Resolution 2012-162

Resolution to Approve a Commemorative Plaque and Long Term Vision Plan for
Improvements to the Mueller Park Colonnade in Tribute to Senator Allan Spear

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks;

Whereas, MPRB Policy VII.J.2 allows commemorative plaques to be affixed upon MPRB
property to recognize individuals who have made significant contributions to the Park System;

Whereas, The community group, Join the Impact-Twin Cities, has spearheaded efforts to
support a commemorative plague honoring Senator Allan Spear for his advocacy work as one of
the first openly gay politicians in the nation;

Whereas, The group wishes to install the plague on the colonnade at Mueller Park as Senator
Spear lived adjacent to this park since 1982;

Whereas, Surrounding park neighbors, peers of Senator Spear, and the neighborhood
association support this effort to honor his life and memory;

Whereas, Join the Impact-Twin Cities has met with Operations and Planning Division staff to
develop a long-term vision plan for additional improvements to the colonnade at Mueller Park;
and

Whereas, The Join the Impact-Twin Cities is committed to maintaining improvements to the
area as part of the MPRB Park Stewards Program;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approve the plaque installation and long term
vision plan for improvements in Mueller Park in tribute to Senator Allan Spear; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

FROM: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning

DATE: April 18, 2012

SUBJECT: Resolution to Approve a Commemorative Plaque and Long Term Vision Plan for

Improvements to the Mueller Park Colonnade in Tribute to Senator Allan Spear

10.A.2

BACKGROUND

"Join the Impact-Twin Cities" (JTI) is a local Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT)
activist group that works to coordinate events of significance to the LGBT community in the
Twin Cities. This group has launched a campaign to install a commemorative plaque in memory
of Allan Spear on the colonnade in Mueller Park. JTI recognizes the need to claim and celebrate
shared LGBT history, and for that reason seeks to honor Allan Spear for his contributions to the
1993 Human Rights Act and for being an LGBT role model who was one of the first openly Gay
politicians in the nation.

JTI has presented this idea three times to the Lowry Hill East Neighborhood (LHENA, also known
as the Wedge) and received letters of positive support from this group during the last year (see
Attachment A-B). JTI presented this idea to the MPRB Board of Commissioners during open
time on July 20, 2011.

The group has brought together several of Mr. Spear’s peers, including Lee Greenfield, Don
Jorovsky, and Scott Dibble to develop the language for the plaque in his honor. Local neighbors
Mary Hartnett and Bill Neuman were active in the establishment of Mueller Park in 1976 - they
continue to be active in today’s park activities and endorse the plaque dedication. JTI has been
in contact with Allan's life partner, Junjiro, who still lives near the park in the home they shared
together. He is very supportive of this endeavor.

JTI has worked with MPRB Planning and Operations staff to determine park improvements in
dedication to Mr. Spear’s life and memory. Mary Baumgardner is a local landscape designer
who has volunteered her time and talent to develop the long-term vision plan for
improvements to the colonnade area (see Attachment C). Tl is dedicated to long-term
stewardship of the improvements and views this work as an opportunity to build and
strengthen relationships in the community.

JTI would like to begin fundraising for this project as there are several upcoming events that
offer the opportunity to gain contributions. People for Parks has agreed to act as a fiscal agent
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for this endeavor. Ideally, JTI would like to dedicate the plague within one year of beginning
fundraising efforts.

LHENA residents Kent Searl and David Boisclair have spearheaded this effort in working with
the surrounding community, the neighborhood association, Mr. Spear’s peers, the MPRB Board
of Commissioners and staff.

About Allan Spear

Allan Spear served in the Minnesota Senate for 28 years, was President of the Senate, and was
a professor of history at the University of Minnesota. In 2008, Mr. Spear was named by the
Minnesota Historical Society as one of most influential 150 people in state history. The late
senator was a long time resident of the Wedge neighborhood and often visited Mueller Park, as
he lived with his partner just north of the park colonnade.

Mr. Spear was instrumental in the passage of the 1993 Human Rights Act which protects LGBT
Minnesotans from discrimination, and positioned Minnesota as the first state in the nation to
extend legal protection to Transgendered persons. His genuineness as an openly Gay man, and
his respected role in the Minnesota Senate played a vital role in persuading bipartisan support
for LGBT inclusion in the Human Rights Act. These actions and his courage to live his life with
openness and authenticity speak to his credibility as a role model to LGBT Minnesotans.

FUNDING / COST SUMMARY

Funding Sources $3,000.00
Private contributions $3,000.00

Estimated Costs $2,800.00
Design services (pro bono) $0.00
Plaque fabrication and installation $800.00
Plantings and Site improvements $2,000.00

Balance S 200.00

JTI, through their fund-raising efforts will provide for the fabrication and installation of the
plaque per existing Board policy. Additional funds would be used to implement improvements
specified within the long term vision plan in coordination with MPRB Planning and Operations
division staff.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS
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July 20, 2011 Board of Commissioners Meeting: Open time presentation

RECOMMENDATIONS

MPRB staff recommends that the Board approve the placement of a plaque at the Mueller Park
colonnade and accept the long term vision plan for improvements to this park area in memory
of Senator Allan Spear. This action is consistent with the following 2007-2020 MPRB
Comprehensive Plan vision and goal:

Vision Theme 2: Recreation that inspires personal growth, healthy lifestyles, and a
sense of community

Goal: People connect through parks and recreation.

HISTORY:
04/04/12 Planning Committee ADOPTED

Ginger Cannon, Community Outreach and Research Planner, reported on Resolution 2012-162. Ginger Cannon called upon Tom Burke to speak
on Join the Impact. Former Representative Lee Greenfield spoke on the life of Allan Spear. It was the consensus of the Board to correct to the
Resolution as follows:

Whereas, The group wishes to install the plaque on the colonnade at Mueller Park as Senator Spear lived adjacent to this park since $9721982;
ATTACHMENTS:

. Attachment a - Letter of Support from Lowry Hill East Neighborhood Association (PDF)
. Attachment B - Long Term Vision Plan for the Colonnade — Mueller Park  (PDF)
. Attachment C - Long Term Vision Plan - Mueller Park Collonade (PDF)

Prepared By: Ginger Cannon, Community Outreach & Research Planner, Strategic Planning

Review:

Jennifer Ringold Completed 03/21/2012 9:20 PM

Bruce Chamberlain Completed 03/22/2012 1:17 PM

Jayne Miller Completed 03/25/2012 11:21 AM
Planning Committee Completed 04/13/2012 10:52 AM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending
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