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Resolution 2012-147

Resolution to Authorize Staff to Apply for 2012 Permits from the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources to Control Aquatic Plants at Lakes Harriet, Calhoun, Cedar, Isles,

Nokomis and Wirth and Authorize Staff to Apply for 2012 Grants from the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources for “Control of Eurasian Water Milfoil or Flowering

Rush for 2012” at Said Lakes.

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the manager and the steward of
Minneapolis Lakes;

Whereas, The lakes are important recreational resources for Minneapolis citizens;

Whereas, The MPRB performs seasonal aquatic vegetation harvesting in order to facilitate
access to recreational opportunities in city lakes;

Whereas, Aquatic plant control is regulated by Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
(MnDNR) and requires annual permits;

Whereas, The permits are limited to aquatic plant control within the following parameters: to
provide riparian access, enhance recreational use, control invasive aquatic plants, manage
water levels, and protect or improve habitat;

Whereas, The MPRB has identified areas that fit the above criteria;

Whereas, The MnDNR has grants available for the control of Eurasian water milfoil or flowering
rush;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize staff to apply for 2012 permits from the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to control aquatic plants at Lakes Harriet,
Calhoun, Cedar, Isles, Nokomis and Wirth and authorizes staff to apply for 2012 grants from the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for "control of Eurasian water milfoil or flowering
rush for 2012" at said lakes; and

RESOLVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board are authorized to take all necessary
administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Operations & Environment CommitteeTO:

Michael Schmidt, Assistant Superintendent for OperationsFROM:

March 14, 2012DATE:

Resolution to Authorize Staff to Apply for 2012 Permits from the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources to Control Aquatic Plants at Lakes Harriet, Calhoun, Cedar, Isles,
Nokomis and Wirth and Authorize Staff to Apply for 2012 Grants from the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources for "Control of Eurasian Water Milfoil or Flowering
Rush for 2012" at Said Lakes.

SUBJECT:

Background
During the months of June, July, and August the MPRB performs aquatic plant control in order
to facilitate access to the city lakes. This control is in the form of aquatic vegetation
"harvesting" which involves running a machine that cuts aquatic plants (primarily milfoil) down
to about 4 feet below the surface. The cut ends are loaded on to the harvester with a conveyor,
and then removed from the lake and hauled to the Fort Snelling composting site. This
harvesting is effective in providing space for operation of keeled boats, swimming, and fishing
to occur without significant obstruction.

Aquatic plant control is regulated by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MnDNR)
that issues a permit for this work and provides small grants that reimburse the MPRB for a
portion of this work (less than 10%). State law allows aquatic plant control " to provide riparian
access, enhance recreational use, control invasive aquatic plants, manage water levels, and
protect or improve habitat." Aquatic plant control may not be performed for aesthetic reasons
alone and no more than 50% of the littoral area (the zone less than 15 feet deep) may be
harvested.

Aquatic plants are very important to the health of lakes. Overly aggressive control of aquatic
plants such as Eurasian water milfoil can damage habitat needed by fish and other animals.

Harvesting does provide for important recreational access in city lakes, but it does not lessen
the degree of milfoil infestation. The MPRB's harvesting program focuses on removing aquatic
plants from Lakes Harriet, Calhoun, Isles, Cedar, Nokomis and Wirth to provide access to and
improve recreational opportunities in the following areas:

• beach areas
• channels between the lakes
• sailboat buoy and canoe rack areas
• select fishing areas to remove significant milfoil mats
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Each year, the MPRB submits permit applications to the MnDNR for aquatic plant control with
maps of the proposed harvest areas. The MPRB also applies for grants from the MnDNR to
reimburse a portion of the harvesting expenses. Less than 10% of the harvesting expenses are
eligible for reimbursement. The proposed maps for 2012 are attached to this resolution. The
maps are very similar to the areas harvested in 2010 and 2011, with the exceptions highlighted
below:

Lake Calhoun: The triathlon course and a small area where sailboards launch were added to
the harvesting maps. Even though most of the triathlon course will be in deep water, staff has
added harvesting areas where plants could be rooted in shallower water and spread out onto
the course in a mat.

Cedar Lake: Small adjustments were made to the Kennilworth Channel mouth and to the
"island" that forms in the middle of the lake.

Nokomis: No aquatic plant control permits were applied for in 2010 due to low milfoil growth
in prior years. The MPRB received several complaints about weeds in the swim dock area in
2011. With two swim docks operating in 2012 and based on the MPRB's past history of aquatic
plant control areas on Nokomis, both beach areas are included on the harvesting maps and
were expanded to ensure harvesting could be accomplished around the swim docks.

Wirth Lake: The beach is now enclosed and is no longer accessible by the milfoil harvester.
This winter the beach is proposed to have sand added so there will likely be low plant growth at
the beach. A permit will be applied for in order to enable aquatic plant control where
necessary. The MPRB will investigate (with the MnDNR) other control options such as the use of
a weedroller or hand pulling by scuba divers.

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners authorize staff to apply for 2012 permits
from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources to control aquatic plants at Lakes
Harriet, Calhoun, Cedar, Isles, Nokomis and Wirth and authorizes staff to apply for 2012 grants
from the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for "control of Eurasian water milfoil or
flowering rush for 2012" at said lakes.

Attachments
Proposed 2012 Aquatic Vegetation Harvesting Maps

Previous Board Actions
March 2, 2011 Action Item 5.1Resolution 2011-032 Authorizing staff to

apply for aquatic harvesting permits and grant

Resolution 2012-147 Page 3

Packet Pg. 232



7.D.1

April 7, 2010 Action Item 5.1Approving application for 2010 aquatic
harvesting permits and grant

ATTACHMENTS:

(PDF)AquaticVegHarvesting_ProposedMaps_2012

Prepared By: Debra Pilger, Director of Environmental & Equipment Services, Environmental
Operations
Review:
Michael Schmidt Completed 03/06/2012 2:03 PM
Jayne Miller Completed 03/06/2012 8:01PM
Operations & Environment Committee Completed 04/30/2012 4:29 PM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Completed 04/26/2012 11:39 AM
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