
Resolution 2011-204

Resolution Authorizing Applications for Two, $200,000 Environmental Protection Agency
Community-Wide Brownfields Assessment Grants

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks;

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board adopted the master plan for the Missing
Link in September of 2008;

Whereas, The Missing Link Master Plan includes a vision for land parcels which could be
impacted by existing and former industrial uses, known as brownfields;

Whereas, The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) offers community-wide brownfields
assessment grant funding “to inventory, characterize, assess, and conduct planning (including
cleanup planning) and community involvement related to brownfield sites”; and

Whereas, No local match is required by this EPA grant;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorizes applications for two, $200,000
Environmental Protection Agency Community-Wide Brownfields Assessment Grants;

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Adopted by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
In formal meeting assembled on November 22, 2011

John Erwin, President

Karen Robinson, Secretary
Approved:

R.T. Rybak, Mayor
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TO: Administration & Finance Committee

FROM: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services

DATE: November 9, 2011

Resolution authorizing applications for two, $200,000 Environmental Protection
Agency Community-Wide Brownfields Assessment Grants

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

Since the late 1880’s, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) has envisioned a
park system that would link all sections of the city. The Missing Link of the Grand Rounds
(through NE Minneapolis and the University of MN East Bank) is the only segment of the 50+
mile system that has not been completed. Approximately three miles of parkway are needed to
connect and complete the parkway system. The Park Board is committed to “fulfilling the
promise” that was once given by bringing the Missing Link to reality. Once the Missing Link
segment is complete, the Grand Rounds will provide a contiguous system of parkway and trails
that circumnavigate the City of Minneapolis.

The preferred route for the Missing Link, as identified in the Board-approved Development
Study Report (2008), traverses existing and proposed right-of-way as well as land parcels of
various uses, including existing and former industrial lands. The acquisition and redevelopment
of the lands identified in the report may be complicated by the presence of pollutants resulting
from existing or former uses.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Community-Wide Brownfields Assessment Grants
provide funds to inventory, characterize, assess, and conduct planning (including cleanup
planning) and community involvement related to brownfield sites. A “brownfields site” is defined
as “...real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by the
presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.”

Because the EPA defines this grant as “Community-Wide,” awarded funds may be used
throughout the MPRB system on any eligible sites that meet the definition of a brownfield.
However, Staff is gearing applications to the Missing Link because of need and the belief that it
will make the applications more competitive. This grant was pursued unsuccessfully for the
Missing Link in 2009 however the EPA has encouraged reapplication.

Applications for this grant are due November 28, 2011 for fiscal year 2012 funding. Each grant
application (one for petroleum and one for hazardous substances) will request $200,000.00 for
a total grant request of $400,000.00. No matching funds are required. If granted, the funds
may be used through October 31, 2014.
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RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board authorize applications for two, $200,000 Environmental
Protection Agency Community-Wide Brownfields Assessment Grants.

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS

Oct. 7, 2009 Authorization to pursue EPA funding
September 3, 2008 Adoption of Missing Link master plan

Prepared by: Andrew Caddock, Project Manager, Planning Services
Reviewed by: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services

Approved by: Jayne Miller, Superintendent
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