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Resolution 2022-151

Resolution Approving a Subsequent Cooperative Agreement Between the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board (MPRB), Bassett Creek Watershed Management
Commission, and the City of Minneapolis for the Construction of the Park Elements and
the City Elements and the Commission’s Reimbursement to the MPRB and the City for
Said Construction of the Water Quality Improvements Project at Bryn Mawr Meadows
Park

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) was created by the Minnesota
Legislature in April 1883 and has the authority to manage and operate park facilities;

Whereas, The MPRB owns and operates Bryn Mawr Meadows Park within the North Service Area
of the Minneapolis park system and within the Bassett Creek Watershed, an area of 39.6 square
miles in Minneapolis and communities to the west along Bassett Creek;

Whereas, On July 22, 2021, the MPRB, City of Minneapolis (City), and the Bassett Creek
Watershed Management Commission (Commission) entered into a preliminary Cooperative
Agreement (Preliminary Agreement) to formally outline the terms and conditions for
implementation of the Water Quality Improvement Project, document their understanding as to
the scope of the Water Quality Improvement Project, affirm their commitments as to
responsibility for tasks to be undertaken, grant and assign the rights necessary for the project,
establish a roadmap and other procedures for performing these tasks and fulfilling these
responsibilities, and facilitate communication and cooperation to ensure successful
improvement of water quality;

Whereas, A condition of the Preliminary Agreement requires the City and the MPRB to enter into
certain subsequent agreements, one of which is to “enter into a cooperative agreement to
facilitate the construction of the Park Elements and the City Elements and the Commission’s
reimbursement to the MPRB and the City for said construction;”

Whereas, The MPRB, Commission, and City desire to enter into a subsequent Cooperative
Agreement (Subsequent Agreement) that meets the requirements of the Preliminary Agreement,
and that separates the Project into two components: the “Park Elements” and the “City
Elements,” which since the Preliminary Agreement have been more carefully refined by the
parties and are each more specifically defined within the Subsequent Agreement; and

Whereas, This resolution is supported by the MPRB 2021-2036 Parks for All Comprehensive Plan,
which envisions in Goal 2 “Steward a continuum of nature and recreation;”
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RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners approves a subsequent Cooperative Agreement
between the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB), Bassett Creek Watershed
Management Commission, and the City of Minneapolis for the construction of the Park Elements
and the City Elements and the Commission’s reimbursement to the MPRB and the City for said
construction of the Water Quality Improvements Project at Bryn Mawr Meadows Park; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take all
necessary administrative actions to implement this Resolution;
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TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Michael Schroeder, Assistant Superintendent, Planning

DATE: March 23, 2022

SUBJECT: Resolution Approving a Subsequent Cooperative Agreement Between the Minneapolis

Park and Recreation Board (MPRB), Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission,
and the City of Minneapolis for the Construction of the Park Elements and the City
Elements and the Commission’s Reimbursement to the MPRB and the City for Said
Construction of the Water Quality Improvements Project at Bryn Mawr Meadows Park

BACKGROUND

This Board action considers a subsequent Cooperative Agreement (Attachment A) between the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB), Bassett Creek Watershed Management
Commission (Commission), and the City of Minneapolis (City) for the construction of the Park
Elements and the City Elements and the Commission’s reimbursement to the MPRB and the City
for said construction of the Water Quality Improvements Project at Bryn Mawr Meadows Park.

This subsequent Cooperative Agreement (Subsequent Agreement) follows the July 22, 2021
Cooperative Agreement (Preliminary Agreement) between the Bassett Creek Watershed
Management Commission (Commission), the City of Minneapolis (City), and the Minneapolis Park
and Recreation Board (MBRB) regarding the Water Quality Improvements Project (Project) at
Bryn Mawr Meadows Park. Within the Cooperative Agreement there is a requirement for
subsequent agreements, this being one of them.

The Commission, City, and MPRB wish to further define several aspects of the water quality
project, including responsibility for construction, reimbursement for the construction, ownership
upon completion of construction, and organization of a maintenance agreement, all between the
City and MPRB.

The MPRB will construct most of the water quality project’s work, then be reimbursed for that
work by the Commission. This work is referred to as the Park Elements. The City has similar terms
for the work it will perform within its right-of-way which are referred to as City Elements. The
construction responsibilities were apportioned based on how the project will be constructed. The
MPRB is already on site with an excavation contractor for the park project, so to enhance
coordination and to efficiently use both the MPRB funds and the Commission funds that same
contractor will also be constructing the water quality ponds. This provides for the least amount
of risk to the MPRB’s park project and ensure a seamless transition between the two projects at
ground level and below. The MPRB will not be responsible for any cost associated with the water
quality project beyond some staff coordination time.
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Reimbursement to the MPRB, and the City for its work, will be made within 90 days of project
completion.

The MPRB will be responsible for areas above the ponds’ normal water levels including any park
or native vegetation associated with the ponds, and the City will be responsible for underground
pipes, manholes, inlets/outlets, and other associated infrastructure related to the ponds and the
area below the ponds’ normal water levels. Nothing will be owned by the Commission.

Prior to taking ownership of the MPRB’s and City’s components, the two will enter into a specific
maintenance agreement outlining duties of each party. This will include allowing the City access
over MPRB property by easement as is the regular practice.

Legal counsel has reviewed and approved the Subsequent Agreement as to form and legality.

FUNDING / COST SUMMARY
This Subsequent Agreement indicates no costs will be attributable to the MPRB.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners approve a subsequent Cooperative
Agreement between the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB), Bassett Creek
Watershed Management Commission, and the City of Minneapolis for the construction of the
Park Elements and the City Elements and the Commission’s reimbursement to the MPRB and the
City for said construction of the Water Quality Improvements Project at Bryn Mawr Meadows
Park.

This action is supported by the following goals and strategies in Parks for All, the MPRB
Comprehensive Plan 2021-2036.

Goal: Strategy:
02. Steward a continuum of 03. Ensure that all water management projects,
nature and recreation including regional stormwater projects, include multiple

environmental and recreational benefits that are
climate resilient and sustainable from a staff capacity

standpoint.
02. Steward a continuum of 02. Support the preservation, management, and
nature and recreation increase in acreage of natural and naturalized areas for

ecosystem benefits and for public benefit.



