
Resolution 2011-184

Resolution Granting a Construction Permit and Permanent and Temporary Easements to
Metropolitan Council Environmental Services for 1-MN-310 Tunnel Rehabilitation at West River
Parkway, accepting compensation for permanent and temporary easements in the amount of

$13,952, and authorizing Staff to negotiate equitable compensation for further landscape
features

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) is authorized to contract with
public and private entities in performance of its functions;

Whereas, Metropolitan Council Environmental Services (MCES) owns and operates sanitary
sewer facilities throughout Minneapolis and the greater metropolitan area, and as such
maintains facilities within MPRB parkland;

Whereas, The sanitary sewer lines require ongoing repair and replacement, the completion of
which requires access through parkland;

Whereas, MCES has identified a tunnel repair construction project at two locations along West
River Parkway for which construction is anticipated to commence in Fall 2011 and continue
through Spring 2012;

Whereas, MCES has prepared plans and proposed easement areas and descriptions and has
reviewed the proposed project and park impacts with MPRB staff, and continues to coordinate
efforts with staff to meet the requirements of the MPRB;

Whereas, MPRB staff have reviewed the proposed project and established conditions to be
satisfied by MCES for its work on park properties, including protection of existing improvements
and vegetation; replacement and restoration of existing improvements and vegetation where
disturbed by the proposed construction; provision of safety measures to insure the health,
safety, and welfare of park users in proximity to the construction; management of pedestrian,
bicycle, and vehicle traffic within the construction project area; and restoration of parkways
used to access the construction project area;

Whereas, All work is funded by MCES without financial contribution from the MPRB, and MCES
will provide all work required to restore disturbed park lands at its expense;

Whereas, MCES has offered compensation for permanent and temporary easements on park
properties as well as compensation for the use of certain developed park areas to facilitate
construction; and



Whereas, MPRB staff have reviewed the proposed compensation for permanent and temporary
easements and for the use of certain developed park areas and found the compensation to be
fair and reasonable;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners grant a construction permit and permanent and
temporary easements to Metropolitan Council Environmental Services for 1-MN-310 tunnel
rehabilitation at West River Parkway;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners accept compensation from MCES for
permanent and temporary easements in the amount of $13,952;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners authorize Staff to negotiate with MCES for
equitable compensation for further landscape features; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Adopted by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
In formal meeting assembled on October 5, 2011

John Erwin, President

Karen Robinson, Secretary
Approved:

R.T. Rybak, Mayor



TO: Planning Committee

FROM: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services

September 21, 2011DATE:

SUBJECT: Resolution granting a construction permit and permanent and temporary
easements to Metropolitan Council Environmental Services for 1-MN-310 tunnel
rehabilitation at West River Parkway, accepting compensation for permanent
and temporary easements in the amount of $13,952, and authorizing Staff to
negotiate equitable compensation for further landscape features

BACKGROUND

The Metropolitan Council Environmental Services (MCES) is proposing to complete repairs on
sanitary sewer force main 1-MN-310 on Park Board property along West River Parkway. The
facility, originally constructed in the 1930s, runs from the northern suburbs along the west side
of the Mississippi River to the Pigs Eye wastewater treatment plant in Saint Paul. Along West
River Parkway the line is tunneled through bedrock.

During recent inspection of the tunnel, cracks were found in two locations of the West River
Parkway segment. Given the age of the tunnel and strategic importance of the line, MCES has
placed a high priority on its repair and identified the need to maintain continuous service during
repair.

The MCES has identified the least impactful and most feasible approach to repairing the tunnel
as constructing two accesses from the side of the bluff along West River Parkway. One location
is immediately south of the intersection of 4th Street and West River Parkway and the other
location is north of Lower Riverside Park. Both of the work areas require construction of
temporary ramps and staging areas to allow work along the steep bluffs. Construction will
require removal of vegetation immediately around each access location and the installation of
temporary metal netting above the staging areas to protect against falling rocks. After the
repairs are complete, access tunnels will be closed off with masonry block, temporary safety
fabric will be removed and staging areas will be re-graded and stabilized using existing soils
and bluff rock. Disturbed areas will be seeded and mulched using techniques appropriate for
bluff zones.

Because the work is proposed to take place within the visually and ecologically-sensitive
Mississippi River Gorge, Staff has involved Friends of the Mississippi River to advise on



restoration activities. This has been an important collaboration leading to a native plant
revegetation plan and a planned volunteer activity coordinated by FMR and MCES to replant
the construction areas.

Repair work is proposed to begin this fall and be completed in the spring of 2012. Final
restoration and planting will be completed in the fall of 2012.

FUNDING/COST SUMMARY

Based on an analysis of just compensation, MCES proposes compensation of $7,886 for
permanent easements over the parkland in which the force main lies and $6,066 for temporary
easements over construction zones. Combined easement compensation totals $13,952.
Further, MCES has offered as-yet undetermined compensation for additional landscape
features damaged or removed as part of the construction activities.

The project will not utilize MPRB funds.

LEGAL REVIEW

MCES has prepared draft easement agreements based on recent agreements reviewed by
MPRB legal counsel and approved by the Board. For this project, MCES will prepare a formal
offer letter for proposed easements and landscape features as well as a Statement of Rights
and Just Compensation. MPRB legal counsel will be engaged to review all documents prior to
finalization.

RELATED BOARD ACTIONS

No previous Board actions.

RECOMMENDATION

The MPRB has developed a strong working relationship with MCES on recent, similar projects.
The attentive and collaborative approach taken on this project is representative of the values
MCES shares with the MPRB for community and environmental sensitivity. Staff recommends
granting a construction permit and permanent and temporary easements to Metropolitan
Council Environmental Services for 1-MN-310 tunnel rehabilitation at West River Parkway.

Staff further recommends accepting compensation from MCES for permanent and temporary
easements in the amount of $13,952 and authorizing Staff to negotiate equitable compensation
for further landscape features.

ATTACHMENTS

MCES project overview memorandum dated August 30, 2011

MCES consultant memorandum dated August 19, 2011 describing bluff stabilization during



construction

Draft Easement Agreement for permanent and temporary easements

Worksheets demonstrating real estate comparables used to establish compensation for
permanent and temporary easements

MCES project overview plan sheet

Prepared by: Cliff Swenson, Director of Design and Project Management
Reviewed by: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services
Approved by: Jayne Miller, Superintendent


