
Resolution 2011-170

Resolution Accepting the $1,743,000 in Minnesota State Bonding/Met Council Bonding for
2011 and Allocating this Funding for Theodore Wirth Regional Park Improvements

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board is the steward of Minneapolis Parks;

Whereas, The Park Board is one of ten implementing agencies of the Metropolitan Regional
Park System;

Whereas, The 2011 Special Session bonding bill included $5 million for Metro Regional Park
System capital spending and this funding has been matched with $3.33 million of Metro
Council bonds;

Whereas, The Park Board’s portion of the funding is $1,743,000;

Whereas, Theodore Wirth Regional Park is a celebrated cultural, historical, natural and
recreational asset;

Whereas, The Park Board has established a Citizen Advisory Committee to establish a
master plan that will prioritize improvements for Theodore Wirth Regional Park; and

Whereas, The Theodore Wirth Regional Park planning process has highlighted the need for
restoration, rehabilitation and the creation of new facilities and landscapes in the park, a
need which is enhanced by the recent tornado;

RESOLVED, That the Board accepts the $1,743,000 in Minnesota State Bonding/Met
Council Bonding for 2011 and allocates this funding for Theodore Wirth Regional Park
improvements; and

RESOLVED, That the President of the Board and Secretary to the Board are authorized to
take all necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Adopted by the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board
In formal meeting assembled on September 7, 2011

John Erwin, President

Karen Robinson, Secretary
Approved:

R.T. Rybak, Mayor
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TO: Full Board

FROM: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services

September 7, 2011DATE:

Resolution accepting the $1,743,000 in Minnesota State Bonding/Met Council
Bonding for 2011 and allocating this funding for Theodore Wirth Regional
Park Improvements.

SUBJECT:

BACKGROUND

2011 Special Session Bonding
On July 20, 2011 the Governor signed a bonding bill which appropriated $5 million to the
Metropolitan Council for Metro Regional Park System capital improvements. Rider language
in the appropriation says that "priority must be given to park rehabilitation and land
acquisition projects. This appropriation must not be used to purchase easements." [2011
Special Session Laws, Chapter 12, Sec. 14, Subd. 3], The Metropolitan Council had
decided to provide a $3.33 million match to this State bond appropriation. Consequently, the
total amount available is $8.33 million. Of this, the MPRB’s allocation is $1,743,000. The
Met Council has requested that the Regional Park Implementing Agencies submit
information regarding how they will allocate this funding by September 19, 2011.

Theodore Wirth Regional Park Planning and Development
To date, the planning process for Theodore Wirth Regional Park has highlighted significant
needs for cultural resource restoration, shoreline protection, trail rehabilitation and
vegetation management. These needs will be prioritized by the Citizen Advisory Committee
and budgeted through the master plan process and are anticipated to exceed current
funding allocations to the park. In addition, the funding will boost efforts to restore the park
after the efforts of the recent tornado.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends accepting the $1,743,000 and allocating it to Theodore Wirth Regional
Park. This will boost progress in tornado recovery and implementation of the new master
plan being developed and prioritized with the Citizen Advisory Committee.

RELATED BOARD ACTIONS

December 13, 2010 Approval of the 2011 Annual Budget and the 2011-2016 Capital
Improvement Program
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Prepared by Jennifer Ringold, Manager of Public Engagement and Citywide Planning
Reviewed by: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services
Approved by: Jayne Miller, Superintendent
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