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Resolution 2013-281

Resolution Authorizing Use of the U.S. Communities Government Cooperative Contract
for Purchase of Playground Equipment and Related Materials and Services Up to

$250,000 in 2013

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is authorized to contract with
public and private entities in the performance of its functions;

Whereas, The U.S. Communities Government Cooperative contract offers Public Agencies the
ability to make purchases through competitively solicited contracts between a supplier and a
public agency;

Whereas, The U.S. Communities Government Cooperative is the leading national government
purchasing cooperative, providing procurement resources to local government agencies;

Whereas, A Joint Powers Agreement allows one government agency to purchase from contracts
such as U.S. Communities Government Cooperative competitively solicited by another
government agency;

Whereas, State of Minnesota Statute 471.59 Joint Exercise of Powers, authorizes the use of
intergovernmental purchasing;

Whereas, The City of Minneapolis Purchasing and Procurement Department supports the use of
the U.S. Communities Cooperative Government Contract; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs";

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize use of the U.S. Communities
Government Cooperative contract for the purchase of play equipment and related materials
and services up to $250,000 in 2013; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Administration & Finance CommitteeTO:

Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for PlanningFROM:

September 11, 2013DATE:

Resolution Authorizing Use of the U.S. Communities Government Cooperative Contract
for Purchase of Playground Equipment and Related Materials and Services Up to
$250,000 in 2013

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action considers authorizing the use of the U.S. Communities Government Contract to
purchase up to $250,000 of play equipment and related materials and services in 2013.
The U.S. Communities Government Cooperative offers public agencies the ability to make
purchases through competitively solicited contracts. U.S. Communities was founded in 1996 as
a partnership between the Association of School Business Officials, the National Association of
Counties, the National Institute of Governmental Purchasing, the National League of Cities and
the United States Conference of Mayors. It is the leading government purchasing cooperative.

Participants have access to a broad line of competitively solicited contracts. The U.S.
Communities Government Cooperative reduces the cost of goods and services by aggregating
the purchasing power of public agencies nationwide. Because the contracts have already been
competitively bid this process saves time and ensures program pricing commitments are met.

FUNDING / COST SUMMARY

Purchases through U.S. Communities would be made with capital improvement program (CIP)
funds. The following park projects are anticipated to use the U.S. Communities Government
Cooperative contract:

• Brackett Park - a single piece of play equipment
• North Plateau playground in Minnehaha Park
• Waite Park playground

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends authorizing use of the U.S. Communities Government Cooperative contract
for the purchase of play equipment and related materials and services up to $250,000 in 2013.
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This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.

Goal: Parks shape an evolving city.

Goal: Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty

HISTORY:

08/21/13 Administration 8t Finance Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

(PDF)Contract No 110179

Prepared By: Jonathan Duesman, Construction Project Manager, Design and Project
Management
Review:
Cliff Swenson Completed
Bruce Chamberlain Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
Administration & Finance Committee
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

08/12/2013 8:53 AM
08/12/2013 10:18 AM

08/12/2013 11:09 AM
Completed 09/06/2013 1:51PM
Pending
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