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Resolution 2014-264

Resolution that the Board Accept a $25,000 Donation from the Friends of the Wildflower
Garden for Use with the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden Boardwalk Project and

Approve the Placement of a Plaque Honoring Cary George on the Bridge Portion of the
Boardwalk

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is a steward of the parks of
Minneapolis;

Whereas, The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary, founded in 1907, is the
oldest public wildflower garden in the United States, consisting of 15 acres of managed
woodland, wetland and oak savannah ecosystems which contain a diverse and abundant array
of native plants and wildlife including over 540 plants species and 130 bird species;

Whereas, The 2010-2015 Eloise Butler Management Plan adopted by the Board of
Commissioners in May 2010 outlines the goal to replace existing wetland bridges in the
Wildflower Garden as one of fifteen Garden Needs projects;

Whereas, The Friends of the Wildflower Garden have supported the activities, projects and
programs at the Wildflower Garden since the Friends organization was incorporated in 1952;

Whereas, The Friends of the Wildflower Garden have contributed significantly to the
development of the boardwalk project at Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden in partnership with
the MPRB;

Whereas, There is a precedent of recognizing the contributions made by all past Wildflower
Garden Curators including Eloise Butler,Martha Crone and Kenneth Avery;

Whereas, Cary George, the fourth Curator in the 107 year history of the Wildflower Garden
served from 1987 to 2003 and contributed greatly to the legacy of this exceptional public native
plant botanic garden and its collections;

Whereas, The installation of an ecologically sensitive boardwalk will improve access for
participants in educational programs and will allow for enhanced enjoyment of the Wildflower
Garden's wetland garden area by visitors;

Whereas, This action is supported by the 2007-2020 MPRB Comprehensive Plan Vision Theme 1
Goal: Residents and visitors enjoy and understand the natural environment;

Whereas, MPRB Policy VII.J.2 allows commemorative plaques to be affixed upon MPRB
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property to recognize individuals who have made significant contributions to the Park System
upon approval by the Board; and

Whereas, The Friends wish to donate $25,000 for the development of the boardwalk project
and to install a plaque on the main bridge of the boardwalk at Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden
in honor of the Wildflower Garden's fourth Curator, Cary George;

RESOLVED,That the Board of Commissioners accept a $25,000 donation from the Friends of the
Wildflower Garden for use with the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden Boardwalk Project and
approve the placement of a plaque honoring Cary George on the bridge portion of the
boardwalk; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Administration & Finance CommitteeTO:

Justin Long, Assistant Superintendent for Environmental StewardFROM:

August 20, 2014DATE:

Resolution that the Board Accept a $25,000 Donation from the Friends of the
Wildflower Garden for Use with the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden Boardwalk Project
and Approve the Placement of a Plaque Honoring Cary George on the Bridge Portion of
the Boardwalk

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary
The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary is the nation's oldest public wildflower
garden. Founded in 1907, this 15-acre native plant botanic garden has been managed to
contain a great diversity of flora and fauna native to Minnesota. Over the past 107 years, the
extensive native plant collections have been cared for and developed to foster biodiversity and
to showcase the beauty of Minnesota native plants. Features including trails, interpretive signs,
benches, bridges, the Ken Avery Birding Terrace, and the Martha Crone Visitor Shelter have
been developed to provide an enjoyable and educational experience for visitors. The
Wildflower Garden serves as key location for environmental education programs, both formal
and informal, within the Minneapolis Park system providing a wide variety of meaningful
opportunities for visitors to connect with and learn about the natural world.

The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden Boardwalk Project
A Management Plan for the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary was adopted
in May of 2010 by the Board of Commissioners. This guiding plan was designed and has been
used to serve as the principal reference for developing and implementing projects in and for
the Wildflower Garden.

The Friends of the Wildflower Garden, a 62 year old non-profit organization dedicated to
supporting programs and projects at the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden, has been a
consistent, supporting force in implementing the goals contained within the Wildflower
Garden's Management Plan.

