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Resolution 2012-131

Resolution to Approve the Submission of a Grant Application to the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources - Community Forest Bonding Grant for an Amount
Not to Exceed $175,000 for Tree Planting, Replanting & Or Removal Projects

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board’s (MPRB) Forestry Department is the
steward of the Minneapolis urban forest;

Whereas, The MPRB’s Comprehensive Plan 2007-2020 Vision Theme 1 includes the goal of
“Healthy boulevard trees connect all city residents to their park system”;

Whereas, In the MPRB’s Forestry Department has been preserving the canopy cover of
Minneapolis by slowing the spread of Dutch EIm Disease for nearly 50 years;

Whereas, In February 2010 the first infestation of the invasive exotic insect called Emerald Ash
Borer was confirmed within the City of Minneapolis;

Whereas, Thousands of public trees that were destroyed by a tornado in May 2011 need to be
replanted to begin the restoration of the urban forest canopy; and

Whereas, The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources through its Division of Forestry has
made available Community Forest Bonding Grants for the planting, replanting and removal of
trees on public property;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners Approve the Submission of a Grant Application to
the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for an amount not to exceed $175,000 for the

planting, replanting and removal of public trees in the City of Minneapolis; and

RESOLVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board are authorized to take all necessary
administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

FROM: Michael Schmidt, Assistant Superintendent for Operations

DATE: February 15, 2012

SUBJECT: Resolution to Approve the Submission of a Grant Application to the Minnesota

Department of Natural Resources - Community Forest Bonding Grant for an Amount Not
to Exceed $175,000 for Tree Planting, Replanting &/Or Removal Projects

BACKGROUND

The invasive insect called Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) was discovered in 2010 near Tower Hill Park
in Minneapolis. Ash trees comprise nearly 20% of the City canopy cover which makes them the
most abundant tree species growing on both public and private properties. This percentage
translates into approximately 200,000 trees that will be killed by EAB in Minneapolis.

In May 2011 an EF2 Tornado destroyed approximately 2600 boulevard and park trees growing
in north Minneapolis. The MPRB Forestry Division began a program called “Northside
Treecovery” in the fall of 2011 by planting approximately 800 trees in the Cleveland and
McKinley neighborhoods as well as at Folwell Park. About 3000 additional trees are scheduled
for planting in the spring of 2012.

By providing community forest bonding grants to communities, the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources is helping municipalities replace trees lost to forest pests and storms. Doing
so will help establish a more diverse and resilient community forest. A diverse community
forest is far less susceptible to devastation by a pest that affects a single type of tree.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends approval of the submission of a grant application to the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources for an amount not to exceed $175,000 for the planting,
replanting and removal of public trees as described in the grant application.

Prepared By: Ralph Sievert, Director of Forestry, Forestry
Review:

Michael Schmidt Completed  02/06/2012 4:52 PM
Jayne Miller Completed 02/07/2012 7:13 AM
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Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Completed  04/30/2012 1:05 PM
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