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Resolution 2013-191

Resolution Amending the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Boards Permitting Policy
Mandating Recycling at All Permitted Events that Are Held on Minneapolis Park &

Recreation Board Properties Beginning January 1, 2014.

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the
Minneapolis parks;

Whereas, The MPRB issues special use permits for various activities throughout the system;

Whereas, These activities generate waste as well as material that is potentially recyclable and
compostable;

Whereas, The MPRB created the Events Go Green action team to research and identify
sustainable practices to help reduce the impact events have in the Minneapolis park system;

Whereas, The Events Go Green Action team is drafting rules, guidelines, and procedures for
recycling at permitted events; and

Whereas, The MPRB is authorized to amend and supplement the current policies and guidelines
to address the current uses of the park system;

RESOLVED,That the Board of Commissioners amend the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board's
Permitting Policy Mandating Recycling at All Permitted Events that Are Held on Minneapolis
Park & Recreation Board Properties Beginning January1, 2014; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation BoardTO:

Nicholas Williams,FROM:

May 1, 2013DATE:

SUBJECT: Resolution Amending the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Boards Permitting Policy
Mandating Recycling at All Permitted Events that Are Held on Minneapolis Park &
Recreation Board Properties Beginning January 1, 2014.

BACKGROUND

The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) hosts hundreds of park sponsored and
permitted events each year. These events generate a large amount of waste which includes
potentially recyclable or compostable material.

The Events Go Green action team was started by the MPRB to research and identify sustainable
practices that will help reduce the impact that events have on the Minneapolis park system. In
response to this charge the Events Go Green action team has been developing Green
Certification guidelines since 2011. By increasing the amount of material diverted from the
waste stream at events, the MPRB and permitted event coordinators can significantly reduce
the environmental impact of events held on park property.

Recycling standards will be outlined in the Green Certification guidelines. These standards will
be readied for distribution to permit holders and event coordinators during the summer of
2013.

For events of 200 or more participants, applicants must prepare a recycling plan for MPRB
approval prior to the MPRB granting a permit for the event. The recycling plan must include
projections of the volume of recycling and waste expected to be produced by the event, where
and how many recycling and waste containers will be placed on MPRB property, and how,
where to, and when the recycling will be removed from the MPRB property. For events under
200 participants serving food and beverages, the MPRB will determine whether the event
venue has sufficient recycling and waste containers to accommodate the event, and if not, the
permit applicant will be required to prepare a plan in compliance with the requirements for
events of 200 or more participants. All applicants for permits shall be required to recycle at
their events either through an approved plan, or by utilizing the recycling containers available
at MPRB venues.
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The Events Go Green action team is also developing an online resource page for event
coordinators and vendors which will contain information on how to complete each guideline.
There will also be contact information for vendors of "green" goods and services. Examples
include compostable foodware, energy-efficient generators, or recycled-content products.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve this resolution amending the
Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board's Permitting Policy Mandating Recycling at All Permitted
Events that Are Held on Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board Properties Beginning January 1,
2014.

This action is supported by the following vision theme and goals of the 2007-2020 MPRB
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision Theme 1: Urban Forests, Natural Areas and Waters that endure and captivate.

Sound management techniques provide healthy, diverse, and sustainable natural
resources.
People and the environment benefit from the expansion and protection of
natural resources.

Goal:

Goal:

ATTACHMENTS:

(DOC)Permit Policy amended

Prepared By: Shane Stenzel, Administrative Analyst, Use & Events Permitting
Review:
Nicholas Williams Completed 04/25/2013 1:03 PM
Jayne Miller Completed 04/25/2013 2:40 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending
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