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Resolution 2014-303

Resolution Accepting Xcel Energy's Renewable Development Fund Grant Award in the
Amount of $969,741 for Solar Installations at Park Locations Previously Approved by

the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board of Commissioners

Whereas, In spring 2013, the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) submitted a
Renewable Development Fund (RDF) grant application in the amount of $969,741 with a
$150,000 cash and in-kind MPRB match to Xcel Energy for at least 200 kilowatts (kW) of solar
panel installations on MPRB property;

Whereas, Xcel Energy recommended and the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission approved
full funding of MPRB's grant request;

Whereas, MPRB Board resolution 2013-332 identified projects to be implemented through the
grant including Parade Ice Garden rooftop, Lupient Water Park shade structure, Webber Park
rooftop, East Phillips Park wall-mount, Lake Calhoun refectory area post-mount, Lake Nokomis
shade structure, and Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Park rooftop along with project alternates
Powderhorn Park post-mount and Columbia Golf Course shade structure;

Whereas, After delays in grant awards due to legal challenges, Xcel Energy is now prepared to
enter into contracts with grant recipients;

Whereas, MPRB financial policies require Board of Commissioner acceptance of grant awards to
the MPRB over $50,000; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accept Xcel Energy's Renewable Development
Fund grant award in the amount of $969,741 for solar installations at park locations previously
approved by the MPRB Board of Commissioners; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation BoardTO:

Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for PlanningFROM:

October 1, 2014DATE:

SUBJECT: Resolution Accepting Xcel Energy's Renewable Development Fund Grant Award in the
Amount of $969,741for Solar Installations at Park Locations Previously Approved by the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board of Commissioners

BACKGROUND

This Board action considers acceptance of a solar grant from Xcel Energy.

Xcel Energy has approved full funding of MPRB's grant request for at least 200 kilowatts (kW) of
solar panels from Xcel's Renewable Development Fund. The grant award is $969,741 with a
$100,000 Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) match from the Sustainability Fund
and $50,000 of in-kind (staff time) match.

The project will include at least a 150 kW roof-mounted installation at Parade Ice Garden and
demonstration installations at high visibility locations including Lupient Water Park, Webber
Park, East Phillips Park, Lake Calhoun refectory, Lake Nokomis, and Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Park along with project alternates Powderhorn Park and Columbia Golf Course. The project
will also include an interpretive and educational program.

This is a very significant grant and will propel MPRB's sustainability initiative. Annually, the
combined projects will produce roughly 280,000 kilowatt hours, offset 400,000 pounds of
carbon, and at today's rates, reduce MPRB electricity bills by roughly $28,000.

Project installations will occur through 2015 and likely into 2016.

FUNDING / COST SUMMARY

$1,069,741Sources
$ 100,000
$ 969,741

MPRB Sustainability Fund
Xcel Energy RDF grant (pending)

$ 49,500Uses
$ 49,500Sustology project scoping PSA
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Balance $1,020,241

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS

February 20, 2013 Study Item - Overview of Xcel Renewable Development Fund (RDF) and
Anticipated MPRB Application to the Fund

Resolution 2013-157 authorizing $1million solar grant submission to Xcel
Energy

March 20, 2013

December 4, 2013 Resolution 2013-332 approving projects to implemented through Xcel
RDF grant

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends accepting Xcel Energy's Renewable Development Fund grant award in the
amount of $969,741 for solar installations at park locations previously approved by the MPRB
Board of Commissioners.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs

Parks shape an evolving city.
Financially independent and sustainable parks prosper.

Goal:

Goal:

ATTACHMENTS:

Xcel grant selection announcement (PDF)

Prepared By: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning, Planning Services
Review:
Bruce Chamberlain Completed 09/19/2014 3:09 PM
Jayne Miller Completed 09/21/2014 8:15 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending
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