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Resolution 2013-277

Resolution Accepting the Recommendation from the Non-Appointed Community
Advisory Committee and Approving the Concept Plan from Minnesota Wisconsin

Playground for Playground and Site Improvements at Waite Park in Northeast
Minneapolis

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the
Minneapolis parks;

Whereas, The MPRB allocated $200,000 for playground and site improvements at Waite Park
within the 2011-2017 Neighborhood and Community Capital Improvement Program (CIP);

Whereas, The MPRB desires broad and representative stakeholder involvement in decision
making when constructing or redeveloping park facilities;

Whereas, A community engagement process using a non-appointed Community Advisory
Committee over two public meetings was employed;

Whereas, The MPRB project team has refined the concept plan to balance community feedback
with project budget parameters; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs";

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accept the recommendation from the non-

appointed Community Advisory Committee and approve the concept plan from Minnesota
Wisconsin Playgrounds for playground and site improvements at Waite Park in northeast
Minneapolis; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Planning CommitteeTO:

Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for PlanningFROM:

September 11, 2013DATE:

Resolution Accepting the Recommendation from the Non-Appointed Community
Advisory Committee and Approving the Concept Plan from Minnesota Wisconsin
Playground for Playground and Site Improvements at Waite Park in Northeast
Minneapolis

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This resolution considers approval of the recommended concept plan for the playground and
site improvements at Waite Park in northeast Minneapolis. The playground improvements
were proposed as part of the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) neighborhood and
community capital improvement program (CIP). Funding in the amount of $200,000 has been
allocated for the design and construction of these park improvements.

Waite Park is a neighborhood park near the northeast corner of the City. The park is bordered
by: NE Ulysses Street, 33rd Avenue North, NE Garfield Street, and Waite Park Community
School. Due to the proximity of the Community School and the programs offered at the park,
the playground receives a lot of use. The existing playground equipment was installed in 1994
and no longer meets current federal and state standards for accessibility and playground safety.

Community engagement has provided the process with the ability to determine a playground
replacement scenario that perpetuates engaging and exciting play in a safe and accessible
environment. Two community engagement meetings were held, with residents and parks users
sharing their preferences for improvements. At the first community meeting participants
reviewed project information and were presented with two (2) preliminary design concepts.
Stakeholders commented on the preliminary concepts and selected preferred play equipment
pieces and general play character for the park. Presentation material of a variety of play pieces
was also presented to the Rec Plus program at Waite Park, where the children were able to
select play pieces they preferred. A second community meeting presented residents with the
community-preferred concept plan. Participants were able to comment on the revisions made
to the concept plan. After this second meeting, the playground designer will work to refine the
design and proposal to coincide with the preferred concept plan and final recommendations
from the community.

Throughout the community engagement process, input from the stakeholders has shaped the
concept and character of play equipment and site improvements. Comments indicate a focus
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on improving the 5-12 year old play experience with challenging, varied, and social aspects. An
iconic example of the proposal that accomplishes community goals is a high-stepper rope-
pyramid over 18 feet tall.

In considering existing terrain, maintenance demands and universal accessibility, the proposal
includes resilient surfacing where necessary for accessibility and a sand surface in all other
areas within the play containers. Most of the existing concrete walks and curbing in the park
will remain.

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY

$200,000,00Sources
$200,000,00Net Debt Bonds

$200,000,00Uses
Survey $3,200,00

$3,000,00Professional Services/Advertising
$10,000,00MPRB Staff Time

Playground Design and Installation $165,420,00
$18,380,0010% Construction Contingency

$0.00Balance

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends acceptance of the non-appointed Community Advisory Committee
recommendation and approval of the concept plan from Minnesota Wisconsin Playgrounds for
playground and site improvements at Waite Park in northeast Minneapolis.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the 2007-2020 MPRB
Comprehensive Plan:

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs.

Goal: Parks shape an evolving city.

Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility, and beauty

Goal:
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HISTORY:

08/21/13 Planning Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

d6416h lOh (1) (PDF)

A3 rendering (PDF)

Prepared By: Jonathan Duesman, Construction Project Manager, Design and Project
Management
Review:

08/08/2013 11:39 AM
08/08/2013 1:11PM

08/11/2013 8:01PM
Planning Committee Completed 09/06/2013 5:07 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending

Cliff Swenson Completed
Bruce Chamberlain Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
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