
Resolution 2011-181

Resolution to Execute a Professional Services Agreement with SRF Consulting Group, Inc. for a
Fee Not to Exceed $169,951 to Provide Project Facilitation, Design and Engineering Services

for the Brownie Lake Area Trails Plan

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (MPRB) is authorized to contract with
public and private entities in the performance of its functions;

Whereas, Trails and related facilities above and around Brownie Lake are in a deteriorated state
and are in need of major redevelopment;

Whereas, A Chain of Lakes Regional Park Master Plan, which includes Brownie Lake, was
completed in 1997, enabling Metropolitan Council regional park funds and State Legacy
Amendment Park and Trail funds to be invested in Brownie Lake and its surroundings;

Whereas, $600,000 in Legacy Amendment Park and Trail funds (SG-2010-078) are available for
design, engineering; and construction of the Brownie Lake upper and lower trail system;

Whereas, $510,000 in Federal Transportation Enhancement (TE) funds have been approved
(TE-09-15), and are anticipated to be available for construction of the upper trail in July 2012;

Whereas, Matching funds are expected to be available from local sources to match the TE
funds for construction (a required 20% match), and cover design/engineering fees;

Whereas, Two of six solicited consulting firms submitted professional service proposals by the
Aug. 13, 2010 due date that included related experience and fees;

Whereas, SRF Consulting Group, Inc. has exceptional related experience based on evaluation
and ratings of their background by MPRB staff; and

Whereas, The Board has approved a Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) charge and structure
for the Brownie Lake Project at its June 16, 2010 meeting of the Regular Board;

RESOLVED, That the Board of Commissioners of the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board
authorize the execution of a Professional Services Agreement with SRF Consulting Group, Inc.
for a fee not to exceed $169,951 to provide project facilitation, design and engineering services
for the Brownie Lake Area trail project; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to take
all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.



Adopted by the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
In formal meeting assembled on October 5, 2011

John Erwin, President

Karen Robinson, Secretary
Approved:

R.T. Rybak, Mayor



TO: Planning Committee

FROM: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services

DATE: September 21, 2011

SUBJECT: Resolution to Execute a Professional Services Agreement with SRF Consulting
Group, Inc. for a Fee Not to Exceed $169,951 to Provide Project Facilitation,
Design and Engineering Services for the Brownie Lake Area Trails Plan

BACKGROUND

Brownie Lake, with 18 acres of upland and over 9 acres of water, has been included in the
parkland system maps and plans for over 100 years. A little noticed gem of a lake, Brownie has
a complicated history, and continues to be impacted by an intertwined set of user interests,
adjacent facilities and land uses in a relatively small area. The construction of Hwy. 12 (now
Interstate 394) effectively severed Brownie Lake from Wirth Park. Brownie Lake is now included
in the Chain of Lakes Regional Park.

Numerous plans by the Park Board and other agencies remark on Brownie Lake’s natural
beauty and its continuing challenges, including maintaining its oasis-like Big Woods character
and the quality of its water and habitat in an urban setting. Proposed recreational activities are
low impact, such as walking, bird watching and canoeing, that allow visitors, including those
from the neighborhood, to find a respite from the frenzied activities of a major metropolitan area.

Historically, there has been little capital investment in Brownie Lake. In the past several years
MPRB maintenance staff has worked to eliminate erosion and the network of rogue trails that
have developed in the uplands around Brownie. Neighborhood groups have organized to
remove invasive plant species and restore native plant communities.

Since 2009, the MPRB staff has sought and obtained funding for major improvements to
Brownie’s infrastructure, principally for the lower trail around the lake and the upper bike trail
along the street to the east. Improved access to these trails and the lake as well as links to other
circulation systems in the area were included in the grant applications. Other proposed
amenities include overlooks, boardwalks in wet areas, and potentially a bridge at the southeast



corner of the lake where it drains through a box culvert to Cedar Lake. Funding will also help
delineate wetlands, eliminate erosion and improve water quality, remove invasive plants and
improve habitat. These infrastructure improvements will address and promote recreational
activities such as fishing, boating, picnicking, cross country skiing, archery and hiking. Public
safety is improved with signage, lighting and by resolving conflict points at trail intersections.

In June of 2010, the MPRB Board approved the charge and composition of a Citizens Advisory
Group to advise staff, consultants and the Board on an area plan for Brownie Lake and its park
surroundings. A combined staff and technical advisory committee (S/TAC) met and walked the
site during the summer of 2010. This S/TAC committee will continue to provide expertise during
the design and construction process and will include staff from applicable MPRB departments.
The public process will extend invitations to outside agencies that have jurisdiction over various
parts of the Brownie Lake area, such as community organizations, the City of Lakes Loppet,
MPRB attorney as needed, environmental organizations, and the cities of Golden Valley and St.
Louis Park.

In August of 2010, MPRB staff issued an RFP to six consultants to facilitate the public process
and provide the landscape architectural design and engineering services for the preparation of
an Area Plan final report. Other consultant tasks include assisting with approvals with
appropriate agencies and organizations, preparing construction documents, obtaining permits,
bidding, construction observation through project closeout.

Two firms submitted proposals. A staff committee evaluated the proposals and recommended
the selection of SRF Consulting Inc. in August of 2010. SRF Consulting Inc. has agreed to abide
by its year-old proposal and fee. They would like to complete wetland delineation by a mid-
October deadline mandated by regulatory agencies. During this time, MPRB planning staff
would like to extend invitations to designated appointers of CAC members to begin the public
process for the Brownie Lake Area Plan. Once the Area Plan is complete and approved by the
Board, SRF will prepare construction documents in anticipation of a spring/summer 2012 bid
date.

(Note: The federal Transportation Enhancement funding for this project requires cultural
resource investigation, the scope of which can be determined after completion of the Area Plan.
SRF’s proposal includes only preliminary research in this area.)

RELATED BOARD ACTIONS

June 16, 2010 Resolution to approve the charge and composition of the citizen advisory
committee for the Brownie Lake Area Plan as follows: The CAC shall advise
staff and technical advisory committees, and consultants on regional park
visitor interests in the development of a schematic plan for Brownie Lake
regarding trails and connections, environmental improvements, recreation
activities, and maintenance. The recommendations shall be informed by
previous planning efforts, studies and reports that affect Brownie Lake and its
surrounding parklands and trails.

Approve Regional Park CIP for Park & Trail funding in the amount of
$600,000

June 2, 2010

Approve application for Transportation Enhancement Funds in the amount of
$700,000 ($510,000 subsequently received)

May 20, 2009



FUNDING/COST SUMMARY

$1,235,000Sources
Legacy Amendment Parks and Trail Fund -
SG-2010-078
Federal Transportation Enhancement Fund -
TE 09-015
Operations and Maintenance Funds -Met
Council

$ 600,000

$510,000

$125,000

$179,801Uses
$ 9,850 incurred 9/2010Brownie Lake Existing Conditions Survey -

Sunde Land Surveying
SRF Consulting Inc - Professional Services
Agreement

$169,951 pending Board
Approval

$1,032,199Remaining

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends Board approval of a resolution to execute a professional services agreement
with SRF Consulting Group, Inc. for a fee not to exceed $169,951 to provide project facilitation,
design and engineering services for the Brownie Lake Area Trails Plan

ATTACHMENTS

SRF Consulting Inc. proposed project approach
SRF Consulting Inc. site issues and opportunities map

Prepared by:
Reviewed by:
Approved by:

Deborah Bartels, Project Manager, Planning Services
Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services
Jayne Miller, Superintendent


