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Resolution 2012-117

Resolution to Approve Plan and Plaque Design for the Officer Mark T. Bedard Memorial
Located in Minnehaha Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is a steward of the Minneapolis
parks;

Whereas, Current MPRB Policy VII.J.2 allows commemorative plaques to be affixed upon MPRB
property to recognize individuals who have made significant contributions to the Park System;

Whereas, Park Police Officer MarkT. Bedard died on November 9, 2007 from injuries suffered
in the line of duty;

Whereas, Shortly after his death, the Board resolved to establish a "visible memorial" for
Officer Bedard;

Whereas, In 2011 the Board authorized MPRB Planning staff to work with the Park Police to
develop a phase II plan for a meditation area which includes a plaza, lighting, plantings, and
seating for the Office Mark Bedard memorial in an amount not to exceed $50,000;

Whereas, MPRB Planning staff has met with a representative workgroup of Park Police officers
and MPRB staff to select a site in Minnehaha Park and to develop a preferred concept for the
memorial;

Whereas, MPRB Planning staff has hosted a meeting to present the memorial plans to the Park
Police, MPRB Commissioners, MPRB staff, Minneapolis Police, and the Bedard family;

Whereas, MPRB has notified the public that the plans for the memorial in Minnehaha Park are
being brought to the Board for approval;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accept the Park Police Officer Bedard Memorial
Workgroup's recommendations and approve the conceptual plan and plaque design for the
Officer Bedard Memorial; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.
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Planning CommitteeTO:

Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for PlanningFROM:

January 18, 2012DATE:

Resolution to Approve Plan and Plaque Design for the Officer Mark T. Bedard Memorial
Located in Minnehaha Park

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

On November 1, 2007 Minneapolis Park Police Officer Mark Bedard was critically injured while
attempting to apprehend a drive-by shooting suspect. He died as a result of those injuries on
November 9, 2007. Shortly after his death, the Board approved the establishment of a
memorial for Officer Bedard.

Although the original action by the Board identified a memorial location near the intersections
of 17th Avenue north and West River Road, Officer Bedard had a personal connection with
Minnehaha Park and the surrounding neighborhood. A tree was planted by his parents in the
park near the large pergola in memory of Officer Bedard. For these reasons, Bedard's fellow
officers selected a location in Minnehaha Park for the fully-realized memorial.

In 2011, a group of Park Police officers met regularly to organize fund-raising and make plans
for the memorial which they presented the Board on September 21. In early-October,
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board approved additional funds of $50,000 for the memorial.
The Board authorized MPRB Planning staff to work with the Park Police to develop a phase II
plan for a meditation area which included a plaza area, lighting, plantings, and seating.

Since October, the Park Police officers have worked with MPRB Planning staff to identify a site
for the Memorial which is near the Minnehaha Park pergola and in view of the tree planted by
Officer Bedard's parents in his memory. The memorial includes a bronze plaque on a boulder, a
bench, an access walk, and plantings. The goal is to have the plaque and boulder portion of the
memorial installed in time for a dedication on the National Peace Officers Memorial Day on
May 15, 2012.

FUNDING / COST SUMMARY

$50,000.00Sources
$50,000.00Board
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$38,700.00Uses
design services (MPRB planning, graphics,
editing)
bronze plaque* and boulder installation
bench fabrication and installation
paving, earthwork, and staking
plantings and site restoration

$11,000.00
$10,700.00
$6,450.00
$8,050.00
$2,500.00

$11,300.00Balance

Park Police officers, through their fund-raising efforts will provide the bronze plaque as their
contribution to the Officer Bedard Memorial. A duplicate plaque will be installed in Park Police
offices at MPRB Headquarters and will be used to replace the memorial plaque if it is stolen or
damaged.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS

November 28, 2007 Board adopted motion 9.2 that establishes a visible memorial for Officer
Mark Bedard located in the plaza at 17 Avenue North and West River
Road

October 5, 2011 Board authorized MPRB Planning staff to work with the Park Police to
develop a phase II plan for a meditation area which included a plaza area,
lighting, plantings, and seating in an amount not to exceed $50,000.

RECOMMENDATIONS

MPRB staff and the Park Police Officer Bedard Workgroup recommend that the Board approve
the conceptual plan and plaque design for the memorial to Officer Mark T. Bedard.

ATTACHMENTS

Letter of support from the Park Police Officer Bedard Memorial Workgroup
Analysis Plan for the Officer Bedard Memorial -Minnehaha Park
Preferred Concept for the Officer Bedard Memorial
Commemorative Plaque
Related images
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ATTACHMENTS:

Letter of Endorsement (PDF)

Bedard Plaque 12-29-11board packet (PDF)

PREFERRED CONCEPT_llxl7 (PDF)

2011 Mhaha Bedard analysis_Board Backup 11x17 (PDF)

Prepared By: Deborah Bartels, Project Manager, Design and Project Management
Review:

01/04/2012 5:56 PM
01/04/2012 9:31PM

01/08/2012 11:41AM
Planning Committee Completed 01/25/2012 11:27 AM
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Pending

Cliff Swenson Completed
Bruce Chamberlain Completed
Jayne Miller Completed
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