
Resolution 2011-202

Resolution Accepting the Conceptual Design for the Portion of The Mall
that is Directly North of Hennepin County’s Walker Library Property

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is the steward of Minneapolis
parks;

Whereas, The MPRB is the fee title owner of the property called The Mall located north of
the Walker Library, owned and operated by Hennepin County (County);

Whereas, The County is in the process of designing a new Walker Library and its property
surrounding the library;

Whereas, On June 15, 2011, the MPRB approved entering into a joint planning process with
the County to consider how the public spaces of the proposed Walker Library, a future rail
transit station in the Midtown Greenway, Hennepin Avenue, the Uptown Transit Station, and
The Mall can be integrated;

Whereas, The County provided the funding to work with the community to develop the initial
concept design study for the area directly north of the Walker Library property;

Whereas, MPRB and Hennepin County staff engaged the community through three public
meetings and an open house to develop the concept design (Attachment A- Final Concept
Design) ] and

Whereas, There is general support among the residents that attended the meetings for the
final concept design;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accept the conceptual design for the portion
of The Mall that is directly north of Hennepin County’s Walker Library property; and

RESOLVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board are authorized to take all
necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Adopted by the Park & Recreation Board
In formal meeting assembled on November 22, 2011

John Erwin, President
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Karen Robinson, Secretary
Approved:

R.T. Rybak, Mayor
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TO: Planning Committee

FROM: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services

DATE: November 9, 2011

SUBJECT: Resolution accepting the conceptual design for the portion of The Mall that is
directly north of Hennepin County’s Walker Library Property

BACKGROUND

Hennepin County intends to construct a new Walker Library on the existing library site at
2880 Hennepin Avenue South in Minneapolis. An important objective defined in the Walker
Library Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) Vision Statement was for the new library to be
connected to outdoor green space and amenities, including the Park Board’s property called
The Mall, the Midtown Greenway, Hennepin and Lagoon Avenues, and the Uptown Transit
Station. Additionally, the East Calhoun Community Organization, Calhoun Area Resident
Action Group, and Lowry Hill East Neighborhood Association have passed resolutions that
recommend “physical connections that seamlessly integrate the following four public places
should be thought through before changes to any of them move forward:

1. The proposed Walker Library,
2. A future rail transit station down in the Midtown Greenway,
3. Hennepin Avenue, and
4. The Mall”

Hennepin County’s Walker Library shares its northern property line with the east end of the
Park Board’s park, The Mall. The Mali’s relationship to the library, Midtown Greenway,
Hennepin Avenue and the Uptown Transit Station presents an opportunity to create an
improved public park amenity with links to surrounding access points. A joint planning
process was conducted from July to September 2011 by the Park Board and Hennepin
County to study design options for this Park Board’s parcel. The process included three
public meetings and a public open house. Those that attended the community meetings
supported the final concept design.

Hennepin County provided funding for the conceptual planning and will restore this area to
its present condition after construction of the new library. Funds to implement the concept
design have not been identified. Preliminary cost estimates indicate that project could cost
$1.6 million.
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RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Board accept the conceptual design for the portion of The Mall
that is directly north of Hennepin County’s Walker Library property.

The collaborative design effort used to arrive at the design promoted interagency
partnerships and sought to maximize the connections of public spaces, as directed in the
MPRB’s 2007-2020 Comprehensive Plan. Accepting the design will allow the Park Board
and the community to have further discussions on potential funding options for the
improvements.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1 - Final Concept Design

PREVIOUS BOARD ACTIONS

June 15, 2010 Authorization for staff to work collaboratively with Hennepin County to
develop concept designs for the project

Prepared by
Reviewed by:
Approved by:

Jennifer Ringold, Manager of Public Engagement and Citywide Planning
Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent of Planning Services
Jayne Miller, Superintendent
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