policy Plan every four years and amend it as needed. In response to
this requirement, it developed a draft Regional Parks Policy Plan that reflects the policies in its
newly-adopted Thrive MSP 2040 plan. The plan guides acquisition and development of the
regional park system, including regional parks and trails within the Minneapolis park system.
Approving this action approves the MPRB’s comments on the Council’s Draft Regional Park
Policy Plan (Attachment A).

The Regional Parks System, supported by the Council in partnership with 10 implementing
agencies was established in 1974. At that time, the Legislature found that:

“The pressure of urbanization and development threatens the most valuable remaining large
recreational open spaces in the metropolitan area at the same time as the need for such areas
is increased. Immediate action is therefore necessary to provide funds to acquire, preserve,
protect and develop regional recreational open space for public use.” (Minn. Stat. 473.302) In
response to state legislation, about 31,000 acres of existing parks were designated as “regional
recreation open space.” The newly designated regional parks had about five million visits in
1975.

Over the past 40 years, the Council has invested state and regional funds to help local park
agencies develop those first designated regional parks, as well as to acquire and develop new
parks and trails for the growing metropolitan population. The Regional Parks System strives to
build upon the world class system of interconnected parks and natural areas first established in
Minneapolis by such visionaries as Horace Cleveland and Theodore Wirth, and extend that
model throughout the region. As of 2014, the Regional Parks System includes:

e 54,286 acres open for public use

e 53 regional parks and park reserves

e Eight special recreation features, such as the zoo and conservatory at Como Regional

Park
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® 40 regional trails, with 340 miles currently open to the public

e Over 46 million visits each year

e An investment of more than $658 million in state and regional dollars since
inception, with an additional $163 million of state funds to partially finance
operations and maintenance of the regional park system

Staff members reviewed the plan and provide a draft comment letter for commissioner review

and approval. Staff also coordinated with City of Minneapolis staff members that are preparing
a separate letter for approval by the Minneapolis City Council.

Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of the comment letter for the Metropolitan Council’s Draft
Regional Parks Policy Plan.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.
Goal: Parks shape an evolving city.
HISTORY:
10/01/14 Planning Committee ADOPTED
ATTACHMENTS:

. 10-19-14 draft comment letter Regional Park Policy Plan w edits (PDF)

Prepared By: Jennifer Ringold, Manager of Public Engagement & Citywide Planning, Strategic
Planning

Review:

Jennifer Ringold Completed 09/18/2014 4:15 PM

Bruce Chamberlain Completed 09/18/2014 4:59 PM

Jayne Miller Completed 09/21/2014 8:36 PM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending 10/22/2014 5:00 PM

Planning Committee Completed  10/01/2014 5:20 PM
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