7.2

Resolution 2013-298

Resolution Authorizing a Contract with the University of Minnesota for the Collection of
Data Pertaining to Stumps that Resulted from Tree Failure During the June 21, 2013
Storm and Preparation of a Report of Findings For an Amount Not to Exceed $30,000

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board’s Forestry Department is the steward of
the Minneapolis urban forest;

Whereas, The MPRB’s Comprehensive Plan 2007-2020 Vision Theme 1 includes the goal of
“Healthy boulevard trees connect all city residents to their park system”;

Whereas, The Forestry Department performs vital functions related to tree care, tree planting,
tree maintenance and storm response for the more than 300,000 boulevard and park trees in
the city of Minneapolis;

Whereas, The MPRB Forestry Department responded to a severe storm that struck Minneapolis
on June 21, 2013;

Whereas, Approximately 3,000 public trees growing on boulevards and in parks were destroyed
or damaged during the storm;

Whereas, Among the trees that were destroyed were hundreds that fell over resulting in
stumps with exposed roots, some of which caused damage to curbs and sidewalks;

Whereas, The proximity of infrastructure damage to tipped stumps prompted the University of
Minnesota to propose a research project that would determine what relationship if any existed
between pre-storm construction activities and the post-storm public tree loss, determine what
impact the canopy loss may have on storm water runoff and determine the role that soil
compaction may have played in tree loss;

Whereas, Much of the data that would be collected through this research would also be used to
satisfy FEMA rules so that storm recovery expenditures may be reimbursed;

Whereas, Because of specific wording requirements by the University of Minnesota it was
necessary that the MPRB’s professional services agreement template, that is required to be a
contractor for the MPRB, undergo modifications; and

Whereas, Due to these changes it is the advice of legal counsel that this contract be brought to

the Board of Commissioners for consideration even though it is under $50,000 and entering
into the contract will not place the MPRB at risk;
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RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize a contract with the University of
Minnesota for the collection of data pertaining to stumps that resulted from tree failure during
the June 21, 2013 storm and the preparation of a report of findings for an amount not to
exceed $30,000; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

FROM: Ralph Sievert, Interim Asst. Superintendent for Environmental Ste

DATE: October 2, 2013

SUBJECT: Resolution Authorizing a Contract with the University of Minnesota for the Collection of

Data Pertaining to Stumps that Resulted from Tree Failure During the June 21, 2013
Storm and Preparation of a Report of Findings For an Amount Not to Exceed $30,000

BACKGROUND

On June 21, 2013 a severe storm struck the City of Minneapolis. The tree damage caused by
winds that exceeded 60 mph extended over a large geographic area of the city. This resulted in
approximately 3000 public trees growing on boulevards or in parks being destroyed or
damaged.

In response to the storm, the Forestry Department began the standard process of clearing
public rights of way so that traffic access could be restored to city streets. In addition to
clearing streets, hundreds of trees needed to be removed from cars and homes. Hanging limbs
that pose a public threat had to be removed. As this work progressed, Forestry staff would find
standing trees that were structurally unstable. Removing these trees before they fell prolonged
the cleanup work.

Among the trees that were destroyed there were nearly 800 hundred that tipped over. Most of
these tipped stumps have roots that are exposed and protruding from the ground. Of these
tipped stumps, over 300 caused damage to nearby curbs and sidewalks when the tree fell. To
ensure that cleanup costs can be reimbursed, these tipped stumps need to be contractually
extracted and recycled according to FEMA rules.

This large volume of tipped stumps and their proximity to infrastructure damage prompted the
University of Minnesota to propose a research project that would examine connections
between fallen trees and the surrounding environment. The three proposed areas to
investigate are 1) what relationship if any existed between pre-storm construction activities
and the post-storm public tree loss, 2) determine what impact the canopy loss may have on
storm water runoff and 3) determine the role that soil compaction may have played in tree loss.

Because FEMA rules require that data be collected during a site visit to each stump, the
Forestry Department decided that the data collected through this research would serve two
purposes. First, it would gather the information used to satisfy FEMA requirements for
reimbursement. At the same time information such as tree type, boulevard width, trunk
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diameter, soil compaction, distance from trunk to damaged sidewalk, proximity of utilities and
more would be gathered for analysis by the University.

To accomplish this work, the University was provided a professional services agreement
template that is used by the MPRB for contracts that are less than $50,000. Because of specific
wording related to the indemnity clause, the University required modifications to the MPRB
template. Due to these changes, it is the advice of MPRB legal counsel that the contract be
brought to the Board for consideration even though it is for less than $50,000. MPRB legal
counsel has determined that entering into the contract will not place the MPRB at risk.

ATTACHMENTS

Professional Services Agreement in which the MPRB contracts with the University of Minnesota
for the collection of data pertaining to stumps that resulted from tree failure during the June
21, 2013 storm and the preparation of a report of findings.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS
None

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners authorize the contract with the University
of Minnesota for the collection of data pertaining to stumps that resulted from tree failure
during the June 21, 2013 storm and the preparation of a report of findings for an amount not to
exceed $30,000.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statement in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 1: Urban Forests, Natural Areas, and Waters that Endure and Captivate

Goal: Healthy boulevard trees connect all city residents to their park system.

ATTACHMENTS:

U of MIN PSA - stump data collection & report 2013 (PDF)

Prepared By: Ralph Sievert, Interim Asst. Superintendent for Environmental Ste, Operation
Services

Review:

Ralph C. Sievert Completed  09/18/2013 12:28 PM
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Jayne Miller Completed 09/22/2013 8:24 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending
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