In 2011, The Friends of the Wildflower Garden shared their interest as an organization in
becoming involved in the bridge replacement project outlined in the 2010-2015 Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden Management Plan. At this point in time, the Friends were interested in
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raising funds to support the project and also to create a location in the Wildflower Garden
where the Wildflower Garden's fourth Curator, Cary George, could be honored.

The MPRB and the Friends of the Wildflower Garden are partnering together to fund the design
and installation of the boardwalk in the Wildflower Garden's wetland area. To this end, the
Friends of the Wildflower Garden have raised $25,000 to support these efforts. The donation is
being given to the MPRB specifically for use towards the development of the boardwalk.

Dedication to Cary George
As is tradition in the Wildflower Garden, the three Curators that preceded Cary George have all
been honored through a tribute by the MPRB and/or the Friends of the Wildflower Garden.

The Wildflower Garden is named after Eloise Butler, the Wildflower Garden's first Curator, and
was done so in 1929, four years before her death. In addition, a large plaque mounted on a
boulder was installed in the Garden in 1933 at the request of then Superintendent Theodore
Wirth to pay tribute to Eloise Butler's contributions to the Minneapolis Park System.

In 1970, the newly built visitor shelter in the Wildflower Garden, a project which was developed
and paid for by the Friends of the Wildflower Garden, opened to the public and was named the
Martha Crone Visitor Shelter to honor the Wildflower Garden's second Curator, Martha Crone.
The name of the building is inscribed above the front entrance.

In 2005, a scenic terrace in the Wildflower Garden was replanted with native woodland
wildflowers, sedges, shrubs and trees and three benches, and a natural stone bird bath was
installed. These items were paid for by the Friends of the Wildflower with the MPRB providing
staff time for design, project management and installation. This new space in the Wildflower
Garden was dedicated to Kenneth Avery, the Wildflower Garden's third Curator and is called
the Ken Avery Birding Terrace with a small tribute plaque located on the stone bird bath.

Funding/Cost Summary
The Friends of the Wildflower Garden have raised $25,000 to donate to the Minneapolis Park
and Recreation Board for the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden Boardwalk Project. The
organization continues to fundraise for the Boardwalk Project and future donations for the
Project from the Friends of the Wildflower Garden are anticipated as a result. The donation
from the Friends of the Wildflower will be used to fund the first phase of the Boardwalk Project,
including: design fees, installation costs, and all expenses related to fabrication and installation
of a plaque to honor Cary George. The estimated plaque related expenses amount to $250.00.
The remaining funds totaling $24,750 will be used to cover expenses for the Boardwalk Project.

Related Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Comprehensive Plan Goals
The development of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden Boardwalk Project will meet several
goals outlined in the 2007-2020 MPRB Comprehensive Plan:
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Vision Theme 1: Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate

Goal: Sound management techniques provide healthy, diverse, and sustainable natural
resources.
Goal: Residents and visitors enjoy and understand the natural environment.
Goal: People and the environment benefit from the expansion and protection of natural
resources.
Goal: Knowledgeable stewards and partners generously support the system's natural
resources.

Vision Theme 2: Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense of
community

Goal: People play, learn, and develop a greater capacity to enjoy life.

RECOMMENDATION

MPRB staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners accept the $25,000 donation from
the Friends of the Wildflower Garden for use with the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden
Boardwalk Project and approve the placement of a plaque honoring Cary George on the bridge
portion of the boardwalk.

HISTORY:

08/06/14 Administration 81 Finance Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

Cary George Plaque 2014 (PDF)

letter of support for boardwalk donation (PDF)

Prepared By: Lori Smiley,Office Support Specialst III, Environmental Operations
Review:
Debra Pilger Completed
Justin Long Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
Administration & Finance Committee

07/17/2014 4:26 PM
07/20/2014 8:53 PM
07/21/2014 9:57 PM

Pending
Completed 08/15/2014 11:05 AM
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