
Resolution 2011-149

Resolution Authorizing Friends of Chute Square to Forego Standard Bidding and
Contracting Procedures and Policies to Make Improvements to Chute Square Park Using

Exclusively Private Donations

Whereas, The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board is the steward of Minneapolis Parks;

Whereas, Friends of Chute Square, an informal group of Northeast Minneapolis
neighborhood residents, seeks to make improvements in Chute Square Park;

Whereas, Friends of Chute Square is raising the full amount of necessary funding for the
improvements through private sources;

Whereas, No public funding will be used to implement the project;

Whereas, Licensed design professionals involved with Friends of Chute Square have
prepared plans and construction documents that will be reviewed and approved by the Park
Board prior to commencement of bidding;

Whereas, The Park Board is bound by Statute, ordinance or policy to certain bidding and
contracting procedures where public funds and actions are used;

Whereas, Friends of Chute Square is requesting authorization from the Board to forego
formal bidding and contracting procedures and policies to make improvements to Chute
Square Park;

Whereas, Friends of Chute Square will contract with licensed, professional construction
managers and contractors to complete the improvements; and

Whereas, Given the special and unique circumstances in the case of Chute Square Park
improvements, staff recommends foregoing the formal bidding process and civil rights
approval procedures but requiring the Friends of Chute Square to adhere to prevailing wage
standards;

RESOLVED, That the Board authorize Friends of Chute Square to completely manage the
construction process for Chute Square improvements and forego the formal bidding process
and civil rights approval procedures but adhere to prevailing wage standards;

RESOLVED, That the Park Board will inspect and approve improvements upon project
completion and accept the improvements as a donation from Friends of Chute Square;



RESOLVED, That prior to Park Board acceptance, Friends of Chute Square shall provide a
lien waiver from the contracting agent and all subcontractors managing construction;

RESOLVED, That the Board direct MPRB staff to prepare a construction permit to the
contracting agent requiring licensed and permitted contractors to perform the Chute Square
Park improvements which are in compliance with local and State ordinances and codes; and

RESOLVED, That the President and Secretary of the Board are authorized to take all
necessary administrative actions to implement this resolution.

Adopted by the Park & Recreation Board
In formal meeting assembled on August 17, 2011

John Erwin, President

Karen Robinson, Secretary
Approved:

R.T. Rybak, Mayor



TO: Planning Committee

FROM: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services

DATE: August 3, 2011

SUBJECT: Resolution authorizing Friends of Chute Square to forego standard bidding
and contracting procedures and policies to make improvements to Chute
Square Park using exclusively private donations

BACKGROUND

Friends of Chute Square, an informal neighborhood group, has worked with Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board staff to develop plans and construction documents to improve
the infrastructure within Chute Square Park. Proposed improvements include new park
benches, picnic tables, decorative lighting and sidewalks.

The Project received approval from the Nicollet Island East Bank Neighborhood Association
on January 15, 2009, MPRB on December 2, 2009 and the Minneapolis Heritage
Preservation Commission on May 4, 2010.

The MPRB has authorized Friends of Chute Square to fundraise for improvements. The
estimated total cost of the improvements is $125,000. The Friends of Chute Square have
raised approximately $60,000 in private donations. The group anticipates securing
remaining funding needs in time to complete construction in 2011. All park improvements
will be funded by private donations.

At least in part, the group anticipates in-kind and material donations from contractors
involved in constructing the project. The group believes the only way to secure contractor
donations is to work with specific contractors - a fundraising technique that standard bidding
and contracting procedures would not afford.

Friends of Chute Square would like authorization from the Board to conduct an independent
bidding and contracting process and forego formal bidding and contracting procedures and
policies. The group proposes to contract with Exeter Reality Company to act as construction
manager. Exeter Realty would establish agreements with licensed contractors to perform the
work. To accomplish this, the MPRB would provide Exeter Reality Company a permit to
perform the work on park property. Exeter would be responsible for obtaining all
construction permits, securing licensed contractors, and managing the construction process.

In construction projects conducted by the Park Board, numerous bidding and contracting
procedures and policies directed by State Statute, City ordinance and MPRB policy are



followed. The process proposed by Friends of Chute Square would deviate from the MPRB
procedures and policies. Because the project proposed by Friends of Chute Square would
use exclusively private funding, Staff and legal council believe that foregoing public bidding
and contracting procedures is legal. However, the allowance of exceptions such as these on
Park Board property is a policy choice by the Board. Primary elements that could be
foregone include public bidding procedure, contractor civil rights approval and prevailing
wage requirements.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff believes that adhering to formal bidding and contracting procedures and policies is
critical to the integrity of the Park Board and that foregoing these policies should only be
considered when special and unique circumstances are found. Staff offers the following
options for Board consideration, recommending Option 3 specifically:

Option 1:
The Board finds no compelling circumstances in the case of Chute Square Park
improvements that would lead it to forego standard bidding and contracting
procedures. The Board encourages Friends of Chute Square to attain fundraising
goals and work with Park Board Staff to conduct a formal bidding and contracting
procedure.

Option 2:
The Board finds special and unique circumstances in the case of Chute Square Park
improvements, authorizes foregoing formal bidding and contracting procedures and
policies. Further, the Board directs Staff to prepare a construction permit to the
contracting agent to perform the Chute Square Park improvements.

Option 3:
The Board finds special and unique circumstances in the case of Chute Square Park
improvements, authorizes foregoing the following formal bidding and contracting
procedures and policies:

Public bidding procedure
Civil rights approval

Further, the Board directs Staff to prepare a construction permit to the contracting
agent to perform the Chute Square Park improvements.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1 - July 21, 2011 Letter from Friends of Chute Square

Prepared by Jennifer Ringold, Manager of Public Engagement and Citywide Planning
Reviewed by: Bruce Chamberlain, Assistant Superintendent for Planning Services
Approved by: Jayne Miller, Superintendent


