Resolution 2011-223

Resolution Authorizing two, $15,000 grant applications to the Minnesota Department of
Transportation Community Roadside Landscape Partnership Program for Improvements to the
Highway 55 Right-of-Way Near the North Shore of Wirth Lake in Theodore Wirth Regional Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks;

Whereas, The MPRB is an eligible unit of government which can enter into a cooperative
agreement with the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MN/DOT);

Whereas, The MPRB adopted a Concept Plan for the Wirth Lake Area in July 2010;

Whereas, The Wirth Lake Area Concept Plan includes a vision for enhancing vegetation in
various locations around the lake, including the north edge of the lake within the Highway 55
right-of-way;

Whereas, The Minnesota Department of Transportation has a program to assist communities
with planning and funding landscape enhancements within rights of way; and

Whereas, MPRB has established volunteer and youth employees who can implement this type
of landscape project;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize two, $15,000 grant applications to the
Minnesota Department of Transportation Community Roadside Landscape Partnership Program
for improvements to the Highway 55 right-of-way near the north shore of Wirth Lake in
Theodore Wirth Regional Park; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Adopted by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
In formal meeting assembled on December 7, 2011

John Erwin, President

Karen Robinson, Secretary
Approved:

R.T. Rybak, Mayor
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TO: Full Board
FROM: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning
DATE: December 7, 2011

SUBJECT: Resolution authorizing two, $15,000 grant applications to the Minnesota
Department of Transportation Community Roadside Landscape Partnership
Program for improvements to the Highway 55 right-of-way near the north shore
of Wirth Lake in Theodore Wirth Regional Park

BACKGROUND

The concept plan for the Wirth Lake Area was approved by the Board in July 2010. An important
aspect of the plan is environmental enhancement and a landscape buffer between Wirth Lake
and Highway 55.

The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MN/DOT) has a Community Roadside
Landscaping Partnership Program with the goals of 1) roadside beautification, 2) community
improvement, and 3) environmental stewardship. Applications are due December 31, 2011 for
spring 2012 planting and May 31 for fall 2012 planting. To spread the work throughout the
spring and fall, staff proposes to apply for one grant within each grant cycle. Each grant
application will request $15,000 for a total grant request of $30,000. No matching funds are
required, but the grants are for materials only and labor must be provided by the applicant.

The program assists communities with funding landscape projects within highway rights of way.
Funding is for materials only and an agreement must be made to maintain the plantings for 2
years after installation. Amounts granted in the program vary, from $1,000 to a maximum of
$30,000 per project year. Application to the grant will help fund the planting of hardy native
shrubs and perennials (and trees if permitted) along the newly opened Wirth Lake trail loop.

Planning, Environmental Operations Education and Volunteer Services staff have worked to
coordinate the grant process and propose to use a combination of corporate volunteer,
Conservation Corps, Youth Conservation and Green Team employees to complete the plantings
and maintenance of the project. Planning staff will coordinate the creation of the landscape
planting plan and Environmental Operations will coordinate the implementation of the
educational and volunteer components. Some maintenance, forestry and/or gardening staff
assistance may be required during the implementation. The grant team will work to minimize the
need for Operation/Maintenance staff’s time.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends authorizing two, $15,000 grant applications to the Minnesota Department of

Transportation Community Roadside Landscape Partnership Program for improvements to the
Highway 55 right-of-way near the north shore of Wirth Lake in Theodore Wirth Regional Park.
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PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS

July 14, 2009 Adoption of Recommendations of the Wirth Lake CAC and approval of
the Wirth Lake Area Concept Plan

Prepared by: Andrea Weber, Project Manager, Planning Services
Reviewed by: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services

Approved by: Jayne Miller, Superintendent
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