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Resolution 2013-243

Resolution Authorizing a Professional Services Agreement with SRF Consulting Group,
Inc. to Provide Regional Park Master Planning Services for Central Mississippi

Riverfront Regional Park for a Fee Not to Exceed $175,000 Using Funding from the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board's Allocation of the Parks and Trails Fund

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks;

Whereas, The MPRB is authorized to contract with public and private entities in the
performance of its functions;

Whereas, The Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park contains important recreational and
cultural resources, and is among the most heavily visited parks in the region;

Whereas, The MPRB seeks to create a regional park master plan for the Central Mississippi
Riverfront Regional Park to guide current and future investments;

Whereas, The MPRB solicited and received proposals from qualified professional landscape
architecture and planning firms to perform regional park master planning in the Central
Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park;

Whereas, A MPRB staff committee reviewed all of the proposals and interviewed two firms;

Whereas, Staff recommends SRF Consulting Group, Inc. (SRF) as the consultant for the project;
and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs";

RESOLVED, That the Board authorize a Professional Services Agreement with SRF Consulting
Group, Inc. to provide regional park master planning services for Central Mississippi Riverfront
Regional Park for a fee not to exceed $175,000 using funding from the Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board's allocation of the Parks and Trails Fund; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Resolution 2013-243 Page 1

Packet Pg. 39



9.4

Minneapolis Park and Recreation BoardTO:

Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for PlanningFROM:

July 10, 2013DATE:

Resolution Authorizing a Professional Services Agreement with SRF Consulting Group,
Inc. to Provide Regional Park Master Planning Services for Central Mississippi Riverfront
Regional Park for a Fee Not to Exceed $175,000 Using Funding from the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board's Allocation of the Parks and Trails Fund

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

This action will secure a consultant for Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park master
planning. A regional park master plan is required by the Metropolitan Council as the funding
agency of the regional park system. Consistent with MPRB policy and Metropolitan Council
requirements, the plan will evaluate existing resources and park uses, as well as existing and
potential park facilities in relation to visitors' park and recreation needs. The master plan will
recommend new park facilities and their placement within the park, as well as an
implementation strategy. Existing Board-approved plans for areas within the regional park will
be considered and integrated into the master plan as appropriate.

Broad stakeholder engagement will be the foundation of this planning process, including the
following as described in the Community Engagement Plan presented to the Board on Feb. 20,
2013:

• A 20-member appointed Community Advisory Committee
• A staff Technical Advisory Committee, based on the standing Riverfront TAC

• Public open house meetings and "listening sessions"
• One or more public meetings for each of several focus areas
• Informational presentations to the Park Board of Commissioners

In parallel with MPRB's Regional Park master planning process, the Minneapolis Parks
Foundation (MPF) is sponsoring schematic design of the Water Works area on the west bank
between 3rd Ave. South and Portland Ave. South. As described to the Board on April 17, 2013,
MPF has focused strongly on the Water Works area since funding a preliminary visioning
exercise in early 2012. In partnership with MPRB, MPF will select a separate consultant team to
develop design concepts to a greater level of detail than is required for the regional park
master plan. The Water Works team will collaborate closely with the MPRB-selected planning
team, and will participate in public meetings and listening sessions. A preferred Water Works
design will be adapted for inclusion in the final plan. The goal of this work is to develop a design
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for the area that inspires decision-makers and other stakeholders to advance projects towards
implementation. The Water Works design effort is funded exclusively by the MPF while the
Regional Park master plan is funded by MPRB sources.

To identify a consultant for the project, MPRB staff issued a request for proposals. After
reviewing four proposals and interviewing two firms, the staff committee recommends SRF
Consulting Group Inc. (SRF) as the consultant for the project (see Attachment A for proposal).
The team assembled by SRF is based in Minneapolis and has deep experience in regional park
master planning, community engagement and MPRB policies and park operations. Each team
member has a wealth of knowledge about the Central Riverfront. Team roles are as follows:

• SRF - team lead, project management, technical design expertise, community
engagement and regional park master plan document production

• LHB — landscape architecture, stakeholder facilitation and design charrette lead
• Bob Close Studio, LLC - riverfront planning expertise and community engagement

• Fless Roise and Company - historical and cultural resource expertise and community
engagement

In evaluating team proposals, staff considered the team's complementary mix of talents and
expertise to be of great benefit. Staff also found that SRF's team is exceptionally well-qualified
to collaborate effectively with the Water Works design team.

FUNDING / COST SUMMARY

Sources
$ 200,000Park and Trails Fund

Uses
$ 175,000
$ 25,000

PSA Contract with SRF for park planning services
Site survey and staff time

Balance
$ 0

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS

04/17/2013 Discussion Item: The Minneapolis Parks Foundation's Request for Proposals for
Design of the Water Works Area as it Relates to the Central Riverfront Master
Planning Process

03/06/2013 Resolution #2012-145 Authorizing the Formation and Charge of an Appointed
Community Advisory Committee for the Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional
Park Master Plan
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02/20/2013 Discussion Item: Central Mississippi Riverfront Regional Park Community
Engagement Plan

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board authorize a Professional Services Agreement with SRF
Consulting Group, Inc. to provide regional park master planning services for Central Mississippi
Riverfront Regional Park for a fee not to exceed $175,000 using funding from the Metropolitan
Council's Regional Parks and Trails Fund.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs
Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility and beauty.

Goal:

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment A. SRF MPRB Central Mississippi RP Proposal 2013-05-16 (PDF)

Prepared By: Andrew Caddock, Project Manager, Design and Project Management
Review:
Cliff Swenson Completed 06/26/2013 3:45 PM
Bruce Chamberlain Completed 06/26/2013 9:18 PM
Jayne Miller Completed 06/27/2013 9:03 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending
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