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Resolution 2013-227

Resolution Adopting the Policy Governing Overnight Use in the Park System

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the
Minneapolis parks;

Whereas, The MPRB issues special use permits for various activities throughout the system;

Whereas, The MPRB is committed to accommodating and balancing the interests of all users
with reasonable access and appropriate use of park land, water, and facilities in order to sustain
the quality, accessibility, and vitality of the park system now and in the future;

Whereas, The current MPRB ordinance prohibits activities from taking place between the hours
of 12:00 midnight and 6:00 a.m.;

Whereas, The MPRB recognizes the desire for some public events to take place past the posted
park hours of 12:00 midnight and 6:00 a.m.; and

Whereas, The MPRB is authorized to amend and supplement the current policies and guidelines
to address the current uses of the park system;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve the attached Policy Governing Overnight
Use in the Park System; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Administration & Finance CommitteeTO:

Nicholas Williams,FROM:

June 19, 2013DATE:

SUBJECT: Resolution Adopting the Policy Governing Overnight Use in the Park System

BACKGROUND

The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) hosts hundreds of park sponsored and
permitted events each year. On occasions the MPRB receives request from organizations to
conduct activities and events on MPRB property between the hours of 12:00 midnight and 6:00
a.m.
Currently the MPRB code of ordinances (PB2-33 - Park hours) states:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in the Code, no person shall be in or remain in any park
between the hours of 12:00 midnight and 6:00 a.m., unless taking part in an activity conducted
by, or pursuant to a permit issued by, the Park Board. This section shall not apply to those who,
without delay, are traveling upon those established walks, paths, and parkways which are
illuminated with artificial lighting.
(b) No person shall be in or remain in any undeveloped portion of any park between the hours
of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. on the following morning, unless taking part in an activity
conducted by, or pursuant to a permit issued by, the Park Board. For purposes of this
subparagraph, "undeveloped" shall mean any area which does not have both of the following
items: Illumination by lights and established pathways, maintained by the park and recreation
board. (Pk. Bd. Ord. No. 89-103, § 1,7-5-89)

Staff is recommending the attached policy that will guide in the issuing of overnight use
permits. It will outline the following guidelines and requirements for permitted use within the
MPRB. All permits issued for overnight use will be subject to the policies and guidelines
governing the use of the park system. Permits for overnight use will be limited to Regional Park
Sites only and will be restricted to outdoor venues only. Overnight use within MPRB facilities
and Neighborhood Park Sites will be prohibited. Permits for overnight use will be limited to one
event, per venue, one day per calendar year. All amplified sound is prohibited from the hours
10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. Participants in overnight permitted events will be prohibited from
sleeping on any MPRB property. All permits for overnight use will be considered public events;
overnight use for private events will be prohibited. Parkway closures are prohibited from dusk
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to dawn. One Minneapolis Park Police officer billed at the hourly rate will be required for all
events held between the hours 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.

Legal Counsel has reviewed and approved the Policy Governing Overnight Use in the Park
System.
RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends the Board of Commissioners approve the proposed Policy Governing
Overnight Use in the Park System.
This action is supported by the following vision theme and goals of the 2007-2020 MPRB
Comprehensive Plan.

Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a sense
of community.
People connect through parks and recreation

Vision Theme 1:

Goal:

HISTORY:

06/05/13 Administration & Finance Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

Overnight Use Final (DOC)

Prepared By: Shane Stenzel, Administrative Analyst, Use & Events Permitting
Review:
Nicholas Williams Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
Administration & Finance Committee
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending

05/13/2013 9:50 AM
05/13/2013 3:21PM

Completed 06/10/2013 9:50 AM
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