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Resolution 2013-237

Resolution Accepting Non-Appointed Citizen Advisory Committee Recommendations
and Approving Plans for the Elliot Park Athletic Field

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is a steward of the Minneapolis
parks;

Whereas, MPRB staff has identified the existing athletic field at Elliot Park as in need of
upgrades to create a safe and sustainable play surface for youth and adult sports;

Whereas, Hennepin Youth Sports Grant (HYSG) funding was received and MPRB matching funds
allocated in 2011to implement a soccer-six, synthetic turf field at Elliot Park;

Whereas, North Central University (NCU) approached the MPRB about raising additional funds
to construct a full-size synthetic turf soccer field at Elliot Park for public as well as NCU use;

Whereas, The MPRB passed Resolution No. 2013-158 in March of this year, authorizing a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Board, NCU and Community Sports
Development Council, Inc. (CSDC) to pursue community support and funding for a full-size
soccer field at Elliot Park;

Whereas, The Board desires broad and representative stakeholder involvement in decision
making when constructing or redeveloping park facilities;

Whereas, Two public meetings were held and two presentations before the Elliot Park
Neighborhood Building, Land Use & Housing Committee were conducted to assess community
interests and fulfill community engagement policy;

Whereas, The Community has expressed support for a full-size soccer field located in the
western portion of park between the park building and 9th Avenue South;

Whereas, If additional funding is not raised through the MOU, the community supports building
a soccer-six synthetic turf field using existing HYSG and MPRB funding; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs";

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accept the non-appointed Community Advisory
Committee recommendations and approve plans for the Elliot Park Athletic Field; and
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RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Planning CommitteeTO:

Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for PlanningFROM:

July 10, 2013DATE:

SUBJECT: Resolution Accepting Non-Appointed Citizen Advisory Committee Recommendations
and Approving Plans for the Elliot Park Athletic Field

BACKGROUND

This action considers priority and fallback plans for constructing a synthetic turf soccer field in
Elliot Park. The plan identifies a community-preferred field option and if complete funding is
not reached, a secondary field option. Both field options were developed and reviewed by the
community with support by the Elliot Park Neighborhood Building, Land Use & Housing
Committee.

In 2011, the MPRB received a Hennepin Youth Sports Grant for the development of a synthetic
turf field to replace the existing multipurpose field at Elliot Park. The new field was intended to
provide high quality field for use by MPRB development baseball, soccer and football leagues.

In the spring of 2012, North Central University (NCU) contacted the MPRB proposing to raise
additional funds to construct a regulation-size soccer field at Elliot Park. NCU was looking for
field access within the City that would meet NCAA size requirements and their practice and
game needs. When NCU became aware that the MPRB was beginning a process to reconstruct
the field at Elliot Park, they came forward.

NCU and the MPRB met multiple times to determine specific project requirements on size of
the field, the number of hours needed for practice and games by NCU and MPRB, estimated
project costs and possible additional funding sources. The estimated cost to develop a full-size,
synthetic field exceeded the current project funding and the added funding NCU was able to
offer.

This past fall, NCU brought forward the idea to use, as a third partner in the project,Community
Sports Development Council, Inc. (CSDC). CSDC is a non-profit national alliance of sponsors and
funding partners that support communities and impoverished areas in their development of
quality sports venues at reduced costs. They achieve reduced costs by coordinating donations
by their sponsors and partners of critical and often expensive components of a project. In the
case of the Elliot Park they are proposing to donate, at a reduced expense, the synthetic turf,
crumb rubber in-fill, excavation/grading, drainage rock base, perimeter curb and complete
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installation for a full size soccer field.

In March of this year, the MPRB approved a Memorandum of Understanding between NCU,
CSDC and the Board to combine efforts in the attempt to implement a full-size soccer field at
Elliot Park. As part of its approval of the MOU, the Board required the following criteria be met
or the agreement would be terminated:

1. With community input, the Board authorizes construction of an NCAA regulation
soccer field at Elliot Park; and

2. Project costs are within the combined total of designated MPRB funds for the
project and the CSDC donation;

To begin the process of fulfilling the criteria, the concept of developing a full size soccer field at
Elliot Park was presented to the Elliot Park Neighborhood Building, Land Use & Housing
Committee in March. In May, 2013, two community engagement meetings were held to discuss
and seek input of the field options at the park. On May 30, 2013, the non-appointed citizen
advisory committee approved the layout of the community preferred field option (full-size
soccer field) and the secondary field option (soccer-six field) if full funding is not secured for the
full size soccer field.

During the meetings with the community, comments were wide-ranging from security/safety
concerns in the park to the need of increasing positive use of the park. In part, the community
supported the full-size soccer field because of the crucial roll NCU plays in providing positive
role models in the park and neighborhood. There was concern expressed with the number of
trees that would be removed on the west side of the park for the field. In the end, the
community viewed the need to expand Elliot Park's amenities and provide a premier athletic
field in the neighborhood as more important than the preservation of trees on a portion of the
park.

Upon approval by the MPRB of the field option, MPRB staff will work with the consultant, NCU
and CSDC to complete the design documents and help determine the additional funding needs.
If funding is not obtained by NCU and CSDC for a full-size soccer field, MPRB staff will report
back to the Board, curtail the preferred option and proceed with the implementation of a
smaller, soccer-six field.

RELATED BOARD ACTIONS

March 20, 2013 Resolution No. 2013-158, approving a memorandum of understanding
with Community Sports Development Council, Inc. and North Central
University to pursue the development of an NCAA regulation soccer field
at Elliot park
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FUNDING / COST SUMMARY

$Sources 679,300
$Hennepin Youth Sports Grant

Enterprise Fund grant match
NCU and CSDC Contribution
Use of unallocated project funding

175,000
75,000

348,800
80,500

$
$
$

$Uses 679,300
$Consultant Fees

MPRB Design fees
Survey and Soil Testing
Site preparation
Synthetic turf soccer field (full size)
Construction Contingency

45,000
10,000
13,000

250,000
348,800
12,500

$
$
$
$
$

$Balance

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends accepting the non-appointed Citizen Advisory Committee recommendations
and approving plans for the Elliot Park Athletic Field.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 2: Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense
of community.
Residents, visitors, and workers enjoy opportunities to improve health
and fitness.
People connect through parks and recreation.

Goal:

Goal:

HISTORY:

06/19/13 Planning Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

Elliot Park field plans
EPNI Letter of Support

(PDF)

(PDF)

Prepared By: Cliff Swenson, Director of Planning,Design and Project Management
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Review:
Cliff Swenson Completed 06/10/2013 1:58 PM
Bruce Chamberlain Completed 06/10/2013 4:23 PM
Jayne Miller Completed 06/11/2013 9:16 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending
Planning Committee Completed 07/02/2013 3:40 PM
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