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Resolution 2014-263

Resolution Authorizing the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board to Enter into the
“‘Agreement Between Minnehaha Creek Watershed District and Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board” to Partially Fund The 2014 Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

Aquatic Invasive Species Watercraft Inspection Program for a Total Up to $78,945

Whereas, The mission of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is to permanently
preserve, protect, maintain, improve, and enhance its natural resources, parkland, and
recreational opportunities for current and future generations;

Whereas, Preventing the spread of aquatic invasive species (AlS) is a top priority of the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the MPRB;

Whereas, The MPRB is authorized by the DNR to inspect water-related equipment in
accordance with AlS inspection protocols developed by the DNR;

Whereas, The MPRB has implemented an AlS inspection program;

Whereas, AlS and lake management plans, implementation and related activities are, and will
remain consistent with the goals of the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD)
Comprehensive Water Resources Management Plan;

Whereas, The MCWD and the MPRB will enter into the Agreement to document the
responsibilities to be assumed by each party, establish procedures to carry out these
responsibilities, and facilitate communication and cooperation between the parties;

Whereas, The Agreement has been reviewed by legal counsel; and

Whereas, This action is supported by Vision Theme 1: Urban Forests, Natural Areas, and Waters
that Endure and Captivate as articulated in the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize the Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board to enter into the “Agreement Between Minnehaha Creek Watershed District and
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board” to partially fund the 2014 Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board Aquatic Invasive Species Watercraft Inspection Program for a total up to
$78,945; and

RESOLVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board are authorized to take all necessary
administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Justin Long, Assistant Superintendent for Environmental Steward

DATE: August 20, 2014

SUBJECT: Resolution Authorizing the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board to Enter into the

“Agreement Between Minnehaha Creek Watershed District and Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board” to Partially Fund The 2014 Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
Aquatic Invasive Species Watercraft Inspection Program for a Total Up to $78,945

BACKGROUND

Aquatic invasive species (AIS) have become a major threat to water bodies nationwide. In
Minnesota, the Department of Natural Resources has identified preventing the spread of
aquatic invasive species as a top priority. With the discovery of zebra mussels in Lake
Minnetonka in July of 2010, the threat of aquatic invasive aquatic species infesting Minneapolis
lakes has grown very high. Due to this threat and the threat of other aquatic invasive species
invading Minneapolis lakes and streams, preventing the spread of AlS has become a top priority
of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB).

AIS threaten native species and aquatic ecosystems and impair water recreation activities. They
repress native species due to food competition. AIS can have serious detrimental impacts on
lake, stream and river ecology and decrease the recreational appeal of water bodies. There are
many significant concerns about the potential negative financial impacts of AIS from
recreational, tourism and management perspectives.

Due to the impending threat of AIS, the MPRB took definitive actions in 2012 to delay the
spread of aquatic invasive species. The Board passed an emergency resolution authorizing the
Superintendent to enact emergency inspection rules requiring all water-related equipment
using the public boat launches at Lakes Calhoun, Harriet and Nokomis to be inspected prior to
launching a boat between July 13, 2012, through September 30, 2012.

In 2013, the Board passed a resolution authorizing the Superintendent to enact inspection rules
requiring all water-related equipment using the public boat launches at Lakes Calhoun, Harriet
and Nokomis to be inspected prior to launching a boat between April 15, 2013, through
December 1, 2013. Boat launches were open 7 days a week from 6 am to 10 pm. Over that time
nearly 9,000 inspections were conducted over 11,000 hours.
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In 2014, the Board passed a resolution renewing the program authorizing the Superintendent
to enact the same inspection rules for all water-related equipment. Extensive data collected
during the 2013 AIS program allowed for the hours of the boat launches to be adjusted. The
2014 hours are listed below.
May 1 - September 1 6:00am to 10:00pm 7 days a week

September 2 - October 31 6:00am to 8:00pm 7 days a week

November 1 — December 1 7:00am to 5:00pm  Friday, Saturday, Sunday

7:00am to 5:00pm  Monday — Thursday *On Call
*On Call Program: Boaters call phone number posted at launch for an inspection

Fortunately, data shows that most boat launch users follow AIS guidelines, are cooperative with
inspectors, and support the program. Most AIS non-compliance can be corrected on-site and
very few users have been turned away for additional decontamination. Of the 2014 inspections
conducted in through June 30, only three boats have been denied launch use.

In 2012 the Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD) supported the Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board’s (MPRB) inspection program with a reimbursement of approximately
$16,000 worth of inspection costs. In 2013, under a greatly expanded program, that
reimbursement amount grew to $76,000.

The MCWD has funding to partially offset the aquatics invasive species inspection costs for the
MPRB’s 2014 AIS inspection program. In 2014 this reimbursement will potentially reach the
amount of $78,945.

The MCWD’s funding formula for 2014 AIS inspection program is to fund half of the difference
of the current year’s inspection costs minus the planned inspection costs for 2011. This is the
same formula the MCWD followed in 2012 and 2013 to support the MPRB AIS inspection
program.

This cooperative agreement between the MCWD and the MPRB documents the responsibilities
to be assumed by each party, establishes procedures to carry out these responsibilities, and
facilitates communication and cooperation between the parties.

The Agreement between MCWD and MPRB for this program has been reviewed by MPRB’s
legal counsel.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners authorize the Minneapolis Park and

Recreation Board to enter into the “Agreement Between Minnehaha Creek Watershed District
and Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board” to partially fund the 2014 Minneapolis Park and
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Recreation Board Agquatic Invasive Species Watercraft Inspection Program for a total up to
$78,945.

This action is consistent with the following 2007-2020 Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board
Comprehensive Plan Vision and Goal:
Vision Theme 1: Urban forests, natural areas, and waters that endure and captivate

Goal: Sound management techniques provide healthy, diverse and sustainable
natural resources.

Goal: Knowledgeable stewards and partners generously support the system’s
natural resources.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION

Resolution 2013 -292 Resolution authorizing the Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board to enter into the “Agreement Between Minnehaha Creek
Watershed District and Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board”
to partially fund the 2013 Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
Aguatic Invasive Species Watercraft Inspection Program for a total
up to $76,000.00.

HISTORY:

08/06/14 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

° MPRB Inspections Agreement 2014 v06 03 14 (PDF)

Prepared By: Lori Smiley, Office Support Specialst lll, Environmental Operations
Review:

Debra Pilger Completed 07/17/2014 4:29 PM

Justin Long  Completed 07/20/2014 8:58 PM

Jayne Miller Completed 07/21/2014 9:46 PM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending
Administration & Finance Committee Completed  08/15/2014 11:05 AM
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