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Resolution 2013-235

Resolution Authorizing the Superintendent to Submit, in Priority Order, the Minneapolis
Sculpture Garden ($8.5 Million), 26Th Avenue North ($1.5 Million), Hall's Island ($10

Million) and Plymouth Avenue Bridge ($5 Million) for a Total of $25 Million to Minnesota
Management and Budget (MMB) for the 2014 State of Minnesota (State) Capital Budget

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
Parks;

Whereas, The MPRB seeks to secure funding for capital improvements to Minneapolis Parks to
meet the needs of park visitors;

Whereas, Minnesota Management and Budget requests preliminary capital budget requests by
June 21, 2013 for the 2014 State capital budget preparations;

Whereas, MPRB Board of Commissioners, staff and lobby team have evaluated project
alternatives and identified four priority projects;

Whereas, As a result of project evaluation, MPRB staff recommends, in priority order, seeking
$8.5 million to refurbish the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden in partnership with the Walker Art
Center, $1.5 million for design and initial greening of the 26th Avenue North corridor linking to
the Mississippi River, $10 million to develop Hall's Island within the Mississippi River, and $5
million for the Plymouth Avenue walk and bicycle connection; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community needs;"

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize the Superintendent to submit, in
priority order, the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden ($8.5 million), 26th Avenue North ($1.5
million), Hall's Island ($10 million) and Plymouth Avenue Bridge ($5 Million) for a total of $25
million to Minnesota Management and Budget (MMB) for the 2014 State of Minnesota (State)
Capital Budget; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Legislative & Intergovernmental CommitteeTO:

Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for PlanningFROM:

June 19, 2013DATE:

SUBJECT: Resolution Authorizing the Superintendent to Submit, in Priority Order, the Minneapolis
Sculpture Garden ($8.5 Million), 26Th Avenue North ($1.5 Million), Hall's Island ($10
Million) and Plymouth Avenue Bridge ($5 Million) for a Total of $25 Million to Minnesota
Management and Budget (MMB) for the 2014 State of Minnesota (State) Capital Budget

BACKGROUND

The Minnesota Management and Budget (MMB) office is requesting that local government
agencies submit preliminary requests for the State's 2014 capital budget development by June
21, 2013. To prepare for the opportunity to submit capital requests, MPRB commissioners, staff
and lobby team discussed potential projects during the June 5, 2013 full board meeting. This
proposed action is based on the Board discussion and direction provided to staff, and provides
the Board of Commissioners with an opportunity to approve its 2014 State Bonding requests.

Board direction provided to staff on June 5, 2013 was to review and further develop cost
estimates for the following projects:

Minneapolis Sculpture Garden Reconstruction
This request is for $8.5 million to design and reconstruct the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden and
Cowles Conservatory. This is a Minnesota icon that attracts more than 355,000 visitors annually
from around the world. The infrastructure is over twenty years old. Without a major
investment, this state resource will quickly deteriorate due to its aging infrastructure and
landscaping. This project will ensure that the Sculpture Garden remains one of the state's
crown jewels, providing tourists and residents with a remarkable space within which to escape
and experience the outdoors and amazing sculpture. The project will replace and repair
infrastructure such as irrigation, drainage and stormwater systems, retaining walls, and other
physical assets. It will also increase physical access to the garden, and improve energy efficiency
for Cowles Conservatory. This project currently has a match of up to $1.5 million from the
Mississippi Watershed Management Organization for innovative stormwater and water quality
improvements.

26th Avenue North- Restoring Connections
This request is for $1.5 million to design the 26th Avenue Corridor from Lyndale Avenue
(Farview Park) to the Mississippi River, and to reconstruct the portion from 2nd Street North to
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the river. The new design will accommodate current and projected traffic demands, pedestrian
and bicycle facilities, including sidewalks, bike paths/lanes, signage and wayfinding, stormwater
infiltration, and a destination plaza at the river.

Hall's Island Restoration
This request is for $10 million to design and construct Halls Island as proposed by RiverFirst.
Hall's Island existed in the Mississippi River adjacent to the Scherer site until roughly 1966 when
it was dredged and the channel between it and the mainland was filled. Restoring the island for
habitat and recreational use has been identified as a priority RiverFirst project. The 2013
legislative session produced a bill granting the necessary State DNR permits for the MPRB to
reconstruct the island within a six year window of time.

Plymouth Avenue Walk and Bikeway Connection
This request is for $5 million to design and construct pedestrian and bicycle facilities on the
existing Plymouth Avenue bridge, taking advantage of lane reductions from four to two. The
recaptured space will add bike lanes, pedestrian amenities and stormwater infrastructure. The
project is a RiverFirst priority and represents a new era of leveraging a single piece of core
infrastructure (a bridge) for multiple layers of community function.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends authorizing the Superintendent to submit, in priority order, the Minneapolis
Sculpture Garden ($8.5 million), 26th Avenue North ($1.5 million), Hall's Island ($10 million) and
Plymouth Avenue Bridge ($5 Million) for a total of $25 million to Minnesota Management and
Budget (MMB) for the 2014 State of Minnesota (State) Capital Budget.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.
Vision Theme 3: Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community

needs.
Parks shape an evolving city.
Park facility renewal and development respects history and focuses on
sustainability, accessibility, flexibility and beauty.

Goal:
Goal:

Prepared By: Jennifer Ringold, Manager of Public Engagement & Citywide Planning,Strategic
Planning
Review:
Jennifer Ringold Completed
Bruce Chamberlain Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
Legislative & Intergovernmental Committee Pending

06/06/2013 11:22 PM
06/10/2013 4:40 PM

06/12/2013 7:16 PM

Resolution 2013-235 Page 3

Packet Pg. 5


