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Resolution 2013-193

Resolution Approving a Plan for Park Siding Park Restoration and Playground
Replacement;

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is a steward of the Minneapolis
park system;

Whereas, The Metropolitan Council Environmental Services (MCES) has identified a
construction staging area across a portion of Park Siding Park for access to replace a force main
and has been granted a temporary easement (Resolution 2012-293) by MPRB;

Whereas, Easement conditions to be met for work on Park Siding Park include protection of
trees, replacement of those necessary to remove, replacing play equipment and other damaged
amenities, reconstruction of planting beds, replacement of street light and restoration of lawn,
walks and trails;

Whereas, All planning and restoration work is funded by the MCES without any financial
contribution from the MPRB;

Whereas, MCES will restore Park Siding Park to its original condition at its expense;

Whereas, The Board desires broad and representative stakeholder involvement in decision
making when constructing or redeveloping park facilities;

Whereas, The MCES has engaged design professionals and communication consultants to work
with MPRB staff to engage the community and prepare designs for the restoration of Park
Siding Park;

Whereas, Community members have guided the design recommendations, including selection
of the playground designer and manufacturer, resulting in a restoration plan for Park Siding
Park;

Whereas, A community engagement process, including three open houses, on-line surveys,
meetings with Rec Plus children, and use of social media and digital communication methods
have fulfilled MPRB requirements of the Community Engagement Plan for Park Siding Park
restoration; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan, which
envisions "Dynamic parks shape city character and meet diverse community needs"; and
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RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve the plan for Park Siding Park Playground
and Park Restoration; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Planning CommitteeTO:

Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for PlanningFROM:

May 22, 2013DATE:

Resolution Approving a Plan for Park Siding Park Restoration and Playground
Replacement;

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

Approval of the plan for Park Siding Park Playground and Park Restoration is necessary for
Metropolitan Council Environmental Services (MCES) to move forward with park reconstruction
in the summer of 2013. As part of a temporary easement granted in 2012, park facilities at the
northern end of the park were removed in October 2012 to allow the MCES contractor access
for the force main sewer project occurring in the area.

MCES, in compliance with the terms of the temporary easement, has agreed to restore the park
to its pre-construction condition. Several park facilities were removed for construction
including play equipment and container, trees, park benches, bicycle racks, a perennial garden,
the park monument sign, and a street light. Adjoining trails and access into the park were also
affected.

The playground, constructed in 1996, was audited by MPRB staff in May 2012 and did not meet
current national standards for safety and accessibility. MCES was not permitted to re-install the
non-compliant salvaged equipment. A planning process was needed to review the play
container size and location and select a play equipment design and manufacturer.

A Community Engagement Plan was prepared by MPRB staff and sent to the MPRB Board of
Commissioners and then the MCES. MCES hired SEH, a planning and landscape architecture
firm, and Zan Associates, a communications firm, to engage the community and prepare the
design and construction drawings for the project.

Public Open Houses were held in October 2012 and March and April of 2013. Before each
meeting, the MCES consultants met with MPRB staff to review the material presented to the
public. A project webpage was created and regularly updated by the MPRB staff. The MCES
consultants surveyed public opinions at the open houses, through on-line surveys, and by
meeting with Rec Plus children at Kenwood and Bryant Square Community Centers. MCES has
also presented plans and been in regular communication with the board of the Cedar-lsles-

Dean Neighborhood Association. MCES consultants followed all MPRB procedures to notify the

Resolution 2013-193 Page 3

Packet Pg. 129



8.B.1

public.

The plans call for an expansion of the playground and two age-separated structures. MCES has
exceeded the requirements of the easement in restoring the park. If approved by the MPRB
Board, the plans will be constructed in the summer of 2013, after force-main related work is
complete.

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY

All planning and construction work is funded by Metropolitan Council Environmental Services.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of the plan for Park Siding Park playground and park restoration.

This action is supported by the following vision and goal statements in the MPRB 2007-2020
Comprehensive Plan.

Dynamic parks that shape city character and meet diverse community
needs.
Through outreach and research, park and recreation services are relevant
today and tomorrow.
A safe place to play, recreate, contemplate, and celebrate.
Parks are safe and welcoming by design.

Vision Theme 3:

Goal:

Vision Theme 4:
Goal:

HISTORY:

05/01/13 Planning Committee ADOPTED

ATTACHMENTS:

PSP public meeting #3 - preferred plan (JPG)

(JPG)

PSP public meeting #3 - playground design D - board1

PSP public meeting #3 - playground design D - board 2

PSP public meeting #3 - renderings
(JPG)

(JPG)

Prepared By: Deborah Bartels, Project Manager, Design and Project Management
Review:
Cliff Swenson Completed
Bruce Chamberlain Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
Planning Committee Completed
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending

04/22/2013 11:51AM
04/22/2013 1:06 PM

04/22/2013 2:03 PM
05/17/2013 9:44 AM
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