
Resolution 2011-209

Resolution to Identify the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board as a Partner with the
Downtown Improvement District and to provide $25,000 toward hiring a Consultant

to Conduct a Study to Determine the Feasibility and Approach for Creating Several Green
Spaces in Downtown Minneapolis

Whereas, In order to make downtown Minneapolis a more attractive and welcoming
environment for its growing residential population and workforce, business and community
leaders are defining various initiatives to greatly enhance downtown’s “green infrastructure”;

Whereas, Current and long-term fiscal constraints hinder public sector stakeholders from
developing new parks and public amenities or enhancing existing assets single-handedly;

Whereas, It is believed that downtown Minneapolis would benefit from private/public
partnerships to aggregate public, private and non-profit funding and coordinate leadership
towards the design, development, maintenance and programming of new and existing parks
and public realm amenities;

Whereas, The Downtown Improvement District, acting as a fiscal agent and coordinator, plans
to hire a consultant to conduct a study to determine the feasibility and approach for creating
several green spaces in downtown Minneapolis ; and

Whereas, Funding is being sought from the potential future partners, including public, private
and non-profit organizations to conduct this feasibility study:

RESOLVED, That the Commissioners of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board provide
funding toward hiring a consultant to conduct a study to determine the short term and long term
costs and feasibility of several downtown greening projects and approach for creating a several
green spaces in Downtown Minneapolis;

RESOLVED, That the Commissioners of the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board authorize
the Superintendent to enter into a $25,000 contract with the Downtown Improvement District
that stipulates the requirements as articulated in this resolution that result in a report to the
MPRB on the costs and findings of the feasibility study; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Adopted by the Park & Recreation Board
In formal meeting assembled on November 22, 2011
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John Erwin, President

Karen Robinson, Secretary

Approved:

R.T. Rybak, Mayor
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TO: Administration and Finance Committee

FROM: Jayne Miller, Superintendent

DATE: November 9, 2011

SUBJECT: Resolution to Identify the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board as a Partner
with the Downtown Improvement District and to provide $25,000 toward hiring a
Consultant to Conduct a Study to Determine the Feasibility and Approach for
Creating Several Green Spaces in Downtown Minneapolis

BACKGROUND

In order to make downtown Minneapolis a more attractive and welcoming environment for its
growing residential population and workforce, business and community leaders are defining
various initiatives to greatly enhance downtown’s “green infrastructure” (e.g. street trees, storm
water retention & parks) and public realm (e.g. streetscapes, public gathering places). Current
and long-term fiscal constraints hinder public sector stakeholders from developing new parks
and public amenities or enhancing existing assets single-handedly. It is believed that downtown
Minneapolis would benefit from aggregating public, private and non-profit funding and
coordinate leadership towards the design, development, maintenance and programming of new
and existing parks and public realm amenities.

The Downtown Improvement District, acting as a fiscal agent and coordinator, plans to hire a
consultant to conduct a study to determine the feasibility and approach for creating several
green spaces in Downtown Minneapolis. Approximately $100,000 is required to conduct the
feasibility study, and funding is being sought from the potential future partners, including public,
private and non-profit organizations.

The Superintendent and Park Board President are asking that the Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board serve as a partner with the DID in this effort and contribute $25,000 toward
hiring a consultant to conduct a study to determine the feasibility and approach for creating
several green spaces in Downtown Minneapolis. Funds are available in the 2011 general fund
to cover this expense.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board identify the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board as a
partner with the Downtown Improvement District and provide $25,000 toward hiring a consultant
to conduct a study to determine the feasibility and approach for creating several green spaces in
Downtown Minneapolis.
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Attachment: RFP- Downtown Minneapolis Public Realm Green Space Feasibility Study

Prepared by: Jayne Miller, Superintendent
Reviewed and Approved by: John Erwin, President
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