9.1

Resolution 2012-130

Resolution to Approve the Comment Letter for the Scoping Phase of the Bottineau
Transitway

Whereas, Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation system;

Whereas, The Bottineau Transitway is a proposed project intended to provide transit
improvements in the northwest area of the Twin Cities;

Whereas, The D1 or D2 Alignment of the proposed transitway will impact parkland entrusted to
the MPRB to protect, with the D1 Alignment presenting the most significant potential of
impacting natural areas, parkland and recreational opportunities due to its proximity to
Theodore Wirth Regional Park;

Whereas, The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority
(HCRRA), and Metropolitan Council have initiated the preparation of an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the Bottineau Transitway project;

Whereas, The EIS process includes three stages — Scoping, Draft EIS and Final EIS — and is
currently in the Scoping stage; and

Whereas, The MPRB, as an interest local governmental agency, is invited to participate in the
scoping stage of the Bottineau Transitway’s environmental impacts by providing a comment

letter;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves the Comment Letter for the Scoping
Phase of the Bottineau Transitway; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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9.1

TO: Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board

FROM: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning

DATE: February 15, 2012

SUBJECT: Resolution to Approve the Comment Letter for the Scoping Phase of the Bottineau
Transitway

Background

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Hennepin County Regional Rail Authority (HCRRA),
and Metropolitan Council have initiated the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) for the Bottineau Transitway project. The Bottineau Transitway is a proposed project
intended to provide transit improvements in the northwest area of the Twin Cities. It is
proposed to extend approximately 13 miles from downtown Minneapolis to the northwest
suburbs.

HCRRA, in partnership with the Metropolitan Council, Maple Grove Transit, the Minnesota
Department of Transportation (MnDOT), and the cities of Minneapolis, Golden Valley,
Robbinsdale, Crystal, New Hope, Brooklyn Park, Maple Grove, and Osseo recently completed an
Alternatives Analysis (AA) study for the Bottineau Transitway. The AA evaluated a wide range of
transit modes and alighments.

One of the identified alternatives, the Alignment D1, would be within the Burlington Northern
Santa Fe (BNSF) Railroad corridor south of 36™ Avenue in Robbinsdale to Highway 55. The
portion of the D1 alignment between Golden Valley Road and Olson Memorial Highway would
be adjacent to Theodore Wirth Regional Park property. The project team is also evaluating two
possible options for a station along this section — one at Golden Valley Road and another at
Plymouth Avenue along this alignment.

The alternatives identified in the AA are the starting point for the EIS process. The EIS process
includes three stages — Scoping, Draft EIS and Final EIS — and culminates in a federal Record of
Decision under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The project is currently in the
Scoping stage. This is the process of determining what will be in the Draft EIS. At this stage,
interested members of the public, including individuals and groups, as well as representatives
from affected Native American tribes and local, state, and federal governmental agencies, are
invited to participate in the evaluation of the Bottineau Transitway’s environmental impacts.
The goal is to confirm the interest and needs of the project, identify appropriate alternatives
that could address project needs, focus on potentially significant issues that should be studied
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in the Draft EIS, and eliminate issues that are not significant and/or have been addressed in
prior studies. Individuals or groups have been invited to provide comment during four
community meetings or to send written comments by February 17, 2012.

Bottineau Transitway staff has worked with MPRB staff for over a year to provide updates and
gather information for the project. On February 1, they also provided a presentation to the
Board of Commissioners. At the February 1 meeting, commissioners expressed strong concern
for the D1 Alignment and support for the D2 Alignment. They also expressed concern for
mitigation of the trees along Highway 55 in the event that they need to be removed for the
project. Commissioners, staff and legal counsel have contributed to the comment letter
(Attachment A) presented for approval on February 15.

Related Board Actions

February 1, 2012 — Board takes action to include in the comment letter its support the D2
Alignment and the Bottineau Transitway overall with the D2 Alignment.

February 1, 2012 — Board takes action to include in the comment letter mitigation of the trees
that were planted along Highway 55 as part of an Arbor Day event if they are removed for the
Bottineau Transitway.

Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of the comment letter for the scoping phase of the Bottineau
Transitway.

ATTACHMENTS:

2-15-2012 Bottineau Transitway Comment Letter ~ (PDF)

Prepared By: Jennifer Ringold, Manager of Public Engagement & Citywide Planning, Strategic
Planning

Review:

Jennifer Ringold Completed 02/02/2012 7:54 AM

Bruce Chamberlain Completed 02/07/2012 11:40 AM

Jayne Miller Completed 02/07/2012 8:40 PM

Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Completed  04/30/2012 1:05 PM

Resolution 2012-130 Page 3

Packet Pg. 146




