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Resolution 2013-293

Resolution Approving a Sponsorship Agreement with Nice Ride Minnesota for the
Hidden Wonders Program

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
Parks;

Whereas, The MPRB is authorized to enter into sponsorship agreements with public, non-profit
and private entities;

Whereas, Nice Ride Minnesota (NRM) is a non-profit corporation that provides and maintains a
public bike sharing system in the Twin Cities;

Whereas, NRM has developed the Hidden Wonders program to promote MPRB programs,
events, and initiatives on posters placed at bike share stations located on park property and
non-park property;

Whereas; NRM has worked with MPRB staff and legal counsel on the development of a
sponsorship agreement for the Hidden Wonders Program [Attachment A );

Whereas, This agreement is separate from the successfully executed annual license agreement
with NRM for bike share station placement and maintenance; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs";

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve a sponsorship agreement with Nice Ride
Minnesota for the Hidden Wonders Program;

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Planning CommitteeTO:

Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for PlanningFROM:

September 11, 2013DATE:

Resolution Approving a Sponsorship Agreement with Nice Ride Minnesota for the
Hidden Wonders Program

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND
Nice Ride Minnesota (NRM) is a non-profit corporation that makes short-term, point-to-point
bicycle rental available to the general public on a subscription basis via unattended, solar-

powered bike share stations. The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) currently has
a license agreement with NRM to place bike share stations on Park Board property in several
locations. NRM had developed and proposes using the Hidden Wonders Program to promote
park events, services and park initiatives and encourage exploration of MPRB parks by
alternative transportation of many underutilized and less well-known assets of the MPRB
system. The program will promote the park system within bike share station posters on park
and non-park property and include a new mobile-ready web application. The Board is asked to
approve the sponsorship agreement for Hidden Wonders Program (Attachment A ) that was
developed in collaboration with MPRB staff to enable NRM to pursue private sponsor support.
NRM's business model requires NRM to raise capital through private contributions and public
awards to purchase new equipment. Operating revenue is used for operations of the program
and to build reserves to replace equipment. NRM system revenues currently cover
approximately 60% of operating costs. NRM's non-profit business model requires NRM to raise
revenue through station sponsorship to cover the remaining 40% of operating costs. NRM's
private sponsors are recognized on posters located at many of its stations and therefore the
development of the Hidden Wonders program promoting the park system and subsequent
sponsorship agreement to oversee program details and sponsorship recognition.
The majority of NRM stations are located in high-density residential areas and business
districts, although NRM operates stations in lower-density, low-income neighborhoods,
including North Minneapolis and Frogtown. Because almost 40% of 24-hour subscriptions are
sold to visitors, NRM has increased station locations near hotels and attraction points, including
museums and parks. The system provides thousands of urban residents and visitors, including
low-income residents, alternative transportation access to more than 30 nearby parks,
including the most highly visited and lesser used park areas.
The sponsorship agreement for the Hidden Wonders Program is for a three year term and
includes procedures for content collaboration, staff review and approvals, and guiding
principles so the MPRB can assure that sponsor recognition is consistent with the MPRB mission
and policy.
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The sponsorship agreement has been reviewed and approved by legal counsel.
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS
April 6, 2011 Resolution 2011-060 Approving a one-year license agreement with Nice Ride

Minnesota for the placement and maintenance of Nice Ride Minnesota kiosks on
MPRB property.

April 12, 2012 Resolution 2012-161 Approving a one-year revocable license agreement with
Nice Ride Minnesota for the placement and maintenance of bike share kiosks at
Gateway Park, Mill Ruins Park and Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
Headquarters

May 22, 2013 Resolution 2013-165 Approving of a one-year license agreement with Nice Ride
Minnesota for the placement and maintenance of bike-share kiosks at Central
Riverfront Regional Park (Boom Island), Webber Park, Chain of Lakes Regional
Park (Lake Calhoun and Lake Harriet), Nokomis-Hiawatha Regional Park (Lake
Nokomis), and Minnehaha Regional Park.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends approval of the proposed sponsorship agreement with Nice Ride Minnesota
for the Hidden Wonders Program.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.
Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community

needs.
Financially independent and sustainable parks prosper.Goal:

ATTACHMENTS:

(PDF)Attachment A. - Sponsorship Agreement for Nice Ride Minnesota

Prepared By: Ginger Cannon,Community Outreach & Research Planner, Strategic Planning
Review:
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Bruce Chamberlain Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
Planning Committee Pending

08/28/2013 8:23 PM
08/29/2013 9:40 AM

09/02/2013 7:05 PM
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